
 
Living Word Bible Study (May 7 - 12, 2018) 

 
Monday: Revelation 1:1-20 
Very first lesson---please note that there is no “S” on the end of this book.  We will be studying the Book of Revelation, 
not “Revelations”.  More formally, we will be studying “Revelation of St. John the Divine”.  
  
The second lesson---this was never intended to be read literally, so if you read it literally, you will never, and in fact can 
never make sense of it---because it makes no sense at all when taken literally!  Revelation is a book with several different 
literary genres within it.  You have epistle (which means a letter), you have poetry, you have prophecy, and you have 
apocalypticism. 
 
Apocalypticism literally means "disclosure" or "uncover". It is a theology which became very widespread toward the end 
of the Old Testament period. The last book written in the Old Testament is Daniel, and it is apocalyptic.  Apocalyptic 
theology is dualistic, cosmic, and eschatological.  Apocalyptic theology understands that there is an evil power which 
opposes the good power of God. In apocalyptic thought, the power of evil will soon be defeated by the power of God, 
and the defeat of evil will usher in God's sovereign reign of peace. 
 
Apocalypticism uses very symbolic language, with heavy use of animals (mythological and real) and numbers, because 
the people of God are being persecuted, and to communicate to each other, they used imagery that you needed to be in 
the inner circle to understand---that is why it is so very difficult for us to understand, we are no longer in the inner circle.  
It was clearly understood by the readers that the animals and numbers were NOT to be understood literally (in fact within 
the text of Revelation, John (the author) explains some of the symbolism he is using).  We will never understand 
apocalypticism if we try to read it literally!!!!!  
 
Jewish thought held to the conviction that the Jews were the chosen people of God, but had to adjust itself to the facts 
of history. It did so by working out a scheme of history. The Jews divided all time into two ages. There is The Present Age 
which is completely corrupt and beyond redemption. For it, there can be nothing but total destruction. The Jews, 
therefore, waited for the end of things as they are. And, there is The Coming Age which will be completely good, the 
golden age of God in which peace, prosperity and the righteousness of God would reign supreme.  
 
Apocalyptic thought believed that the change could never be brought about by human beings and, therefore, looked for 
the direct intervention of God. Jesus would return, with power and judgment and destroy this present age and usher in 
the golden age. The day of the coming of God was called The Day of the Lord and it would be a terrible and frightful time; 
terror and destruction and judgment would be the birth pangs of the new age. 
 
All apocalyptic literature deals with these events, the sin of the present age, the terrors of the time between, and the 
blessings of the time to come. It is entirely composed of dreams and visions of the end. That means that all apocalyptic 
literature is cryptic by design. It is continually attempting to describe the indescribable. 
 
It was only natural that these apocalyptic visions and hopes should burn ever brighter in times of oppression. The more 
some alien power held them down, the more the people of God dreamed of the destruction of that power and of their 
own vindication. But it would have been disastrous if the oppressing power could have understood these 
communications. Such writings would, of course, have been seen as treason---which of course meant death. Such books, 
therefore, were frequently written in code, deliberately couched in language which was unintelligible to the outsider; 
but very well known to the insider.  Compare it to gang graffiti today---most of us have no idea what graffiti means---but 
those on the inside know perfectly well.  The same is true for apocalyptic writing.  
 
Apocalypticism also divides history into periods or ages, and expects an immediate end to the present age---and please 
note, because this is so very important, and also so very misunderstood: THE END OF THE PRESENT AGE DOES NOT 
NECESSARILY MEAN THE END OF ALL TIME, JUST THE END OF THIS TIME!!!! 
 
Several new and radical insights came about through Apocalypticism that radically altered Jewish/Christian theology: 

• Resurrection of the body 
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• Hope for THE Messiah 
• Satan and demonology 

 
It is important for us to understand that the dualism of Apocalypticism is NOT the same kind of dualism as Gnosticism.  
Gnosticism is a great heresy of the early church that is actually still around today.  It taught that there is a strict dualism 
in nature.  All things of the flesh are inherently evil, whereas all things of the spiritual realm are good.  This, of course, 
led to gross heresies---denial of the incarnation, denial of the death and resurrection.  The dualism of Apocalypticism is 
not metaphysical, like it is in Gnosticism, rather it is the dualism of two cosmic powers---one good, the other evil.  In 
Jewish thinking, it was not a dualism between two gods, for there is only one God, Yahweh.  Rather it was the dualism 
between two powers, God was the good power, and Satan (who of course is not a god) was the evil power.   
 
In Apocalypticism, the eschatological element is combined with this cosmic dualism.  For both time and beyond time are 
involved.  Apocalypticism teaches that there are distinct and separate ages; the second will not be an outgrowth of the 
first, but something completely new.  The first, this present age, is under the dominion of the power of evil---
consequently, it is a broken and evil world, and many inhabitants of the world are evil.  Because of this, the righteous 
followers of God can expect to be persecuted in this evil age, and may even face martyrdom.  There is no hope at all for 
this present age to be reformed, God must bring it to an end, and begin anew and afresh.  Conditions until then are only 
going to get worse.  The ONLY hope for God's people is to hang tough, keep the faith and endure with God's grace and 
love until God's Kingdom comes, and this present age is destroyed. 
 
This marks the most profound difference between Apocalypticism and the Old Testament prophets.  The prophets 
believed that with God’s help, Israel would become a holy nation. A holy people and all the nations of the world would 
come to recognize Yahweh.  Apocalypticism, on the other hand, is very pessimistic about the present age.  This world is 
beyond reforming---the cancer is simply too widespread.  The ONLY hope is for God’s direct intervention---the destruction 
of this age, this world, and the creation of a new age, a new world. (Read Revelation 2:17; 3:12, 21:1) The prophets spoke 
of rebuilding Jerusalem, the apocalypticists spoke of a heavenly Jerusalem.  (Compare Isaiah 40:4-5 with Revelation 21:1) 
 

• Would you read a poem by Robert Frost, and a legal tax document by the IRS the same way?  Why?  
• Why did apocalyptic writers intentionally write things that could not be understood by outsiders? 
• Look up the word “eschatology”.  Some parts of Revelation are eschatological, but most are not. What is the 

danger of reading something as if it is eschatological, if it is not? 
 
Tuesday: Revelation 7:9-17 
As St. John was imprisoned on the Island of Patmos, God shares with him a great revelation, and John gets a peek beyond 
the creation we live in, he sees things our senses cannot tell us. As John describes his vision, he sees a great multitude 
standing before the throne in front of the Lamb of God.  These are the Christians who have died and been resurrected.  
This multitude is international, multi-ethnic, multi-lingual.  The barriers that divide people on this earth have been torn 
down.  We will worship side-by-side and hand-in-hand with all believers of every age. 
 
Fear, distrust, and suspicion will have melted away so that we can all embrace one another as brothers and sisters.  This 
will be an experience of true community and baggage-free fellowship.  The victorious, heartfelt worship of the multitudes 
indicates a closeness to God that goes beyond even our deepest experiences of God’s presence in this life.  Later in the 
Book of Revelation, John assures us of this closeness even more clearly: “Look, God’s home is now among His people! He 
will live with them, and they will be His people. God, Himself will be with them.” (Revelation 21:3) Yes, this is the 
culmination of all things…when we are restored to that right relationship we had before The Fall in the Garden of Eden.   
Some argue that this is even better, because God showed His love to us in this way, that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us to make this possible.  I don’t know about you, but when I worship now, I am often distracted, or my responses 
are sometimes mechanical. I’m not always into it.  John assures us that after we are raised from the dead, our worship 
will always be spontaneous and genuine.  We will be fully engaged in our praise and devotion to God. 
 
The last verses from our Lesson in Revelation Chapter 7 hold the most tender promises of all.  These verses promise us 
healing of both body and soul.  In the resurrection, our physical bodies will no longer be a burden. John expresses this by 
saying that we will no longer hunger and thirst.  Right now, our bodies are part of God’s good creation, but because of 
sin, our bodies are weak and needy.  Our resurrected bodies will not be weak and needy.  This redemption of the physical 
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world will extend even to the realm of nature.  The promise that the sun will not strike the multitude of the resurrected 
speaks of reconciliation between humanity and nature. 
 
•           What do you think the Kingdom of God looks like? 
•           Do you think Living Word looks like the Kingdom of God? 
•           If not, what can we do to make it look more like the Kingdom? 
•           What does it mean that humanity and nature will be reconciled? 
 
Wednesday: Revelation 12:7-12 
I have always loved this passage---as Michael is the superhero!  John now sees a great war between Michael and the 
angels of God and the dragon (who is Satan) and his evil minions. They fought as if this evil dragon had a chance. It was 
the universe's greatest mismatch, omnipotence versus arrogance, and pride versus the Way of God. The dragon, Satan 
himself, seeks to destroy by deceiving us to do his bidding, tricking us to think it is the best, most fun option, when in 
fact, all it does is devastate us, taking us away from family, opportunities, fullness, and Christ's ever-abundant love. Christ 
is triumphant; His blood and sacrifice prevails and is too much for Satan to handle. He can't stand against the goodness 
of Christ. Thus, the dragon and his minions are defeated and thrown out of Heaven. 
  
This dragon, Satan, and his agents thereof seek to destroy and manipulate us. He wants others to be seduced to put their 
trust in him so their eyes are not on God or His ways. He wants his arrogance and pride to be contagious and be fuel for 
us, and for future Christians. When we seek what we want and forget God, or think we have a chance to do it better or 
on our own, he wins. There is nothing Satan desires more than for us Christians to run our lives our way, which are really 
his ways. He wants your church to be run by the will of people, governed by the trends of the day and swayed by public 
opinion, where God's Word is kept out of reach or in the dark by overt or just neglected ways. 
  
Take heart! The battle has been won, Satan’s score is zero; for God, the score is countless. The devil may have his anger 
and his bag of tricks, but He can't have those who are in Christ. We are given the Blood of the Lamb; we have the backing 
and His authority to win over Satan's ways and ideas. We can rejoice and live our Christian life fear-free because the devil 
can't get what we do not give him. So, don't give him anything-not your thoughts, plans, or agendas; let all of you be 
impressed in Christ and immersed in His Way. 
 

• How do you handle a great crisis? Do you panic, run away, or come alive and take charge? How is the way we 
handle a crisis like the way we handle Satan's temptations?  

• How would you describe spiritual warfare to a non-Christian? What do you feel is the point God has for us is this 
passage? 

• Why did war break out in Heaven? What do you think could be the motivations of the dragon and his evil minions? 
Why do you suppose that Satan thought he had or still has a chance? How do arrogance and pride versus the 
Way of God come into play here? 

• Satan himself seeks to destroy by deceiving us to do his bidding. How have you seen him do this to you or to 
others? Why would some people think what Satan has to offer is the best and most open-minded, progressive 
option, when in fact, all it does is devastate them? 

• What are some of the things that are taken away from us when we are seduced by evil ways?  
• How is the fact that Christ is triumphant help you stand against the wickedness and evil of the world? Christ and 

His authority and His abundance are at our disposal; what does this mean to your faith? 
 
 
Thursday: Revelation 18:1-24 
Babylon is symbolic for Rome, which was the dominant culture of the time. John is guided by another angel to see more 
of this harlot, Babylon, and the hope of the Bride (which is the Church). He sees the earth grow bright while shouts are 
heard that Babylon has fallen and is no longer oppressive or even a problem for the faithful. It was once a hideout for all 
kinds of evil; now, its evils will crush upon themselves, taking out all the evils that followed. Those who have grown rich 
by fanatical evil will now become poor beyond measure; those who drank of adultery and immortality are ripe for 
judgment and punishment. At the same time, another angel, perhaps God Himself, calls to those of evil, those of deceit, 
the manipulative, the greedy, the cunning, the murderers, and those who refuse God, giving them a chance to repent 
and be saved. This is so very important---so many times people understand Revelation to be a book about God smacking 
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people around and destroying people in His vengeance.  This completely misunderstands the point of Revelation.  
Revelation is about God’s grace seeking to save ALL people!  God does not want anyone to be destroyed---He sends 
warning upon warning to try and get people to change their mind---but in the end, those who do not pay any attention 
to God bring about their own destruction---it is not at the hand of God!  Here we see that once again God warns them 
that their sins will cause their ruin. Their sins are piled high and God wants to remove the sin. But, instead of seeking 
God's grace and mercy, they pile on more sin and seek the evils of pleasure without responsibility, which will bring them 
torment, sorrow, and extreme helplessness. Those who sought favor and wealth from sin will mourn, but those who are 
righteous will be joyful and jubilant. Those who trusted in luxury and splendor will mourn; those whose trust was/is in 
Christ will praise God. In a single moment, what they thought was important will be gone; what really is important will 
remain and increase. God's glory and eminence are steadfast and proclaimed; the hope of the faithful comes to its 
fruition! 
 
This passage is a clear warning to both those in the world (in sin), and those who claim Christ as Lord yet want to be in 
the world. The question is "What lures you away from faith and what replaces faith?" We have to be on guard against sin 
and its allure. The ways of the world are tantalizing and seductive and will cater to Christians, seeking to entice them 
away from God and/or compromise their faith! 
 
God hates compromise and lack of faith! He wants us, as committed Christians, to place Him first and be proactive-to be 
on the offense, not just the defensive with our faith. He is greatly saddened when we seek to be one with or identified 
with our culture and its ways. This behavior results in the compromising of our faith! This means our spiritual formation 
becomes a pathetic, weakening of our character and the absence of Fruit, making us neutral, or apathetic, or insulting to 
God and others as Christians---this is exactly what was happening in Laodicea---read Jesus’ message to them (Revelation 
3:14-22). When we mold ourselves or the church after the world, we create selfishness, pride, and thus discounted and 
disgruntled Christian lives without purpose or meaning. When we allow Christ to mold us and our church through His 
Word and Spirit, then we can be changed agents to the world, effectively used by God, and pointing others to Him. 
 
At the same time, God does not want us so isolated from the world that we cannot influence it; rather, He wants us 
insulated from its evils so we can influence it for His Glory. We can be a voice that says "seek Him first" in the midst of 
evils and not be touched by its evils. The key is where our eyes and trust lie; is it with luxury or with Him? So, who is your 
Babylon? What entices you, and how can you be on guard? Remember, accountability is key! Do not live for what is 
fleeting and temporary; rather, seek what is real, effectual, and eternal: Christ as LORD! 
 
Can you think of a stern warning that would cause people to turn from their sins? Why does God want to remove the 
sin?  How would you contrast people who trust in luxury and splendor with those whose trust is in Christ? What do you 
seek to place first in your life? Why would a Christian seek to pursue evil? Consider prodigal teens who, though raised in 
a Christian home, still choose to rebel.  Knowing that Satan and evil offer fleeting, temporary pleasure that only ends in 
self-destruction and helplessness, why do people seek them? 
 

• Have you ever thought that the gossip, power plays, and manipulations in the local church can be evil? Don't 
think so? Look up gossip/tongue in a concordance! How does gossip create a bad character? How does the gossip 
of Christians show that they really seek to follow the world, not the Word? What can your church do to solve and 
prevent gossip?  

• So, who or what is your "Babylon?" What entices you? How can you be on guard? How can accountability be of 
help to you? Knowing that God hates compromise and the lack of faith, what can you do to be on guard? What 
can you do to be on guard against sin and its allure? 

 
Friday: Revelation 19:11-21 
The King of Kings is here, bringing the new age---the Age of God! John sees Heaven open up again, but this time the entire 
world can see it too; and now comes the Rider on the white horse! The horse has a name, "Faithful and True;" he will go 
to war and judge, doing so fairly. This is not to be taken literally---pay attention to the symbolism---this is no regular horse 
as its eyes were bright like flames. Crowns were on the rider's head, and His clothes had been dipped in blood. His title 
was "The Word of God!" He led the armies of the Lord, striking down all evil and the nations that followed. He stood in 
the sun; from his mouth came a sword and he bore the wrath of the Almighty God. He was titled the "King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords!" He shouted to the vultures, saying "come and gather for the banquet God has prepared and feast upon 
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inequity small and great." Then, the beast gathered his forces and sought to do battle with the Lord's armies but it did 
not go so well for him. He was captured along with the false prophet and all who deceived and accepted his mark, and 
they were thrown into the Lake of Fire. The army of the beast is killed! Game over-God wins! 
 
This passage starts the sixth cycle of Judgments that lead up to Christ's Second Coming and the climax of this Book. Most 
biblical scholars see this as happening while Christ is returning or just before. This is also about the principles of real 
spiritual warfare, how Satan deceives and is doomed and how we are easily tricked and still will be held accountable. This 
is also about how the Gospel message has been spread without any real effectual hindrances throughout Church history. 
The passage is proclaiming the conquering Christ as He wages war against all those who oppose God. His arch-enemy, 
the beast/Satan, seeks to defeat Christ and is so deluded that he thinks he can do so. God's way defeats all those who 
are evil and refuse Him. As Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem, now His Name and Word are on the white horse of 
Judgment, conquering His and our enemies! This also shows the contrast to how the beast rode in, as a choice is given: 
choose Christ and His grace and healing or choose evil and its defeat and death. The world will be filled with His (Christ) 
glory and not his (devil) ways! It offers a contrast between two banquets. One is for faithfulness and blessings and the 
other is for iniquity and its judgment. One is the wedding feast of the Lamb, and now the feast for the beast. His end 
game and rewards banquet consists of being devoured and thrown into Hell. 
 
This passage also seems to make reference to Roman oppression that it is finally over, and it sets up the world for the 
return of Christ! This is true for those who first read this letter, but this passage is not just about the current situation of 
the seven churches or Rome's eventual demise. Revelation and its themes and applications resound to us and beyond 
because it was not only written to the seven churches, but it is also for us throughout Church history. Thus, we can take 
great comfort and assurance that our King will return in His timing. This is our triumph and anticipation, but as it is a 
climax of our faith, effectual faith, love, and fruit are our first and foremost calls for the meantime! 
 
No matter what we face and what we go through, we have a reason and a purpose. Tragedies and jubilations can mold 
and shape us, but that shape is only good when it is in His image and plan. No matter how powerful or ominous the 
powers of evil seem or are, they will be judged and they will fall! 
 

• What do you see as the meaning of the phrase "The Word of God?"  
• The climax of history is Christ’s return. But, is this the most important aspect of our faith? Why, or why not? How 

do you have confidence in God that Satan and evil are killed; game over-God wins? 
• What are some principles of real spiritual warfare can you glean from this passage? How can you have more 

assurance of faith because you know God is victorious? 
• How have you seen the Gospel message spread? What are the hindrances to His Word seen throughout Church 

history? How can knowing that now there are no real, effectual impediments raise your confidence for 
evangelism and missions? 

 
Saturday: Revelation 21:1-8 
God’s promise to make Israel His people and to be their God echoes throughout the Old Testament. “I will make my 
abode among you … and I will walk among you, and will be your God, and you shall be My people” (Leviticus 26:11-12). 
In Jeremiah’s account of the new covenant the promise of God is: “I will be their God, and they shall be My people” 
(Jeremiah 31:33).  The promise to Ezekiel is: “My dwelling-place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people” (Ezekiel 37:27). 
 
This fellowship with God in the golden age brings certain things. Tears and grief and crying and pain are gone. That, too, 
had been the dream of the prophets of the ancient days. “They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:10). “I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the 
sound of weeping and the cry of distress” (Isaiah 65:19).  Death, too, shall be gone. That, too, had been the dream of the 
ancient prophets. “He will swallow up death in victory and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces” (Isaiah 25:8). 
This is a promise for the future. But even in this present world, those who mourn are blessed, for they will be comforted, 
and death is swallowed up in victory for those who know Christ and the fellowship of His sufferings and the power of His 
Resurrection (Matthew 5:4; Philippians 3:10). 
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In verse 5 God Himself speaks; “Look, I am making everything new!”  Again we are back among the dreams of the ancient 
prophets. Isaiah heard God say: “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a 
new thing” (Isaiah 43:18-19). St. Paul wrote: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). In other 
words, if we are willing, God can create us and re-create us, and will someday create a new universe for the saints whose 
lives have been renewed.  
 
God says to John: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.” Again John is hearing the voice that the great 
prophets had heard, “I am the first, and I am the last; besides Me, there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6). Alpha is the first letter 
of the Greek alphabet and omega the last. John goes on to clarify this statement. God is the beginning and the end. The 
word for beginning is arche, and does not simply mean first in point of time but first in the sense of the source of all 
things. The word for end is telos and does not simply mean end in point of time but the goal. John is saying that all life 
begins in God and is made to end in God. Paul expressed the same thing when he said perhaps a little more 
philosophically: “For from Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things” (Romans 11:36), and when he spoke of “one 
God and Father of us all, who is above all, and through all, and in all” (Ephesians 4:6). 
 
God’s grace is universal---He offers it to all people; but salvation is not universal, for not everyone accepts God’s gift of 
grace; salvation is for the one who remains faithful when everything seeks to seduce him from his loyalty. 
 
To the ones who accept God’s grace, God makes the greatest promise of all: “I will be their God, and they will be My 
children.” This promise, or something very near to it, was made in the Old Testament to three different people. First, it 
was made to Abraham. “I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you,” God said to 
Abraham, “… to be God to you and your descendants” (Genesis 17:7). Second, it was made to the son who was to inherit 
David’s kingdom. “I will be His Father,” said God, “and he shall be My son” (2 Samuel 7:14). Third, it was made in a Psalm 
which the Jewish scholars always interpreted of the Messiah. “I will make him the first-born, the highest of the kings of 
the earth” (Psalm 89:27). The promise of God to those who overcome is the same that was made to Abraham the founder 
of the nation, to David on behalf of Solomon his son, and to the Messiah Himself. There is no greater honor in all the 
universe than that which God gives to the one who remains true and faithful. 
 
•           What does “covenant” mean? 
•           What does it mean to be in covenant with God? 
•           What does it mean that God is making all things (which of course includes you and me) new? 
•           What does it mean that grace is universal, and yet not all people will be saved? 
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