
Living Word Bible Study (April 9-14, 2018) 
 
Monday: 1 Corinthians 13:9-13 
We all start somewhere. We gather information to the best of our ability and we come to conclusions. Sometimes 
we believe things because trusted individuals told them to us. If we are honest, "my momma says" and "the gospel 
truth" carry similar weight. The problem is that we still haven’t figured everything out. In fact, as we move through 
this world, gather more information and test our practical hypothesis, we realize how little we do know. This passage 
reminds us that we don't see as clearly as we would like. There are things we are trying to understand that we simply 
don’t have all the information we would like or need. This passage also tells us that although our knowledge is 
incomplete now, it won’t always be that way.  It is not irresponsible to ask questions about our faith. It is only 
irresponsible to ask the questions and not actually seek the answers.  
 
Questions: 
1.) Many people believe that asking questions is problematic for people of faith. Why do you think people hold this 
belief? 
2.) Do you ever not ask questions because you are afraid of the answer? 
3.) Verse 11 says " When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away 
childish things". What does this mean? What does maturing as a person of faith look like? 
 
Tuesday: Luke 24:1-12 
This passage reminds us that the women in Jesus’ life never for a moment stopped their work. They remained with 
Jesus till the end - even when the majority of the 12 disciples scattered. They continued to care for Jesus’ body and 
went to the tomb early in the morning only to find it empty. I like that the Scripture says, "As they stood there 
puzzled..." that would have been my reaction as well. When they are told that Jesus had risen, they are the ones who 
first tell the apostles and it says that "the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it". Peter 
even got up and ran to the tomb to investigate and when he saw the tomb empty he went home "wondering". The 
first proclaimers of the gospel message are women. They were puzzled, frightened, and disbelieved. They witnessed 
to others who doubted them and their story. Those doubts became questions and questions became investigation 
which led to answers and truth. 
 
Questions: 
1.) Why do you think the disciples doubted? 
2.) Peter had to run to the tomb to check. The other apostles apparently didn't leave the house. What would you 
have done? 
3.) Christians proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ regularly and it is still met with doubt. Why are we so surprised by 
this response when the apostles themselves doubted? 
4.) If Peter ran to the tomb - why do we dislike when believers ask questions? 
 
Wednesday: Luke 24:13-34 
The walk to Emmaus is one of the more well known Easter stories. The women have told the apostles that Jesus has 
risen, the apostles are confused and seeking answers, the followers of Jesus are beginning to leave Jerusalem and 
they are still confused. Jesus subtly joins two of His followers as they travel the road on the way to Emmaus. They 
are talking about the events of the last several days and Jesus begins to explain to them how what happened to Him 
made sense in relation to the Scriptures. Jesus covertly begins answering their questions and continues to teach 
them! At the end of the day’s journey, Jesus has increased their knowledge, stirred their spirits, and revealed Himself 
to them.  
 
Questions:  
1.) Why did Jesus not reveal Himself to His followers until later in the evening? 
2.) What do you think about His travel friends recognizing Him when He broke the bread?  
3.) The followers say, "didn't our hearts burn within us as He talked to us".  How do you feel when you receive answers 
to questions or when things suddenly make sense? 
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4.) After their questions were answered and Jesus had revealed Himself to them, they testified to what they had 
seen. What should our response be to what we have seen or the answers we have been given? 
 
Thursday: Luke 24:35-48 
Imagine your world has been turned upside down. You have been following Jesus and have seen things you can't 
explain, but His teachings are sound and your mind is beginning to see things differently. Suddenly, Jesus is gone and 
no one seems to know what happens next. People are afraid. Jesus was killed are you next? A group of women you 
know are telling some pretty crazy stories and people are even more confused than ever. Two of your friends start 
telling similar stories and suddenly Jesus - the Jesus you know- the Jesus that died 3 days ago - is in the closed room 
with you and He says, "peace be with you".  This is the moment in the movie where the violin shrieks and the smart 
person runs away. As everyone is freaking out, Jesus asks, "why are you frightened?"- I have to assume He was smiling 
when He said this. Jesus takes the next few moments to convince people He’s not a ghost. He shows them His 
wounds, He lets them touch Him, He even eats in front of them so they can tell He’s real. In the midst of their 
confusion, Jesus offers them Himself. He answers questions and it says He "opened their minds to understand the 
Scripture" and proclaims them witnesses.  
 
Questions: 
1. Do you think Jesus was actually upset that they didn't understand and that they were afraid? 
2.) Seriously - what would you have done if you were in that room? 
3.) Why does Jesus appear to small groups and not to the masses? To the people asking questions?  
 
Friday: Ephesians 4:11-16 
Once again we see a passage talking about spiritual maturity. Just as our bodies grow so does our faith. This passage 
shows us a standard. People who are spiritually immature jump from one theology to another and are easily 
influenced by false teachings. Spiritual maturity would have us speak the truth in love, becoming more like Christ, 
and being a part of the Church. Spiritual growth is the product of living with and into our faith. We ask questions, we 
engage in our community, and we learn to understand the truth of the Gospel. 
 
Questions 
1.) Asking questions is one way to develop spiritually, what are some others? 
2.) How can the Church help the spiritually immature? 
3.) What does it mean to speak the truth in love? 
4.) How can you grow in your faith? 
 
Saturday: Luke 8:4-15 
I was struggling with how to end this Bible study. I thought about using another Easter story and finally considered 
this parable and I think it is appropriate for a conversation on questioning, spiritual maturity, testifying, and belief. 
You see we are always engaging our faith. We may not always realize it, but everything we do shapes who we are, 
how we see the world, and how we respond. In this parable, we see Jesus describing how different people respond 
to God's Word. Some deny it completely, some respond favorably at first but who over time forget, some understand 
but fail to respond, and some understand and grow because of it. All of us at one time or another have experienced 
the Word these ways. The followers of Jesus fell into these categories post-resurrection.  
 
Just because we have a history of responding one way doesn't mean we can’t change. If you have questions - ask 
them- you will probably find answers and even more questions. Our God is a God who responds. Our God showed 
up in the face of doubt and said this is My body, here are My wounds, it’s ok to touch them. 
 
Questions: 
1.) What have you seen that you need to testify too? 
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