
Living Word Bible Study (April 16-21, 2018) 
 
Monday: 2 Samuel 11:1-27 
The Bible is pointing out that David should have been on the battlefield and not in Jerusalem. In a time of war, a 
soldier was not to indulge himself in the normal comforts of life, including sexual relations with his wife (let alone 
anyone else’s wife). When David and his men fled from Saul to Ahimelech, the priest at Nob, he requested bread 
from Ahimelech. Note very carefully the priest’s words and David’s response (READ 1 Samuel 21:4-5).  David’s words 
to Ahimelech reflect his awareness of the fact that men who are at war don’t have sexual relations with women. 
David’s sin began when he put himself above the rest of God’s people. The tragedy is that when David ceased to 
behave as a warrior, he also sought to persuade Uriah to do likewise. Joab will soon rebuke David for not being 
present and not participating in Israel’s conflict with the Ammonites (READ 2 Samuel 12:26-30). 
 
This was certainly a hollow victory for David, but at least he finally made an appearance at Rabbah. All of this is to 
say that while David’s sin appears to be sudden, and certainly out of character, it is one that results from David’s 
neglect of duty and his misuse of power. While his armies are in the field, David, snug and comfy back home, arises 
from his bed in the evening and strolls about on his roof. David’s roof would have been the “penthouse apartment” 
of that day. His palace no doubt had a commanding view of Jerusalem, and the view would have been even better 
from the roof. As he looked out, he saw a woman bathing. This is not necessarily unusual. I have seen many poor 
people bathing themselves on the streets of Ghana. The poor do not have the privilege of complete privacy. 
 
When David caught sight of this woman, his sin got the better of him. He was, at this moment, no better than a 
peeping tom. Remember, what David did was not possible for most men, because they did not live in a palace that 
allowed them to look down on the world below. But the same sin has become even easier for men and women 
today. We may, by only a few clicks of a mouse, look at all the nudity and perversion we wish on the internet. We 
can, by merely pushing a certain button on the remote control, see more nudity than David saw on the screen of 
our television while watching a network broadcast. Countless lives have been destroyed by looking at things we 
should not see. Had David not been the king of Israel, this matter would have gone no further. But he was the most 
powerful man in Israel. What King David wanted, he could get, and without as much as a word of protest. David first 
sent his servants to inquire about this woman’s identity. When he was told that she was married, this was another 
checkpoint that should have terminated his pursuit. But it was not a barrier for David. He sent and had this woman 
brought to him, and he slept with her. 
 
You will notice that the Bible makes no attempt to place any of the blame on Bathsheba. We are not told that she 
acted in a provocative manner; we are not told that she agreed to sleep with David---because in truth, she would 
have had no say. Every step was taken at the initiative of David. Nathan’s rebuke places the entire blame on David, 
and not on Bathsheba. She was but a young woman, the wife of a foreigner; David was the king. When he summoned 
someone to come, they came. It was not David’s charms that brought Bathsheba. The two had never met before 
that night. It was David’s power that brought this event to pass. 
 
When Bathsheba learned that she was pregnant, she sent word to David. David now reached another checkpoint in 
his life. He could own up to his sin and accept the consequences, or he could attempt a cover-up. David chose the 
latter. David once again abuses his power. He summons Uriah from the field of battle on the pretext of obtaining a 
first-hand report on how the war was going. His plan is to bring Uriah home, assuming that Uriah will do what he 
himself did – sleep with Bathsheba. Then, it would appear as though this child David fathered was Uriah’s child. It 
would have worked, too, if Uriah had acted as David did. How tempting it was for Uriah to do as David suggested – 
to go to his house and to spend the night with his wife. Uriah was a soldier, but he was much more than that; Uriah 
was a military hero (see 2 Samuel 23:39). He was a man who understood duty, and he would not forsake his duties, 
even to be with his wife and even after David got him drunk. David’s plan to get Uriah to sleep with his wife failed. 
Uriah would know that the child was not his. David was faced with another decision. Would he finally confess his 
sin, or would he move to another level of evil? Sad to say, David chose not to confess. It is at this point that David 
enters into an uncharacteristic partnership with Joab. 1 Kings 2:5 tells us that David considered Joab to be a 
murderer. Sin makes strange bedfellows. This alliance between David and Joab would never have happened had 
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David not, for the moment, become like Joab, a man whose violence David despised. Realizing that Uriah has too 
much integrity to sleep with his wife during the war, David changes his plans. David sends orders to Joab, placing 
Uriah’s death warrant in this valiant warrior’s hand. This man could be trusted to carry these orders and not even 
look at them. What an incredible man Uriah was! 
 
David’s orders brought about Uriah’s death AND the lives of countless other people. David was willing to suffer 
losses at the hand of the enemy in order to be rid of Uriah. David’s plan gave the enemy the advantage and a 
momentary victory. What a far cry away David is at this moment from the valiant warrior he once had been. Joab 
carried out David’s orders precisely, bringing about Uriah’s death along with other Israelite warriors. When Joab’s 
report of Uriah’s death reached David, his response is incredibly calloused. 
 
•     Do you suppose Bathsheba had any idea (at least initially) that it was David who issued the order that Uriah be   

killed?  
•     Why is confession so important for followers of Christ? 
•     Why do some people resist confessing---and even some churches no longer include it in Sunday morning 

worship? 
 
Tuesday: 2 Samuel 12:1-25 
Nathan tells David about a poor man who owned only one lamb, a pet lamb. The lamb was like a daughter to him, 
like a member of the household. The man would carry this lamb in his arms and feed it at the table. A rich man who 
had a large flock of sheep had a visitor come and stay for dinner. Rather than killing one of his sheep, the rich man 
took the poor man’s pet lamb, killed it, and fed it to his guest. Nathan had chosen his words well, not to mention 
the fact that God’s Spirit was piercing David’s heart. David was furious. This fellow should die! David was probably 
saying that he’d like to get his hands on the fellow. By law, the man could only be required to pay back the poor 
man four-fold, but that would never replace what he had lost. 
 
It is only now that Nathan drives his message home. The real villain was David. It was not a little lamb that had been 
stolen from a poor man, but one young wife, who had been taken from a man under David’s authority. As the rich 
man in the story had many sheep, David had many wives. As the rich man took what wasn’t his, David took Uriah’s 
wife. If David felt the rich thief deserved to die, how much more did David deserve to die for what he had done to 
Uriah? 
 
Sometimes I am asked to define what real repentance looks like. I usually tell folks that while repentance may be 
difficult to describe in advance, it is easy to recognize. You will know true repentance when you see it. There is no 
mistaking repentance in David’s words and actions. Strangely enough---for remember, kings in the middle east had 
the power of life and death---David listened to Nathan’s rebuke. In his court, in front of all his officials, David allowed 
himself to be shamed. His response is only one short sentence. There are no excuses and no qualifications. David 
admitted he was guilty of the charges Nathan spelled out. 
  
•     What is the difference between repent and remorse? 
•     Google “Cheap Grace” by Bonhoeffer.  Do you ever fudge over into this perversion of the truth? 
 
Wednesday: Psalm 51 
In essence, David told God: “Do whatever You want to me; except in Your Mercy don’t do the one thing that I cannot 
stand---do not take Your Spirit, do not take Your Presence from me.” As a sinner, David did his part---but David truly 
was a “man after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22). Why do you suppose that is?  Why would God 
continue to bless such a sinner as David? 
 
It is this: in spite of his terrible sins, David loved God passionately, and God knew it. The Bible tells us: “Most 
important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). 
David was forgiven (12:13). He should have died for his sins, and he did not. But there were going to be painful 
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consequences for his sin. “Nonetheless, because you have treated the Lord with such contempt in this matter, the 
son who will be born to you will certainly die” (2 Samuel 12:14). 
 
Not only would David’s son die, but David’s family and his kingdom would suffer as well. The consequences were 
closely linked to David’s sins. Let’s go back and re-read a portion of this story (READ 2 Samuel 12:10-12).  The 
consequences for David’s sins were spelled out and fulfilled precisely. Because David used the sword to strike down 
Uriah the Hittite, God said the sword would not depart from David’s dynasty. The sword was often employed in 
David’s dynasty. His son, Absalom, would kill another son, Amnon. Absalom would seek to overthrow David, and 
David would have to fight against Absalom and his forces to defend his kingdom, and ironically Joab himself would 
kill Absalom. Adonijah would seek to establish himself as king in David’s place, and Solomon would eventually have 
him executed (1 Kings 1 and 2). 
 
Because David took another man’s wife privately, God said that another man would take David’s wives publicly. And 
so it happened (READ 2 Samuel 16:20-22). Because David regarded the Lord with contempt, the son Bathsheba had 
conceived by David would die. And while this son did die, David set a very positive example for all of us in the way 
he handled it. From the time the child took ill until the moment he died, David fasted and prayed, that God might 
relent concerning his death. When the boy died, the servants were afraid to tell David, for fear he might harm 
himself. If he was so distraught when the infant was sick, how might he react when he learned the boy had died? 
David noticed the servants were whispering and discerned that the boy had died. When he asked them directly if 
the boy was dead, they answered that he was. 
 
David’s servants were shocked to see the king get up from the ground, bathe, change his clothes, eat, and then go 
to the house of the Lord to worship. They asked him why he had responded as he had. David told them that he knew 
God might take pity on the child when He observed his repentance. But now that the child was dead, David accepted 
this as from the Lord, confident that though the child could not come to him, he would someday join this child in 
heaven. Later, Bathsheba and David would have another son.  Because God would not allow David to build the 
Temple because he was a man of war, he named his son Solomon, which in Hebrew is the same root word as 
“shalom” or in English “peace”. 
 
•     What are we to make of a child dying because of a father’s sin? 
•     Why did David react to his son’s death the way he did? 
 
Thursday: 2 Corinthians 7:1-10 
To repent means to change one’s attitude towards sin and God. It’s a change that must occur in both the mind and 
the heart. In Matthew 27:3, Judas repented in his mind but not his heart. In other words, he had a sense of regret 
or remorse, but he remained in his sin instead of turning to God for forgiveness. Remorse means to feel bad about 
something---but repent means to stop doing it. Repentance of the mind and the heart leads to salvation and consists 
of four steps:  
 
1) Recognize Your Guilt. 
The idea here is that we understand who we are and where we stand before God. 1 John 1:8 tells us that “if we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Romans 6:23 tells us the “wages of sin is 
death”. The first step in repenting involves owning up to our sins.  We cannot blame others for our actions or try to 
justify ourselves, we must admit to ourselves that we are sinners and stand under God’s judgment. 
 
2) Trust That God Will Forgive You 
In Psalm 51, David wrote, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.” Repentance is not only acknowledging our sin, it’s also recognizing that 
God is willing and able to forgive our sin. We’re promised in Hebrews 8:12 that God will “forgive our wickedness 
and will remember our sins no more.” The second step in repenting involves believing that God will forgive us. 
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3) Turn From Sin To God 
Once we realize that we stand before God guilty of sin, that He is willing to forgive us, and Jesus Christ has already 
done everything needed to bring about our forgiveness, we must then come to Him to receive that forgiveness. We 
come to God the Father through Jesus Christ, who is God the Son. John 3:16 declares that “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 1 
John 4:10 tells us that Christ is “the propitiation [or payment] for our sins.” Because Christ paid for our sins, Romans 
3:24 tells us that we have been “justified freely” through Him, and we now stand before God innocent. The final 
step in repenting involves:  
 
4) Calling on Christ to save us from the penalty of sin.  
Acts 2:21 promises that “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Once we have repented and come 
to Christ for forgiveness, Ephesians 2:19 tells us we are “no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and members of God’s household.” 
 
Friday: Acts 5:17-32 
With their public ministry and refusal to obey the Sanhedrin, it was only a matter of time before the authorities 
would react to the Church.  The Sanhedrin had strictly ordered the apostles not to teach or preach in the name of 
Jesus Christ, and the early Church had refused to obey that order.  To the Sanhedrin, that was a double threat.  In 
their eyes, the Church was not only a group of heretics, but they were also potential revolutionaries.  Then, like now, 
Palestine was forever ready to blow up in violence, so if these people were not stopped, they very well might start 
an uprising; and that was the very last thing that the priests and Sadducees wanted.   
Why were the Sadducees so concerned about an uprising? 
 
So they had the apostles arrested, but an angel of God opened the doors of the prison and instructed them to teach 
some more.  When they did, they were arrested again, and the Sanhedrin demanded obedience, to which the 
apostles boldly proclaimed that they would remain obedient to God alone. The early Church had great courage.  To 
be jailed for teaching, and then released and told to go teach would seem ludicrous to some, but these saints did 
not flinch in their faithful response to God’s call. Peter said: “The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead 
after you killed Him by hanging Him on a cross. Then God put Him in the place of honor at His right hand as Prince 
and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be forgiven” (Acts 5:30-31). 
 
•     Why did Jesus have to die in order for people to repent of their sins and be forgiven? 
•     Can you repent of your sins on your own, or do you need God’s help? 
 
Saturday: Acts 20:13-21 
This is truly one of the most passionate and heartbreaking of Paul’s speeches.  Certain things are important to him 
that he wants to make clear: 
 
1)     He wants his friends to know that he had spoken the truth without fear.  He had been absolutely faithful to the 

Gospel and preached what God wanted him to preach, and not just what the people wanted to hear.   
Why do some pastors shy away from this today? 

2)     He had lived independently and had been a burden to no one.  He had worked for everything that he had. 
3)     He faced the future unafraid because he knew that he faced it with Jesus.  He had been given the Holy Spirit 

and Jesus’ presence. Living in Him gave him the courage to know that no matter what, at the end with Jesus, 
he would be more than a conqueror to whatever came his way. 

4)     Paul wanted his friends to know that they too had a duty, a holy obligation.  God had called them and given 
them gifts for ministry, and they needed to use those gifts---not if they felt like it or had the time, but use 
them.  God had appointed certain people to be pastors or overseers of the flock; and they, like the Good 
Shepherd before them, needed to shepherd their sheep. 

5)     Paul wanted his friends to know that it is a struggle to be a Christian, so they need to accept that and move 
on.  Wherever the people of God are working to build the kingdom of God, the forces of this world and the 
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forces of evil will do whatever they can to stop that ministry.  The Church could count on continual warfare 
until Jesus returns. 

 
Through it all, you can just feel the deep compassion and love that Paul felt for his congregation.  He was truly a 
Good Shepherd.  He said: “I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin 
and turning to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:21). 
 
•     Why is repenting necessary? 
•     Can a person be saved outside of Jesus? 
•     Since only Jesus can forgive and give us life, evangelism is truly one of the most loving things we can do---it 

means we love someone enough to want them to be saved.  Why then are Christians so hesitant to 
evangelize?  Have you witnessed to anyone this week? 

 
Also available at livingwordumc.org 

 


