
BEACON

In This Issue:
PASTOR'S PEN

Page 2

MESSAGE FROM THE HEART
Page 3

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

Page 4

MISSIONS
 Page 5

PRAYER REQUESTS & 
STEPHEN MINISTRY

Page 6

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Page 7

JULY 1, 2018

Follow us:

t
h

e

in worship
CULTIVATE
July 1 – Aug. 19 and Sept. 2
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am

The Fruits of the Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control) from Galatians 5 are not what 
a Christian would expect to get as a follower but what we would expect to 
give.  In this series, we will learn more about Pastor David’s faith journey 
and beliefs as well as what it means to have an outwardly focused faith 
that is actively seeking the best for others.

Meet and Greet Pastor David and Nancy Israel
You are invited to a special opportunity to attend a Meet and Greet with 
Pastor David and his wife, Nancy! Pastor David would like to meet you 
and dream with you about the future for which God has put us together. 
There are many dates available and these will be held at the home of a 
Living Word member. They are really looking forward to meeting you! 
Contact Beth Balzraine at bbalzraine@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-
2800 for more information.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/
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pastor's pen
The Bible is always a good place to start.  Since we’re starting out together, let’s start there.  In Genesis 1 
and 2 we read the story of creation.  “In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the Earth…”  It is 
inspirational poetry and a joy to read.  It is also the beginning of the source of what is most difficult in all our 
lives.  When God set about creating, He did not create a static world with plastic features.  The two things God 
created first were both “change” and “difference”.  The day changes to night, the land is different from the 
water, and so on.  God creates change and difference and there is nothing we struggle with more than those 
two.
I will probably always be perplexed by that part of the human condition.  We are a reflection, albeit a dim 
reflection as suggested in 1 Corinthians 13, of the glory of God.  We are created, we’re told in Genesis 1, that 
we are created in the divine image.  In so creating us, God gave to us our own creativity.  We are creative with 
our words and thoughts and artistic abilities of all kinds.  We revel in our creativity, but when God creates 
something new, different, a change we must face, we struggle and sometimes withdraw.
When you receive this it will be obvious, but as I write it has not yet taken place.  On Sunday, July 1 I will step 
up to preach and it will be different.  You won’t be the congregation I served just the month before.  I won’t be 
the pastor you’ve grown to love over the last 20 years.  Things have changed and the preacher is different!  We 
will all struggle with that for a while.  Will we get through it?
Again, as I read the Bible, what I notice about the creation story that is carried as a thread throughout the 
whole story of the divine/human drama, is that when that change is driven by God, there is always goodness 
that comes from it.  Lamentations 3:22-23 reminds us, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning…”  And Psalm 30:5 promises, “Weeping may 
linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.”  Because we all know the darkness of our grief over 
the changes we go through, there is always the promise of God’s goodness when the light dawns.  Or, as Rev. 
Frederick Buechner has put it, “Resurrection means that the worst thing is never the last thing.”  God’s promise 
is that if we will set aside our own final judgement for God’s we will find that the light of a new day dawns with 
the joy of God’s goodness. 
As I’m telling the people in the church I’m leaving, I’ve met their new pastor and the good news of my leaving 
is that they get to meet him as well.  I hope we can move forward with just such a hope together.  You’re not 
New McKendree United Methodist Church and I’ll mourn that fact.  I’ve certainly come to love those people 
over the last 7 years.  I’m not Michael McIntyre and my wife, Nancy, is not Susan.  I fully expect you to mourn 
that as well.  As we move forward into a different time, my hope is that we will lean into the promises of God 
as the new day dawns.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave
Lead Pastor
disrael@livingwordumc.org 

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Message from the Heart
Love in Action: Meeting the Needs of Others

Love in Action is when we meet the needs of other people – physical, emotional, or spiritual – out of love for Christ. 
As Christians, I believe we should want to serve God by serving people and helping others in His name. I’m Doreen 
Norris, chairperson for Living Word’s Backpack Attack 2018. For eight years Living Word has enjoyed partnering with 
the Rockwood School District to show love and serve the needs of local families who cannot afford to purchase school 
supplies for their elementary age children. It is a mission that allows our community to be important in the life of a child.

In 2017 many people donated via the on-line donation form. Some of you donated via cash or check and put it in the 
offering plate or picked up locker tags and purchased school supplies for the students. Some of you donated your time 
and helped to make Backpack Attack 2017 the best ever!! Regardless of how you donated, your donation was a blessing 
to others and you were in His service!!

No one appreciates our efforts more than the Rockwood School District and the students they serve. Below is an email 
I received last year after the conclusion of our event from Kim Litzau, my Backpack Attack contact and Rockwood School 
District’s coordinator for the Partners in Education program:

Doreen,
Today is the first day of school and because of you and your very generous congregation hundreds of Rockwood students 
are walking into their building with a new backpack on their shoulder. The first day sets the tone for the entire year.  
As the students find their desk and unpack their backpacks your generosity is influencing this day and many days to 
come. Every single one of the backpacks that you donated are in the hands of a student or in a counselor's office.  As 
we delivered backpacks to counselors they were so grateful that they could offer the extras to a student in need. Please 
extend our gratitude to everyone in your organization that helped during this endeavor.  I know that it takes countless 
hours, large donations of money, materials and time in order to organize this event.  Please know that your efforts are 
making a huge difference and are greatly appreciated. Have a great first day of school!

Kim Litzau
Coordinator, Partners in Education
Rockwood School District 

Here we are today, almost a year since Kim composed that note and I, once again, am asking for your help in spreading 
God’s love to our students.

How can YOU display Love in Action right now?

1. MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION in person on Sundays or visit livingwordumc.org, “ministries/missions/backpack 
attack”.  This is our biggest need!

2. DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES during Sundays in July.  Lockers set up in the church lobby will display tags for much 
needed supplies.  Choose tags, shop for the supplies, then drop them off at Living Word by July 15.

3. VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME.  We will need help collecting the supplies each Sunday in July, setting up the worship space 
on July 27 and working the event on July 28.  Visit www.livingwordumc.org, “ministries/missions/backpack attack” to 
sign up to volunteer.  Sign-up sheets will also be available on Sundays in the lobby throughout July.

In closing, I thank YOU, the generous people of Living Word, for Love in Action. Together we will make a difference in the 
lives of students and their families in our community. Let’s make Backpack Attack 2018 the best ever!!

Doreen Norris
2018 Backpack Attack Chair



Important Information

Worship Attendance

June 3 - 552
June 10 - 490
June 17 - 687
June 24 - 481
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Coffee with the Pastor 
Would you like to learn more about Living Word?  
Come to Coffee with the Pastor on Sunday, July 15 or 
August 19 at 10:00 or 11:30 am in Room 200.  This 
casual get together with Pastor Greg allows you to ask 
any questions you might have.  Coffee, donuts, and 
childcare provided.

Church Building Information
The Church Building will be closed on Wednesday, 
July 4 in observance of the Fourth of July Holiday.

Pastor David Israel receives Denman Award 
This year’s recipient of the Denman Evangelism 
Award for Clergy goes to Rev. David Israel.  The 
growth of New McKendree United Methodist Church 
and the evangelism of new people who have come 
into the church are direct results of an integrated 
discipleship and missions program that David has 
been instrumental in developing and implementing.  
This has resulted in the fruit of new followers of Jesus 
Christ.  Congratulations Pastor David!

Young Adult Summer Bible Study
Young Adult Bible Study with Pastor Daniel Shanks 
will meet every Sunday through July 29 at Living Word 
from 1:00 - 2:00 pm.  Come hang out, study the Bible, 
and make a new friend! For more information, contact 
Pastor Daniel at dshanks@livingwordumc.org. 

Young Adult Float Trip
Save the date for the Young Adult Float Trip on August 
4!  To sign-up visit www.livingwordumc.org, “News”, 
“Young Adult Float Trip” by July 29!

Did You know?
Did you know that when you shop at Amazon you can 
support Living Word? Here’s how it works. If you go to 
smile.amazon.com instead of just www.amazon.com 
you can select Living Word United Methodist Church 
to receive a small portion (half a percent) of what you 
spend. Once you select Living Word as the preferred 
charity, please go to the smile website (please add 
it to your favorites). The money raised will benefit 
Living Word ministries. That funding is currently being 
allocated to the Living Word Early Childhood Center.

Senior Social
Please join in the fun for any of the Senior Social 
studies or activities in July.  Invite a friend!

Tuesday, July 10 – 12:00 – 2:00 pm Senior Social 
Luncheon at Olive Garden in Chesterfield Valley.  
Reservations are required.  Please contact Val Novatny 
at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org or 636-821-2823 to 
reserve your spot.  You will need to provide your own 
transportation to the restaurant and purchase your 
own meal.  

Tuesday, July 17 and 24 – 11:00 am Senior Bible Study 
with Pastor Greg

Tuesday, July 31 – 1:00 – 3:00 pm Senior Social Movie 
Day.  We will be watching Paul, Apostle of Christ 
(2018).  Please bring snacks to share.  Beverages are 
provided.

Save the Date
July 9 – 13  VBS/Youth Mission Week
July 23-27  Reading Camp
July 28  Backpack Attack
August 26  Legacy of Song
October 13  Charge Conference at Eureka UMC 
  10 am – 12 pm

Legacy of Song
The Living Word Worship Choir and adult ensembles 
will present a “Legacy of Song” Worship Concert 
on Sunday, August 26 at 9:00 and 10:30 am.  The 
concert will feature hymn favorites accompanied 
by orchestra.  Invite a friend and come be a part of 
this special morning of worship as we lift our voices 
together in song and praise!
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missions
Mission Item of the Month
During July, Missions Team is collecting the following items for Backpack Attack: backpacks (boy, girl and unisex), 
1 subject wide-ruled spiral notebooks, 10-12 count colored pencils, rounded tip scissors, and 8-10 count black or 
blue ballpoint pens. Please place your donations on the Backpack Attack table in the lobby by July 15.

Meramec Elementary Reading Camp
It won’t be long before our newest adventure, Reading Camp (July 23-27, 9 am – 3 pm).  Living Word will host a 
program for 20 to 30 Meramec students to help develop reading skills, as well as provide a positive, nurturing 
environment and rewarding relationships.  To make Reading Camp a success we need an army of volunteers!  
To serve as a reading buddy, to help with meals, transportation, and other tasks, please contact Brenda Stobbe, 
bstobbe@livingwordumc.org.

Living Word Golf Tournament Update 
We were blessed with a warm, but dry day and all expressed they had a good time at Deer Creek. Thank you 
to the golfers, golf committee, and all who donated money and prizes! The Golf Tournament raised more than 
$5000 to support the ministries and missions of the Living Word Men’s Club.

Thank you Living Word!
Thank you very much for your recent in-kind donations of napkins, dryer sheets, laundry detergent, and air 
freshener.  These donations are greatly needed and so very much appreciated.  HavenHouse is a very busy place…
welcoming close to 8,000 people a year from all over the world.  Generous donations from people like you make 
a difference to our guests and help us to provide the amenities they so very much appreciate.  Your belief in our 
mission to provide a “home-away-from-home” to patients and their family members as they undergo crucial 
medical treatment in St. Louis is invaluable.  Your commitment to HavenHouse means so much to us.  Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts.
Kathy Sindel, Haven House Executive Director

Calling all Backpack Attack Volunteers
The Attack is scheduled for Saturday, July 28 from 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm. Rockwood students and 
their families will come to Living Word to select 
their backpack and experience the excitement of 
shopping for their own school supplies. Volunteers 
(ages 18 and up) are needed to help the students 
choose their backpack and supplies, enjoy lunch 
and spend time just being a kid. Please visit www.
livingwordumc.org to sign-up to volunteer online. 
We could not do this without you! Contact Doreen 
Norris at dlnorris58@gmail.com with any questions.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/missions/


Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
For pre-surgery prayer, please call the Church Office at 636-821-2800 with surgery date and time, check-in time and 
hospital name.  To add a prayer to the above list, please fill out the Connect Card Prayer Request section or you may email 
prayerchain@livingwordumc.org. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 On-Call Phone:  636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers.  Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list
To have cards sent: livingwordumc.org/ministries/card-ministry
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Stella Klein
Tim Lindemann
Clella Malloy 
Joan Burkholder
Aline
Don Toone
Brenda Toone
Emmy Lind
Carol Margreiter

Doug Nash
Judy Hoffman
Jean Hastings
Tom Sagehorn
Nini Schneider
Marty Schnatterly
Art Schnatterly
Bill Cruse

Prayers for the McIntyre's and Israel's 
as they transition to their new church 
homes

The Mordt and Engerer families on 
the loss of Mark Engerer

Family and friends on the loss of 
Laura McCormick

The Schepp family on the loss of Loretta 
Schepp's husband, Bill Schepp

The Grott and Kissler families on the loss 
of Mary Grott's mother, Catherine Kissler

The Millhouse, Wuesthoff and Wolosick 
families on the loss of Susan Millhouse

What Exactly is Stephen Ministry?
“Christ caring for people through people.”

Did you know that Living Word has been a Stephen Ministry congregation for over 
20 years?  Many of you are already familiar with this ministry… either by having a 
Stephen Minister help you through a tough time or by being a Stephen Minister 
yourself and helping others.  However, because of the wonderful growth our church 
is experiencing, there are many that are not familiar with this heartfelt ministry.

stephen ministry

As a Stephen Ministry congregation, we equip and empower lay caregivers (called Stephen Ministers) to provide high-
quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.  Our Stephen Ministers undergo 50 hours of initial 
training as well as ongoing training.  If you are experiencing a tough time (whether it is a loss of a loved one, loss of a job, 
relationship issues, physical/health issues) please consider having a Stephen Minister from Living Word walk that journey 
with you.  

Please take a moment to view actual stories being told by those who have had Stephen Ministers help them.  https://www.
stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1597

If you would like more information about  this ministry, please contact Living Word’s Director of Congregational Care, 
Valerie Novatny (vnovatny@livngwordumc.org).  All requests will remain confidential.

If you feel that God is calling you to help others in this capacity, please contact Valerie to find out how to become a Stephen 
Minister for Living Word.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
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Tanner William Moore 
On Sunday, June 3, Living Word was blessed to celebrate the baptism 
of Tanner William Moore.  Tanner is the son of Tim and Adria Moore.  
He is also the grandson of Bill and Kim Renken.  Congratulations Moore 
and Renken Families!

Congratulations to Erik Wilson! 
We are happy to announce that Erik Wilson, our current 
part-time Technology Assistant, has moved to full time and 
will assume the additional responsibilities of the Director of 
Multimedia Ministries after Tim Drury departs on July 1.  Please 
join us in thanking Erik for bringing his gifts and talents to the 
ministry of Jesus Christ at Living Word!

Congratulations to Daniel Shanks! 
Daniel Shanks was ordained as an Elder in Full 
Connection with the United Methodist Church on 
Saturday, June 9 in Springfield, Missouri at the Missouri 
Annual Conference!   Congratulations Daniel!

Church Family News

Asher William Peppin 
Congratulations to Lee and Audry Peppin. They are the 
proud parents of a son, Asher William, born on May 31, 
2018. The proud big sister is Claire. Congratulations!

Felicity Jane Aeilts  
Congratulations to Jeremy and Katherine Aeilts. They are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Felicity Jane, born on June 10, 2018. She weighed 
4 lbs, 8 oz and was 17.5 inches long. The proud big brother is Rowan. 
Congratulations!



17315 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

Phone: 636.821.2800
Fax: 636.821.2801
Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship Celebration Times
9:00 am Traditional Service
10:30 am Contemporary Service

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sunday School for preschool, elementary 
and adults at 10:30 am

Summer Fun at Living Word (clockwise from top-left)
LW Kids Movie Outing, Great Awakening High School Concert, 

Pastor Michael's last Sunday, Senior Social Bingo, Picnic in the Park


