
 
Living Word Bible Study (April 30-May 5, 2018) 

 
Monday:  Genesis 3:1-24 
This week’s study is concerned solely with the study of the Old Testament.  One thing Christians need to remember 
in studying the Old Testament is that these Scriptures were Jesus’ Scriptures.  As followers of Jesus, it just makes 
sense that we, too, would be sustained in the faith through the same Scriptures Jesus Himself used.  But even beyond 
that, all of the New Testament writings make clear that Jesus brought the Old Testament to fulfillment – Jesus 
embodied, fully, what the people of Israel in the Old Testament were always intended to be by God.  So when we 
read the Old Testament, we read it through the lens of Jesus.  Even when the stories we find don’t make sense to us, 
we need to remember Jesus, and how His life, death, and resurrection guide us in interpreting what we find in the 
Old Testament.  The early, persecuted, Christian church found great value in the stories of faith – and in the stories 
that lack faith – contained in the Old Testament, and we can too. 
 
The story in Genesis 3 is commonly referred to as the story of “The Fall of Humanity”.  It is a well-known story, even 
in the secular world.  The crafty serpent tempts Eve (who doesn’t even have this name yet, according to verse 20!) 
to eat the forbidden fruit, and then she gives some of it to her husband Adam.  Awareness of their disobedience 
causes them to hide from God, who searches for them.  Upon discovery of their actions, God pronounces curses.  The 
serpent will be the enemy of the humans, childbearing will be difficult for the woman, and the work needed to survive 
on the land will be difficult for the man.  Because the humans have gained the knowledge of good and evil, they are 
banished from the Garden so they do not have access to the tree of life, which would grant immortality.  What 
purposes might this story serve?  Well, for one thing, it clearly exonerates God from being guilty of all the suffering 
and misery that we experience in the world.  The blame for that falls squarely on the human couples’ choice.  The 
world God created was good, and humanity itself was created VERY good – but the humans, not God, broke it.  
Motherhood, which can be one of life’s greatest joys, is only achieved through pain.  Work is required to enjoy all 
that life has to offer – and yet work can be hard, unfulfilling, and unproductive.  Looming over all of it is the prospect 
of death.  All of this finds its root in a broken relationship with God – broken at the hands of humanity, not the hands 
of God.  Many people struggle with this story - considering the banishment from the Garden of Eden a punishment.  
This idea then firmly sets their understanding of God’s identity as “punisher”.  Fly right, or get sent to hell, banished 
from paradise.  But what if the banishment from the Garden was, in fact, an act of mercy?  Who would want to be 
immortal in a world so full of pain and suffering?  God banishes the humans from the Garden, He says, so they cannot 
take from the tree of life and live forever.  It is not God’s will for us to live eternally in a world we have broken, full 
of pain and suffering, but to restore us to the life God originally intended, in perfect relationship with Him. 
 

• How does this story address the issue of why the world is the way it is? 
• Do you blame God for the way the world is or human beings?  Why do you think people blame God for the 

way the world is when this story teaches that He is not? 
• The story does not mention the word “faith” – but how does the concept of faith in God (or lack of faith) 

show up in the story? 
• Does the meaning of the story DEPEND on its historicity?  In other words, do we have to believe that at one 

point in history, serpents could talk?  What IS the story telling us about God, and about ourselves? 
• How does the story point toward Jesus? 

 
Tuesday:  Genesis 6:9-9:17 
Today’s reading is rather long – but the well-known story about Noah is another Old Testament story that bothers a 
lot of people.  God, acting again in a way that is often interpreted to make Him the “punisher”, destroys the world 
He has created except for one righteous man, and his family.  The world plunges back into a watery chaos devoid of 
life, recalling the way the universe is described before God’s acts of creation back in Genesis 1.  One of the things to 
keep in mind when we read the story of Noah is emphasized in Genesis 6:11-13.  The earth was FULL of violence.  ALL 
people on earth had corrupted their ways.  The world Noah lived in was beyond anything we can imagine today, even 
considering how bad things are in our world.  Noah, alone in the entire world, walked with God.  The picture that is 
drawn is a world where Noah would have lived in utter fear at all times.  It was the complete opposite of the kind of 
life God desired for him.  God not only saved Noah from the flood – God also saved Noah from a world that was out 
to destroy him.  Whereas we often choose to focus on God’s judgment of the sin of the world (which IS part of the 
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story), the real point of the story is God’s mercy toward Noah.  The broken relationship with God that began with 
Adam and Even had led to a world that was a nightmare.  In His mercy, God saved Noah from enduring it.  But the 
cost of that saving was huge – the destruction of God’s creation at God’s own hands.  The cost of the salvation God 
brought to Noah grieved God so much, that He promised never to destroy life with a flood again.  But the high cost 
required for the salvation of humanity never changed.  What changed was who would pay the cost – God Himself, in 
the form of Jesus Christ, rather than God’s creation. 
 

• How does this story address the issue of why the world is the way it is? 
• How do you tend to view God in this story – as a “punisher” or as a “savior”?  What does your answer say 

about your overall perception of God? 
• Where is faith a factor in this story?  Consider Noah’s behavior before, during, and after the flood. 
• Once again - does the meaning of the story DEPEND on its historicity?  In other words, do we have to believe 

that at one point in history it rained enough to cover the top of every mountain on the earth?  What is this 
story telling us about God, and about ourselves? 

• How does the story point toward Jesus? 
 

Wednesday:  Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
The story of the birth of Isaac to the elderly Abraham and Sarah is another Old Testament story that strains credulity.  
Our 21st-century mentality screams at us – “no way!”  But we are guilty of chronological snobbery if we think the 
people of the time were any different!  In fact, the story itself makes clear that Sarah herself scoffed at the suggestion.  
She is described as beyond the age of childbearing, and she knows that such a thing is out of the question.  The story 
lets us know that the “man” making the prediction that Sarah would have a child is, in fact, God, in a somewhat rare 
Old Testament “theophany”, or appearance of God in human form – but it’s unclear if Sarah herself knows this.  There 
are a couple of different things we need to keep in mind to help us understand this story better.  First – a lot of time 
has gone by since God first promised Abraham, in Genesis 13:16, that his descendants would be as numerous as the 
dust of the earth.  Sarah has already convinced Abraham to sleep with her maidservant to produce descendants for 
Abraham.  At this point in time, God’s promise to Abraham has been delayed and delayed and delayed - to the point 
of what appears to be the complete impossibility of its fulfillment.  The story addresses how human beings react and 
respond to God acting on God’s timetable rather than on our own.  Does hope die?  Does faith in God’s promises 
wane?  Do we scoff or laugh when we think it’s too late, or does hope reignite?  The second thing to keep in mind is 
God’s word in 18:14: “Is anything too hard for the LORD?”  The answer to the rhetorical question is clearly “no”.  
Abraham was obedient to God – he left his homeland for Canaan, as God commanded, but instead of a life of ease, 
he is faced with famine and a barren wife.  He continually asks “when will God’s promises come true?”  Even though 
I know what God has promised for my life, I haven’t experienced it.  Is it, in fact, too late for me?  When is it too late 
for God to do something life-changing, joyous, and fulfilling in my life? 
 

• What modern-day, real-life, experiences can you think of that parallel the feelings and emotions of Abraham 
and Sarah in this story? 

• Have you ever felt like the promises God has made concerning your own experience of the fullness of life are 
a long time in coming? 

• Where is faith (or lack of faith) a factor in this story?  How do those faith issues connect to faith issues today? 
• How are faith and hope related?  What does it look like, daily, to wait in hope? 
• How does this story point to Jesus? 

 
Thursday: Exodus 13:17-14:31 
The familiar Old Testament story of the crossing of the Red Sea by the Hebrew slaves escaping from Egypt is another 
story that demonstrates God’s willingness to save His people through miraculous actions with deadly consequences.  
This time, rather than a single-family passively participating in God’s salvation by biding time on an ark (as in the 
Noah story), the entire nation of Israel – hundreds of thousands of men alone, according to Numbers chapter 1 – 
walked on dry land through the waters of the sea that were separated by the hand of God.  As in the Noah story, 
however, the human beings who were suppressing the peoples’ ability to live the kind of life God had promised were 
drowned in flood waters.  Not only were the Hebrews saved from the waters of the sea, but before they had left their 
homes, the angel of death had passed over their houses, while the firstborn of every Egyptian household was lost.  It 
is worth noting that in Exodus 5:2, the pharaoh of Egypt had rejected the God of the Hebrews.  Now, in both Exodus 
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14:4 and 14:18, God says that “Now the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD”.  Furthermore, the Israelites 
themselves, in 14:10, were terrified, convinced it would be better to stay subservient to Egypt than to trust 
themselves to Moses’ leadership, which looked like it was leading to a sure death.  But after God’s salvation, 14:31 
says “the people feared the LORD and put their trust in Him and in Moses His servant.”  God had once again 
demonstrated the lengths He will go to in order to save humanity.  The Israelites began a new life of freedom on the 
other side, their threat drowned in the sea behind them. 
 

• What does this story add to our understanding of God, from earlier stories we have looked at this week, as 
the God who saves? 

• Are you troubled by the logistics of moving so many people through the waters of the sea, or by the concept 
of the waters being parted in the first place? 

• How much courage would it take for the Israelites to participate in the Exodus?  Would they have been 
convinced they might drown at any moment?  Or would they have absolutely trusted that God would see 
them through? 

• What does this story say about trusting God in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds?  What is our first 
instinct, according to the story?  What should be our response when we make it through, in spite of the odds, 
according to the story? 

• How does this story point to Jesus? 
   

Friday:  Joshua 5:13-6:27 
The story of Joshua’s capture of the city of Jericho is a cornerstone in the story of the Israelites, who had escaped 
from slavery in Egypt, taking possession of the land promised to Abraham by God many years before.  News of the 
Israelites conquering of other cities has clearly reached Jericho – the city is “hunkered down”, according to 6:1.  This 
fact makes the next verse only more remarkable – God says, “I have delivered Jericho into your hands”, as if it is 
already accomplished, before even giving Joshua detailed instructions regarding how he is to take the city.  Anyone 
who has been in children’s Sunday School knows what happened next – Joshua obeyed God’s instructions to the 
letter.  The Israelites marched around the city walls once a day for six days, but on the seventh day, they circled the 
city seven times, blowing trumpets.  Finally, all the Israelites gave a shout, and the walls “came tumbling down”.  The 
entire population was killed, and the city was razed – but first, the prostitute Rahab, who had earlier helped Israelite 
spies avoid capture, was saved from being in harm’s way. 
 
Christians today struggle, rightfully, with the wiping out of entire populations described in stories such as this one.  It 
may help to remember that the entire premise of the book of Joshua is that God is fulfilling the promises He made 
to Israel’s forefathers – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – many years earlier, that the land of Canaan was their possession.  
After hundreds of years of slavery in Egypt, the people of Israel questioned whether this promise would be fulfilled 
– in much the same way Abraham and Sarah questioned whether they would have descendants as God had promised.  
It is hard for us to imagine, with today’s values and context, the connection between possession of land of one’s own 
and the ability to thrive as a people in the ancient world.  Canaan had been the homeland for Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob before being forced into Egypt by famine, where they were eventually enslaved.  When the Israelites re-entered 
Canaan after the Exodus, they truly believed they were simply reclaiming what was their own homeland.  In the 
Biblical story, God concurs with this assessment.  Those who have built cities and are living in the land when Joshua 
and the Israelites arrive are interlopers on land that is not their own.  When the city of Jericho “hunkers down”, we 
should consider it somewhat equivalent to arriving back to our home from a vacation to find another family living 
there – a family that says “we aren’t budging”.  God says “it’s yours, Israel, and I will keep my promise, and ensure 
that you possess it.”  Furthermore, the Canaanite culture itself was morally bankrupt, sacrificing infants and children 
to their gods, and defiling the land through these actions in the Israelite worldview.  It’s also important to notice that 
the judgment passed is not truly universal.  Rahab, a Canaanite woman, acknowledged the Israelites’ right to the land 
and was spared.  In fact, she and her family became foreigners who were welcomed into the Israelite camp.  Before 
we blame God for condoning a massacre, we need to ask, as well, how the residents of Jericho might have made a 
choice that would save their lives, just as Rahab did. 
 

• What are your feelings as you read about the capture of Jericho?  What attitudes or expectations inform 
those feelings? 
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• What is the role of faith in this story?  Think first about the way Jericho fell, and second, about Rahab and 
her family.  The writer of Hebrews identifies both Joshua and Rahab as examples of faith in action. 

• What does this story say about who God will save?  What does it say about the lengths God will go to in order 
to save people or to keep His promises to people? 

• How does our understanding of God, as fully revealed in Jesus Christ, affect our reading of the story?  Early 
church heretics insisted the God of these stories was not the same as the God revealed in Jesus Christ, but 
the orthodox Christian church has always rejected this claim.  The God who was with Israel at Jericho took 
on flesh and was born as Jesus of Nazareth.  How was God safeguarding His people from sin in this episode? 
 

Saturday:  Daniel 6:1-28 
Our final reading this week comes from the book of the prophet Daniel.  Daniel lived in a much later time period than 
Joshua.  The tribes under Joshua’s leadership had eventually been united in a monarchy under King David, but 
eventually, the kingdom fell into civil war, and the nation split.  Both resulting nations were ultimately defeated by 
invading forces – the northern kingdom by Assyria, and the southern kingdom by Babylonia.  Daniel was among a 
large group of people who were carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.  The first chapters of the book of Daniel 
describe how, due to his prophetic abilities and his faith in God, Daniel rose to a position of prominence in the 
Babylonian administration.  Today’s story portrays the results of Daniel’s success – jealousy and plotting by rival 
administrators who are out to destroy David.  They convince the king to pass a law requiring his subjects to worship 
and pray to no one but the king, under penalty of being fed to the lions.  Daniel, of course, carries out his daily ritual 
of prayer to God without regard to the ruling, and despite the king’s efforts to save him, Daniel is thrown in with the 
lions.  But Daniel is saved!  The lions do not touch him, and he is removed from the den … but when his adversaries 
are given to the lions instead, they are quickly devoured.  The result is the acknowledgment of God’s power and 
might by the king of Babylon. 
 
One of the biggest questions this story elicits is around the fact that throughout history, many Christians in similar 
situations were, and are, martyred for their faith.  Why was Daniel not one of them?  The story says outright that he 
was saved “because he had trusted in his God” (Daniel 6:23).  Does that imply a promise that God will save from 
martyrdom everyone who trusts in God?  Doesn’t the evidence suggest that is not true?  Or, does this imply that 
people who are martyred did not trust God the way Daniel did?  Certainly, that is not true either.  Perhaps the answer 
is to be found in the context of the story itself, and in the way the early church came to understand such stories.  The 
exiled Jews in Babylon had seen the land promised to their ancestors, the same land conquered by Joshua and given 
to them by God, now itself conquered by a people who worshipped other gods.  Were those gods more powerful 
than their God?  Did their defeat also imply a defeat of their God?  What would be better – to stay true to their God, 
or to change allegiance to the (apparently) mightier gods of Babylon?  The story of God’s vindication of Daniel told 
these Jews, loudly and clearly, that God was still with them in spite of outward appearances.  Be true to God, and 
God will be true to you.  This message has provided a solid foundation of hope for generations of Jews, and later, 
Christians, who faced persecution by powers seemingly more powerful than God.  The faith of Daniel and God’s 
salvation of Daniel from the lion’s den gave the early Church confidence that no matter what foreign power is in 
control; God is faithful to His people.  When these stories were read in the aftermath of the reality of Jesus Christ’s 
resurrection, God’s people came to understand that even if that salvation does not occur in this lifetime (as it did for 
Daniel), faith in God WILL lead to salvation and new life.  When Jesus was obedient to God and got nailed to a cross, 
He died a martyr’s death.  He was not “saved from the lion’s den” like Daniel was.  But in His Resurrection, God gave 
evidence that death is not the last word.  God will be true to His promise and WILL save all who trust in Him. 
 

• How does the story of Daniel point to Jesus? 
• What is the role of faith in Daniel’s story? 
• How are you tempted to abandon faith in God in our world today? 
• In an earlier story of Daniel, God saved three of Daniel’s friends from death in a fiery furnace.  Read Daniel 

3:17-18.  The three friends seem to understand that being faithful to God is no guarantee of physical safety.  
What is YOUR expectation with regard to physical safety in relation to your faith in God? 

• How have this week’s Old Testament stories impacted your understanding of faith? 
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