
 
Living Word Bible Study (March 19-24, 2018) 

 
Monday:  Genesis 2:4-15 
This week, we will be looking at what the Bible has to say about “serving” God.  Service to God is a fundamental, 
basic demonstration of love and devotion to God – and there are many biblical stories which show how people 
grew to understand what “service to God” really meant, ultimately being fully revealed in Jesus’ life and death.  But 
to begin, we read the familiar story of the first creation of humanity – the story of Adam.  God took some of the 
dust of the ground, breathed His Spirit into it, and the result was the first human being – Adam.  But the story goes 
on to say that God also created a garden full of trees that could satisfy Adam’s hunger, but that was also 
aesthetically pleasing to look at.  The land was good, full of gold, and onyx, and aromatic resins flowing abundantly 
with water.  But read verse 15, at the end of the description of this beautiful landscape, very thoughtfully.  God 
placed Adam in this garden for a specific purpose – “to work it and take care of it”. 
 

• What job title would you give to Adam if he were hired by the manager of the Botanical Gardens “to work 
it and take care of it”? 

• What do you think it implies about US that the Bible says this is WHY Adam was placed in the garden? 
• Do you think it is significant that this is the very first thing the Bible says about the purpose of human 

existence? 
• Do you feel any personal sense of responsibility to take care of God’s creation? 
• What do you think that would even mean in the world today?  How do you think Christians should be 

exercising their purpose to take care of God’s (our) world? 
 

Tuesday:  Joshua 24:1-27 
Joshua was the successor to Moses – the man who led the Israelites after the 40 years of wilderness wandering 
that followed the Exodus.  Today’s reading takes place at the end of Joshua’s life, and Joshua addresses the 
Israelites at Shechem, the place where their ancestor, Jacob, had first purchased a plot of land many years before.  
Joshua reminds the people of their history, including how God had chosen their ancestors, saved them from slavery 
in Egypt, and delivered the land of their ancestors, the Promised Land, back into their hands by helping them to 
defeat those who fought to deny it to them.  Yet, in spite of all God has done for them, Joshua recognizes that the 
people are tempted to follow other gods instead.  The purpose of the history lesson has been to instill in the people 
a sense of gratitude and to awaken their sense of honor to encourage them that their only appropriate response 
is to serve God in return.  Joshua gives them the choice of serving God or serving other gods, but in a powerful 
personal testimony, proclaims “but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).  The 
people wholeheartedly respond with their acknowledgment of God’s faithfulness to them, and God’s role in their 
possession of the land – but Joshua knows the human heart.  He knows that in spite of their best intentions, the 
people will choose to turn from God and serve other gods instead.  But the people insist, and Joshua leads the 
people to renew the covenant God had made with Israel.  He then erects a huge stone as a “witness”.  Whenever 
the people see the stone, they will be reminded of the promise they made to God that day – a promise to serve 
Him only. 
 

• What other “gods” beckon you to serve them instead of serving God? 
• What is your personal history lesson, that would remind you of what God has done for you, and that would 

instill in you a sense of gratitude? 
• Do you intentionally place “witnesses” in your path - images that can serve as constant reminders of the 

fact that you have chosen to serve God?  If so, what are they?  Are they effective?  If not, what “witnesses” 
could you put up to serve this purpose? 

• Have you personally responded to what Joshua asks – to “choose for yourself this day whom you will 
serve”?  If serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, who ARE you serving? 

• How do yesterday’s and today’s readings address the question of WHY you serve God?  In our New 
Testament readings, we will turn to the issue of HOW to serve God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+24%3A1-27&version=NLT


 
Wednesday:  Matthew 25:31-46 
In Matthew’s Gospel, the very last teaching of Jesus (before the events leading up to Jesus’ arrest are set in motion) 
is today’s reading concerning the sheep and the goats.  Although the words “serve” or “service” are absent from 
this teaching, it is widely recognized as one of Jesus’ most direct teachings about what it means to serve God.  The 
key verses, of course, are verse 40: “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 
Me”, and verse 45: “whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for Me.”  But Jesus sets 
this teaching within the context of Judgment Day.  At the end of time, Jesus says, God will divide humanity into two 
camps, in the very same way a shepherd divides his flocks into the sheep and the goats.  The only distinguishing 
factor between the two groups of people, the single standard of judgment that God uses to separate the two, is 
whether they have exhibited a heart to serve God by caring for the least, the last, the lost, and the left out.  To 
serve God, Jesus says, is precisely the same as feeding the hungry, giving the thirsty a drink, welcoming the stranger, 
clothing the naked, caring for the sick, and visiting the prisoner.  You might also want to read Matthew 7:21-23.  
Here, Jesus says that some people who prophesy in Jesus’ name, who drive out demons and perform miracles in 
Jesus’ name, who call Jesus “Lord” – people who claim to have a relationship with Jesus – will not actually put His 
words into practice, and will be judged accordingly.  It is one thing to say we serve God, but it is entirely another 
thing to actually serve God.  In the end, God knows, and will judge, the difference. 
 

• Why do you think Jesus waited until the very end of His ministry to give the disciples this teaching? 
• What are you doing that would give evidence of the fact that you are among the sheep, and not among 

the goats? 
• If you have trouble answering that question, what in your life needs to change to prioritize serving God? 
• Jesus, God in the flesh, came to show us what a life devoted to serving God looks like.  That is why the 

Gospel writers portray Jesus as constantly caring for hurting people who society would rather ignore.  The 
goal of the Christian life is to follow Jesus’ example, and ultimately to be transformed into Christ-likeness.  
What does the parable of the sheep and the goats say about how we can measure our own progress on 
that journey? 
 

Thursday: John 12:44-13:17 
Whereas the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke share many stories and teachings of Jesus among them, the 
Gospel of John is unique.  Even where there are stories in common, John tells them from a different perspective, 
giving us an even broader picture of Jesus.  John does not tell us either of the stories about judgment from 
yesterday’s reading – but in today’s reading, Jesus does speak of judgment at the very end of His ministry, just prior 
to the Last Supper.  Jesus says that He has not come to judge the world, but to save it … but that there IS a judge, 
and that the basis for judgment will be whether one accepted or rejected Jesus, which He equates to accepting or 
rejecting God the Father.  Then, Jesus teaches about service not with a parable about sheep and goats, but by way 
of an astonishing personal example.  Jesus, who has been revealed as God in the flesh, gets up from the meal, takes 
off His clothes, wraps a towel around His waist, and gets down on the floor to wash His disciples’ feet.  The visual 
picture itself is enough to convey the teaching – God Himself, who by His very nature is greater than any human 
being, lowers Himself to the ground to perform a demeaning act of service for His human disciples, who by their 
very nature are far beneath God.  Peter recognizes the incongruity of this immediately and refuses.  And yet, in one 
of the most important verses in Scripture, Jesus says “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.”  In other 
words, if you do not understand that inherent in what I have been showing you is that you must put aside any 
pretense of superiority, and be willing to debase yourself to serve others, and to do for them whatever they need, 
no matter how humiliating, then you cannot really claim to be my follower.  And this comes immediately after 
teaching the disciples that the Father will judge based on whether we accept what Jesus reveals about God!  No 
wonder the episode ends with Jesus saying “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 
 

• How would you react if Jesus appeared before you right now, and got down on the floor to wash your feet?  
Would you want Him to stop?  How would you feel if He said you could have no part in Him unless you let 
Him continue? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A44-13%3A17&version=NLT


• The whole week’s Bible study has been about serving God.  What, then, does it suggest that here we have 
Jesus insisting upon serving us if we are to follow Him? 

• Jesus says He has given us an example to follow in this episode.  How are you “washing others’ feet”? 
• Consider this question:  If you are unwilling to let Jesus wash your feet, can you truly be willing to let Him 

die on a cross for you? 
   

Friday:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
We have seen in two different Gospels that serving God involves serving others in humility.  Our initial reaction 
may be “but I don’t feel equipped to do that”.  Fortunately for us, after Jesus ascended into heaven, God sent the 
Holy Spirit into the world to equip the followers of Christ to do what Jesus told us and showed us, we should be 
doing.  The apostle Paul used the language of “spiritual gifts” to refer to the unique way the Holy Spirit works within 
each of us to give us exactly what we need to serve as Christ served.  Take note of the Trinitarian language in verses 
4-6:  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same (Holy) SPIRIT.  There are different kinds of service, but the 
same LORD (Jesus the Son).  There are different kinds of working, but the same GOD (the Father) works all of them 
in all men.”  So, together, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit empower us with abilities that enable us to both proclaim 
the Good News about Jesus Christ and to serve in His name.  Our spiritual gifts are unique to us individually, but 
their source is the same – the Trinity – and their purpose is the same – to serve our Lord “for the common good”.  
So, “I don’t feel equipped” is no longer an excuse – if you follow Christ, you have been given gifts that God expects 
you to use for the common good of the church, the community, and the world.  That’s how we serve God, and the 
world, as one body – united with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God made us to serve, God expects us to 
serve, and God equips us to serve. 
 

• Do you ever feel like you’re just not equipped to do what you know you should be doing? 
• Do you believe God wants to equip you – and already has? 
• Remember back to day one of our study – we are here to work and take care of God’s world.  Are there 

things you are good at that you could use to help take care of God’s world? 
• What steps could you take to start serving God through the gifts you have received? 

 
Saturday:  Revelation 22:1-5 
Our final reading this week contains the end of the vision of the new world, the vision of the transformed world 
that will come about in the fulfillment of God’s time – the vision that was given to John and contained in the book 
of Revelation.  There is wonderful symbolism in this vision, as perfectly clear water flows from the throne of God 
and Christ, with life-giving trees on either side of the river.  But in this perfect place, in this fulfillment of how the 
world is meant to be, the text says “God’s servants will serve Him”.  We are God’s servants – and have been since 
the original creation.  In the New Jerusalem, John’s vision says, we will see God’s face, God’s name will be imprinted 
upon us, and there will be no more darkness.  And in an utter paradox, we, God’s servants, who serve Him eternally, 
will also “reign forever and ever”.  The servant reigns.  Of course!  Jesus, the King of Kings, told us “I am among you 
as one who serves”.  It is only fitting that in the Kingdom of God, the servants reign.  And until the day of the New 
Jerusalem arrives, we are to embody that Kingdom by serving here and now, because, in service to others, we 
prove our status as God’s children and heirs of the Kingdom. 
 

• Did you ever imagine that the world to come is a place where we continually serve God? 
• Can you imagine a world in which the lowest servant reigns with the highest honor? 
• The Bible says that this is what the Kingdom of God looks like.  What can you do to let people see what the 

Kingdom of God is like in your world? 
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