
Living Word Bible Study (April 23-28, 2018) 
 
Monday: John 17:17 
Research organizations like Barna and the Schaeffer Institute have found that most Christians do not know the Word 
of God. Some are new to the faith and have not taken the time while others tend to get their information from our 
culture, false teachers, presumptions, TV, and feelings--not directly from God's Word. Because of this, the Church is 
moving further and further away from the truths of Scripture and replacing the precepts of God with the ways of 
humanity. A lack of Bible reading, teaching, knowledge, and application of discipleship is becoming an ever-increasing 
problem with Christianity in America in general. We can be part of the solution, dive in and allow God to transform 
and renew us deeply while we build a better church for the glory of Jesus Christ. 
 
For added motivation, we need to know that the Bible is, indeed, the most important work of communication ever 
conceived and must be known and applied by those whose faith and trust is in the Lord. Only then can you be 
confident of your relationship with Christ; you can also communicate this faith more effectively to those you 
encounter. This is not an overnight event. It is a life-long journey that must be embarked upon by Christians, so we 
can know Christ and His precepts with conviction and share the love and grace of the Lord with passion and 
confidence so that others can know and grow in Christ! 
 
As Christians, we are the beacons of light to God’s glory. People come to us to know who God is. They do this by 
watching your lives rather than listening to your words. Is your faith real? Loved out? Effectual? Do you have 
something special that others must have? Building an effectual Christian faith happens when we immerse ourselves 
in the wonders of God and His precepts. It happens when we follow God’s commands and heed His Word. It happens 
when we take all that we know about our Lord and really LIVE GOD. Communing with Jesus in prayer, being and 
learning and growing and doing this is effectual faith. The first step in this faith-building and discipleship is taken 
when we are reading, studying, knowing and growing in the Bible.  Let's look at two keywords from John 17:17. 
 
God’s Word is Truth! This great declaration in John 17:17 is referring to the authority of Scripture that is God's written 
Word, and to Christ who is the Word made flesh. In context, this statement refers to God's Holiness and that we 
acknowledge God as sovereign and righteous. We are to know that His Holy decrees and principles are infallible, 
knowable; His Word benefits us in the here and now, as well as what we take into eternity. Jesus is the embodiment 
of Truth; He is the Supreme Being whose precepts we are to emulate. He is the Truth. The prime reason why we have 
the Bible is to help us know Jesus---not just know ABOUT Him, but know Him on a personal basis! Jesus makes this 
statement many times in the Gospel of John; it is a statement and, sometimes, a prayer for all Christians through all 
time, that we know God and make God known by spreading the Gospel! It is God's role and work that are empowering 
and saving; we merely respond. Our faith is a response, not a work; we realize Christ because He is revealed to us. 
All the blessings and wonder that we have and can have are in Christ, and He gives us the faith that we turn into more 
faith by our commitment and obedience. 
 
We get into the Bible for transformation! We have the incredible opportunity to meet with God to know God. For 
this to happen; we open the Bible and read its words with anticipation and wonder as we commune with the Creator 
King of the universe who wants us to know God. The relationship building doesn't stop with heeding the simple 
glorious message of the Gospel; we must continue on, delving into God's Word. It is through this intentional learning 
that we capture His principles, letting us ponder His Truth and begin to apply ourselves to God, conforming to His 
Word. Literally, in John 6, we are called to 'feed' on Christ; we are to consume His work and principles both for living 
now and for eternity. This helps us have real meaning and a purposeful life by building our new life. 
So know this, when we study the Bible, we are meeting with Jesus; it is how we are to grow in Christ---it is how we 
build our faith and spiritual formation in order to be our best for His Glory.  

1.     What excuses do some Christians make for not studying the Bible? How does this affect their life and church? 
2.     Have you considered that the main way to the Truths of God is from His most precious Word? How does this     

help you heed what He has to say to you? 
3.     Do you understand Truth versus truth that is just personal or subjective or relative? 
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4.     Have you noticed that the Church is moving further and further away from the true Truths of Scripture? What   
are some of the things that we are replacing the precepts of God? What would this do to you and your church? 
What can you do about it? 

Tuesday: Nehemiah 8; Romans 12:1-3 
The Bible is your prime platform for your encounters with Jesus Christ; you can know the Sovereign Creator God of 
the Universe who loves you and has something precious to say to you. We need to be eagerly ready and able to hear 
it, know it and apply it! We are to read God's Word because it is all about His plan and manual for Christian life and 
liberty, for relationships, and doing church right. This is where we learn His principles, calls, will, and plans for us to 
know, grow, and prosper in our lives and churches are in its pages. We must do our best to connect with God by 
submerging ourselves to know God, to know His principles, to internalize His precepts; then, we are to live them out 
for His glory and our reciprocal benefit. Therefore, we read the Bible to be transformed and renewed, so we must 
listen, learn, and do. (Read James 1:21-27) 
 
God sent His Son to live and die for us, and He gives us His Word to nurture an intimate relationship of love. We learn 
and apply this all by reading the Bible, studying His precepts, worship and praying amongst other spiritual disciplines. 
Why? To know and do God's will! God wants us to know God, and, to do this, we need to convene with God, as you 
would with building a relationship with a close friend. God wants you transformed and renewed. We get to know and 
grow in God by listening so that we will be learning His directions, history, even His poetry. To do this, we learn to 
trust and grow to follow God; this is the essence of being a growing committed Christian and communally as an 
effective church! 
 
As Christians, we have received the greatest gift conceivable. We have been saved, not of any effort or reason on our 
part except by faith. What do we do to live fully in Christ? We get to know God! We do this not by just becoming a 
Christian or watching someone on TV, it is not our entitlement; rather, this faith-this beautiful and complete 
relationship with our Father-is cultivated by our due diligence in connecting with our Lord, building relationships and 
increasing trust-just as we would do with any trusted friend.   
 
1.     What is the outcome of being a Christian if we never read the directions to know what we should be doing? 
2.     What outcome is there to the Christian life without the life-changing transformational life we can have through  

His Word, Work, and Holy Spirit? 
3.     We are called to meet with Him daily, are you responding? How are your efforts going? 
4.     Does your Christian activity line up to His revealed truth or is it based on your plans and agenda? 

Wednesday: Psalm 19 
God gives us the Book--THE instruction manual. The Bible is actually a collection of sixty-six (66) books--thirty-nine 
(39) in the Old Testament, and twenty-seven (27) in the New Testament. They were written over a 1,600-year period, 
unified in theme and with a singular purpose to show Who God is, What He does, His Holiness, His Law, Plan, and 
precepts. It also contains who we are, what we are, our purpose and plan, and our sinful rebellion. It contains the 
Truth: Christ's plan for how He intercedes to redeem us for our salvation. From the Bible, we learn how we can be 
the people He created us to be. We can know His calls and concerns, His precepts and opportunities. We can know 
God's heart. 
 
The written word of God has been transmitted through men and women, who were kings and shepherds, fishermen 
and noblemen, soldiers and farmers, religious leaders, the amateur and the professional scribe-each message unified 
in purpose, plan, and call. There is no other book in all of history like it, nor will there ever be. It is banned in dozens 
of countries-death sentences to possess it in some and freedom to exercise it in others. This is no mere work of fables 
or diatribe of conjecture because such a book would never be worth considering in banning, burning, or attempting 
to destroy. 
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The Old Testament has 39 Books separated into 4 main divisions: 
Pentateuch, Narrative, Wisdom, and Writings. 

The New Testament has 27 Books separated into 4 
main: Gospels, Historical, Epistles and Apocalyptic. 

Old Testament: Books 1 to 39 New Testament: Books 40 to 66 

The Pentateuch is the 5 books of Moses. 

1. Genesis 

2. Exodus 

3. Leviticus 

4. Numbers 

5. Deuteronomy 

The Gospels Narratives 

40. Matthew 

41. Mark 

42. Luke 

43. John 

The Historical Narrative Books (there are 12) from Joshua through 
Esther. 

6. Joshua 

7. Judges 

8. Ruth 

9. 1 Samuel 

10. 2 Samuel 

11. 1 Kings 

12. 2 Kings 

13. 1 Chronicles 

14. 2 Chronicles 

15. Ezra 

16. Nehemiah 

17. Esther 

Historical Books 

44. Acts 

Poetry and Wisdom Literature Books (5) from Job through Song of 
Solomon. 

18. Job 

19. Psalms 

20. Proverbs 

21. Ecclesiastes 

22. Song of Songs 

Epistles and Doctrinal Books 

By Paul 

45. Romans 

46. 1 Corinthians 

47. 2 Corinthians 

48. Galatians 

49. Ephesians 

50. Philippians 

51. Colossians 

52. 1 Thessalonians 

53. 2 Thessalonians 



54. 1 Timothy 

55. 2 Timothy 

56. Titus 

57. Philemon 

Prophetical Books or Writings include the 5 "Major Prophets," 
because of the extended length, from Isaiah to Daniel, and the 
writings of the 12 "Minor Prophets," because of the smaller work, 
from Hosea to Malachi. 

General Epistles 

58. Hebrews 

59. James 

60. 1 Peter 

61. 2 Peter 

62. 1 John 

63. 2 John 

64. 3 John 

65. Jude 

Major Prophets 

23. Isaiah 

24. Jeremiah 

25. Lamentations 

26. Ezekiel 

27. Daniel 

Apocalyptic Prophetical Book 

Epistle by John 

66. Revelation 

Minor Prophets 

28. Hosea 

29. Joel 

30. Amos 

31. Obadiah 

32. Jonah 

33. Micah 

34. Nahum 

35. Habakkuk 

36. Zephaniah 

37. Haggai 

38. Zechariah 

39. Malachi 

 
 

 

 



The Bible is about History = His Story! 
God's story. Our Story. Who am I? What am I here for? What is my purpose? Is there a God? Does He know me? Does 
He care? Does He love me? These are the timeless questions sought by humanity and philosophers-all answered in 
the Bible. It is a gift and purpose that the Bible is not contained just to the past; it is the Book for the here and now, 
too. It shows our flaws and failures, our hurts and setbacks, our heroes and victories and opportunities to come. 
Need some proof? The Bible has been proven by archeology and science--its precepts, facts, figures, and personalities 
are all true. The Bible gives the timeless insights of faith and reason; the Bible is God's True Truth for all time-yes, 
living and applicable to us right now, today. 
 
The Bible is about His story, how we are called to know and worship Him. It is about us; there is nothing in the Word 
that does not concern us. It is the answer book of life, death, and all that is in between and beyond. It is our history, 
our present, and our future; it is life. How do you worship the Lord? Do you worship for the Who, What, and Why He 
is? How about Who and What He is for? The Bible is God and you; it is about God, about you, about the church, life, 
liberty, God's love and relationship to humanity, and His desire for us to know and grow in Him. 
 

The bottom line desire of God is that we receive Him as Lord, by faith take His offering of salvation, be grateful and 
move through the journey of our lives by faith, love, and Fruit of His Spirit. This will give you precious information 
about life and things that matter. You will also receive insights to understand how God works through history and 
relationships, how He loves and equips, how He molds and shapes and how He is impacting you, too. You will be able 
to make better life decisions, have more joy and confidence, be assured that as God is at work in you and in the 
world, you can persevere through all that a fallen world may bring you. You are not in isolation! You have a reason 
and purpose! God's love through time and through history is real and seeking to move through you. 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 

To be a good Bible student and a great Bible teacher, our interests must be surrendered to His; His interests must be 
ours! Doing what we do not want to do in the first place becomes sheer pleasure because it is serving Him. When we 
are doing this, our understanding of the Bible will grow and consequently, our faith, maturity, and character will also 
grow; we will be showing the love and care we are called to give to reach our neighbors for Christ! 

1.     Have you ever asked these questions: Who am I? What am I here for? What is my purpose? Is there a God?     
Does He know me? Does he care? Does He love me? 

2.     Have you ever viewed the Bible as a library or a collection of 66 Books instead of just one? How does this help 
you? 

3.     How do you feel that the Bible is banned in dozens of countries? Why do they do this so passionately? 
4.     God's Word has been transmitted through so many different types of people; why did God not just use 
          professional scribes? 
 

Thursday: John 1:1-5 
Jesus Christ is the Word, the eternal, always-existing, One and only true God who created everything and gave us life. 
He is the life source and reason for the universe Who will defeat darkness. He is not a god, but The God! 
In the beginning, before all things were created or made, God expressed Himself. He is the personal, always-existing, 
eternally-loving, most Holy God. He is the Word, Who has forever and will always exist. He is eternal One Who forever 
was, forever is, and forever will be. He was with God, is with God, and will always, consistently be with God because 
He is the God everlasting. He is and was and will be. He was the beginning, He is the now, and will be the future, all 
with God, all as God. He is the only one God Who created everything-all that there was, all that is, and all that will 
be; He created it all. There has never been anything in the multi-universe, the entirety of all creation that He did not 
make or anything now or ever will be that He did not create. Life itself is with Him, as life itself was created by Him 
and it is He Who gives Light and life to everyone. His Light is life and it shines through everything-through darkness, 
through us, through all that ever was and ever will be. He is the Light to the World and there is nothing that can ever 
extinguish that Light or Him. 
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All of the Gospels begin with placing Jesus in a historical setting such as the genealogy with Matthew or John the 
Baptist's ministry in Mark, connecting Jesus to humanity and history. Since John was familiar with the others and the 
context of His earthly ministry, John places Christ by His nature being God, connecting Jesus with His Eternal Being 
and history of the universe. John's use of "Word" to identify Jesus also grabs philosophic-minded Romans and pious 
Jews. This passage is a prologue to this Gospel of John, about our Creator, Lord, and Savior who is the eternally 
existing, ever present, ever powerful, sole Creator-God. It is about our transcendent, all-knowing, ever-existing, most 
Holy, most powerful, eternal God who has always existed and will always continue to exist and He is Jesus Christ! The 
statements in the passage are designed to remove all doubt of who and what Jesus Christ is.  

In Hebrew, the "word" (dabar) refers to the Scriptures and Law of God. His "written word," God's principles and 
commands, is our "sustaining source," our illumination guide that we need to cling to Him and His Word for direction 
on the path of our lives. Thus, Thy Word in the Old Testament refers to God's Holy Scriptures that point to Christ who 
embodies and fulfills it…but we are still called to trust and obey Him and His written Word. This is so we have His 
information and insights for righteousness and can avoid the darkness of sin and bad choices so that we do not 
stumble. This Word is also personal and effectual and refers to the Bible and then to Christ Himself, which is now 
fulfilled. The point is that if we have life by Him, then we accept Him. We should then love Him, demonstrated in how 
we follow His precepts. 

1.     How does this passage attest that Jesus is fully God? What does one need to do to make sure Christ's Light shines 
into his/her heart and puts out the darkness? 

2.     How is Jesus personal to you? What does it mean that He is the always existing, eternal loving, most Holy God? 
3.     Who is the Word, and how would you explain it? What does it mean to you that the eternal, always existing, 

One and only true God who created everything gave you life and purpose and salvation (if you have accepted 
Him as Lord)? 

 

Friday: John 1:6-18 
God sent John the Baptist as a forerunner to Christ, to be a herald and sign that the Messiah had come. This was so 
that people might see and believe that Jesus Christ would come. He was the Light to the world, and He would come 
to save the lost. Then, John calls for people to repent, to embrace righteousness, to trust and obey, and to become 
God's child, purging the grip of darkness forevermore. John was not the Light; rather, he was a witness of the Light, 
a testimony of the new covenant of grace from God to us. Even though Christ made the world and all things, darkness 
corrupted everything. Sin blinded people from the Truth so they needed His Light to know God and to live. John's 
witness is so that people may now see the Light, the hope, and love of God, accept His saving grace so to become the 
children of God, and be reborn-all of which can come only from God. To prove and make this happen, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, became a man and lived amongst us. He remains pure and His Light shines to show us the love 
and plan of God. John passionately points this all out to the people so they may change their ways, telling them 
someone greater than he (John) is coming so that all who trust in Him can receive His rich blessings. God's unfailing 
love through the faithfulness of Christ is available to us and we can see God by seeing Christ. 
 
This passage continues the prologue, introducing to us the Christ, who is eternally existing and who now comes as 
fully God and becomes fully human. He becomes flesh and dwells among us. The Word became flesh---meaning Christ 
who is fully God-the ultimate reason, the same substance and essence of God, the Creator-came into His creation as 
both an eternal being and a created being, a man-fully God and fully man. The Spirit and full force of God came 
together. This is called the "Incarnation." Christ, who is not a created or made being, came into the world as one of 
us. This means that Jesus Christ, being fully Divine, was also born into the world as a full-fledged person who would 
live in our place, fulfill the law, and become our substitute for the penalty of sin we incurred. He took that penalty 
and paid it by His sacrifice on the Cross and His shed blood. This is the heart and purpose and reason of Christianity, 
of whom and what Christ is, and what He came to do. Without this incarnation, we have nothing of real substance, 
nothing that can save us; rather we just have a meaningless religion with good ideas. God is now one of us, God 
among people, personally conveying His Love, personally giving us His Grace! In John's Gospel, there is a lot of word 
repetition; this was a Jewish literary device to bring emphasis to the importance of what was being said. What is 
more important than God saving us? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A6-18&version=NLT


Do you know who Jesus is? He is the face of God, the One who eternally lives and reveals to us the Father. He is the 
one who gives you life and the Light of the Word for your salvation! We know God by knowing Christ, who is God. 
We know Him by knowing His written Word that carries to us His living Word. Are you living your life because of Who 
He is and what He has done for you? Are you forever devoted to Christ as LORD? Does your character reflect Who 
Christ is and what He is doing in you? Do you believe in the eternal Christ? Are you living up to what you believe with 
trust and hope? If not, why not? (1 Peter 4:19) 
 
Christianity is not earned or presumed; it is not learned or reasoned or built or formed or inherited or purchased. It 
is something that no price can ever lay hold of-except the price paid on our behalf by Christ! Yet once we have it, we 
can lean, learn, reason, inherit His character and eternal life, and continually build upon it. For us to have real 
effectual faith, we have to receive Jesus Christ as our own. Not through our parents or our church or our religion, but 
ours alone-faith that is real, relevant, and personal. Our faith and knowledge in Christ must be received initially, a 
move that the Spirit enables us to do. 
 

1. What does it mean to you that God is now one of us? How would you communicate to someone that God 
lived amongst people, personally conveying His Love by personally giving us His Grace? 

2. How and why did John the Baptist show people how to see and believe that Jesus Christ is the Light of the 
world?  How would you have reacted? How does this motivate us to be good witnesses today? 

3. How can Christ be more within you as the ultimate purpose and meaning of life and all things we are to do? 
 

Saturday: James 1:21-27 
God's Word is the seed that is implanted in us to grow our faith and make our life impacting and worthwhile. His 
Word cannot be planted in our hearts when all the room is taken up by our pride and personal agendas! God's Word 
must be an active participant in us; His words must transcend our soul and will so that they take root in us in a deep 
and personal way so all we do will be the result of what God has impacted in us.  
 
Listening is extremely important, but just listening and doing nothing is useless! If a person went to a police officer 
and said a burglary was in progress, would the police officer be doing a great job by just being a great listener? 
Perhaps the police officer paid close attention and took the time to carefully listen-perhaps even writing it down. 
But, if he never responded to the burglary by calling it in, or trying to stop or investigate it himself, his job would be 
of no value to the community. 

  
God's Word will lead to godly action when it is received by a person who is rooted in Christ, whose life has been 
transformed. If not, we are self-deluded as James states in verses 23-27. Thus, the Bible must be not only read, it 
must be adhered to, it must impact us. Then, a visible and viable result will occur as our faith development increases, 
and our purpose is set with a life that is worth living and that leads others to Him. Further action is taking our faith 
to the streets of life and actually helping others in a real, authentic way. 
   
1.     How can the implantation of God's Word in you be easily thwarted? What blocks you from adhering to God's 

truths? How does putting up barriers slow down or stop our growth in Christ? What are the barriers for you? 
2.     Read 2 Peter 1: 3-11. God calls us to take His Word and allow Him to plant it in us just like a gardener would 

plant a tree, then allow our efforts in Him and the work of the Spirit to grow the tree of our faith in order to 
produce the Fruit in our lives to impact others around us. How can this transpire more effectively in you? 

3.     Read Colossians 3:15-17.  How does God's Word give you a spiritual birth and reason in life? Consider the age-
old philosophical questions: Who am I? What am I here for? What is the meaning of life? 
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