
BEACON

In This Issue:
PASTOR'S PEN

Page 2

MESSAGE FROM THE HEART
Page 3

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

Page 4

MISSIONS
 Page 5

PRAYER REQUESTS & 
STEPHEN MINISTRY

Page 6

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Page 7

AUGUST 1, 2018

Follow us:

t
h

e

in worship
CULTIVATE
Aug. 5 – Aug. 19 and Sept. 2
Sundays at 9:00 and 10:30 am

The Fruits of the Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control) from Galatians 5 are not what 
a Christian would expect to get as a follower but what we would expect to 
give.  In this series, we will learn more about Pastor David’s faith journey 
and beliefs as well as what it means to have an outwardly focused faith 
that is actively seeking the best for others.

http://www.livingwordumc.org/resources/beacon/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/


2

pastor's pen
Meeting and Greeting

I've enjoyed getting to know several of you during the Meet and Greets we had this month.  We've scheduled 
20 of these and it looks like over 250 people have signed up to participate.  The purpose of these has been for 
Nancy and I to get to know you better.  As you might guess, it will be far easier for you to get to know us than us 
to get to know you.  So we start simply.  Nancy and I open with a little bit about ourselves.  Then we open it up 
for you to share.  The sharing has been quite interesting and informative.  Not only am I learning about you, I'm 
learning about your church, your love for it, your hopes and dreams and the things that concern you.  I'm really 
enjoying this time.

Now what do we do with it?  During the time we're meeting I'm compiling my notes of all the concerns you've 
shared, your excitement for what we do and your hopes for the future.  I'm not ignoring any "one off" comments, 
however I'll focus mostly on the common themes that come up.  There are about 3 or 4 that come up in every 
gathering as our areas of strength.  There are several concerns you commonly share.  Then there are the dreams 
and there are commonalities with those as well.

I'm not going to share the results just yet.  I want everyone to have a voice and I've not completed all the Meet 
and Greets at the time of this writing.  When we are done, I'll share some raw data with you.  Then I'll work with 
staff, the Leadership Board, and key volunteers to discern our next best steps.  Through prayerful discernment, 
we'll move forward toward God's preferred future.

Two guiding principles are important to me as we move through this process.  I pull these from the Bible so I 
want to share them with you.  First, in 1 Kings 22 there is the story of Ahab asking Jehoshaphat to go to war 
with him against Aram.  Jehoshaphat wants to assure that they have consulted all of God's prophets for a vision 
for their future.  Ahab assures that they have consulted all but one.  That one has a reputation for prophecying 
against Ahab and he doesn't want to hear a negative thought.  In the end, Micaiah offers a prophecy from God 
stating that if they go to war, Ahab will perish.  They ignore him and Ahab dies.  From this story I recognize this 
principle; Sometimes the dissenting voice is right with God.

The second principle is from Acts 1.  Jesus had ascended into heaven.  The apostles felt that their original number 
of 12 was divinely inspired and they decided to continue in that vein.  However, Judas had betrayed Jesus and 
then took his own life, leaving the number at 11.  They looked around the room and prayerfully considered 
which would be the 12th.  They discerned that there were two of equal resume to step into the role.  Without 
a strong decision on one, they left it in the hands of God.  From this story I recognize that There is value in the 
discernment of the group; more so if they allow God the final decision.

If you haven't had a chance to meet with us, I hope you will.  Call Beth in the 
church office, 636-821-2800, to get on the calendar for one of the groups.  
And if that doesn't work for you, let's do lunch, dinner, breakfast, coffee or 
set an appointment to come by the office.  I want to hear from you as well.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Dave
Lead Pastor
disrael@livingwordumc.org 

http://www.livingwordumc.org/youth/
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Message from the Heart
It’s hard to believe that fall is just around the corner!  Soon, our kids will be back in school, summer vacations 
will be behind us, and (hopefully!) cooler weather will prevail.  In the church world, the arrival of fall also 
means that our adult learning opportunities kick back into full gear.  As we’ll be talking about during our 
September sermon series, “Learn” is one of the four pillars of Living Word, so I’d like to take this opportunity to 
invite you to really consider getting involved in one of our Christian education opportunities this fall.  There’s a 
lot to choose from!

To begin, we have several Sunday morning adult Sunday School classes that would love to welcome you into 
their gatherings.  For early risers, there are classes at 7:45 and 8:00 a.m., prior to our traditional 9:00 worship 
service.  Then, there are classes at both 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. during both of our worship services so that 
you can choose to worship in either the traditional or contemporary service and still attend Sunday School 
during the other worship service!

We also have several short-term men’s, women’s and co-ed Bible studies that will be gearing up again this 
fall.  For women’s studies, Connie Davidson leads an early morning group on Tuesdays, Ann Lindemann leads 
an afternoon group on Tuesdays, and Amber Safford leads an evening group every other Monday.  For parents 
of school age children, Emily Dowell and Kristi Denner lead a morning study group on Tuesdays.  I’m excited 
that our new Lead Pastor David Israel will be continuing the early morning men’s study group on Wednesdays.  
For co-ed Bible study, Kim McGee leads a study on Thursday evenings, and I lead a senior adult group late 
mornings on Tuesdays.  Also, new this year, on one Wednesday night each month, Val Novatny will be leading 
a group for parents of college age children!  Most of these groups follow a particular curriculum for six to eight 
weeks – but all of them welcome new participants at any time!  Visit the Adult Ministries page on the Living 
Word website (www.livingwordumc.org) for full details on upcoming classes, times, and curriculum!

Finally, once again this year, I’ll be leading a long-term group through one of the Disciple Bible studies.  This 
year’s class will be on Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., and we’ll be using the “Disciple 3” (purple 
book) curriculum for an in-depth study of the Old Testament story through the eyes of the prophets, followed 
by the New Testament story and writings of the apostle Paul.  Except for occasional weeks off for holidays, this 
class meets weekly from September through May, and requires a commitment to daily study of the Bible.  If 
you have already completed Disciple 1, and are interested in learning more about Disciple 3, please contact 
me, or watch for sign-up opportunities in the all-church email or on the Living Word website.

My prayer is that this fall, you will make Christian Learning a priority.  You might be surprised at the impact that 
weekly study and discussion of your faith can have on your walk with Christ!

In Christ’s Love,
Greg Finfrock
Executive Pastor and Director of Adult Discipleship
gfinfrock@livingwordumc.org 



Important Information

Worship Attendance
July 1- 627
July 8 - 528

July 15 - 520
July 22 - 539
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Coffee with the Pastor 
Would you like to learn more about Living Word? Come 
to Coffee with the Pastor Sunday, August 19 at 10:00 
or 11:30 am in Room 200. This casual get together 
with Pastor Greg allows you to ask any questions you 
might have. Coffee, donuts, and childcare provided.

Parents of College Students – Release My Grip
Parenthood isn’t over after kids leave the nest…it’s 
just a new season.  Saying goodbye to children as 
they leave the nest and learn to fly ushers parents 
into an emotional time of grief, joy, and nostalgia. If 
you are that parent, please join us as we walk this 
journey together.  We will use the lighthearted book, 
Release My Grip (Kami Gilmour), to deepen our 
relationship with Jesus as we enter this new season of 
parenting. Our first get-together will be Wednesday, 
August 8, 7pm, at the home of Valerie Novatny.  We 
will meet monthly after that with the exception of 
December, January, and March (Christmas season, 
Holiday breaks, and spring breaks).  Here are the 
scheduled dates: August 8, September 12, October 
10, November 14, February 6, April 10, and May 1. If 
you are interested in joining the group, please reserve 
your spot by emailing Valerie Novatny, Director of 
Congregational Care, at vnovatny@livingwordumc.
org or by calling 636-821-2823.  Please invite your 
neighbors and friends that may be going on this 
journey as well. To order the book, please click visit 
www.livingwordumc.org, “Ministries”, “Adult”.  The 
cost of the book is $10. We hope you will join us!!

Celebrate Wildwood (August 25) 
Living Word will sponsor a booth at Celebrate 
Wildwood on Saturday, August 25.  Lots of volunteers 
are needed to help at our booth. 

10:30 am - 12:30 pm - 3 volunteers needed
12:30 pm - 2:30 pm - 3 volunteers needed
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm - 3 volunteers needed
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm - 3 volunteers needed

This is an awesome opportunity to connect with 
our Wildwood neighbors and make some new 
friends.   Please  contact Jim Jones at  jimjones@
meramecvalleybank.com to sign-up to volunteer.

Media Production Serve Opportunity 
Ever wanted to be part of the media team on Sundays 
at 9:00 or 10:30 am? Now is your chance, more 
volunteers are needed (once a month or as your 
schedule allows) for cameras & computer slides. 
Training provided. Contact Erik Wilson, ewilson@
livingwordumc.org.  

Senior Social
Please join in the fun for any of the Senior Social 
studies or activities in August.  Invite a friend!

Tuesday, Aug. 7, 14, 21, and 28 – 11:00 am Senior 
Bible Study with Pastor Greg

Tuesday, Aug. 14 12:00 – 2:00 pm Senior Social 
Luncheon and Ice Cream Social

For more information, please contact Valerie Novatny 
at vnovatny@livingwordumc.org.

Save the Date
Aug. 19 Coffee with the Pastor
Aug. 25 Celebrate Wildwood (Stop by the Living Word 
booth.)
Aug. 26 Legacy of Song Worship Concert
Sept. 28-30 Wildwood BBQ Bash (Stop by the Living 
Word booth.)

Legacy of Song
The Living Word Worship Choir and adult ensembles 
will present a “Legacy of Song” Worship Concert 
on Sunday, August 26 at 9:00 and 10:30 am.  The 
concert will feature hymn favorites accompanied 
by orchestra.  Invite a friend and come be a part of 
this special morning of worship as we lift our voices 
together in song and praise!
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missions
Men’s Club Scholarship Winners
Living Word Men’s Club announced three $1000 scholarship winners 
on July 15, 2018. Greg Howard from the Men’s Club presented 
scholarships to Emily Jones, Mallory Proffer, and Kane Carpenter! 
Emily will attend Belmont University to study Nursing. Mallory 
attends Fontbonne University and majors in Speech/Language 
Pathology. Kane plans to study Cyber Security with a minor in 
Theater at Fontbonne University.

2018 Summer Ghana Update
The 2018 Summer Ghana Update is now available. Please visit www.livingwordumc.org, click on “ministries”, 
“missions”, “Ghana” or visit the missions wall in the lobby.

Back Pack Attack Thanks You!
Thank you to everyone who Paid It Forward with JOY and contributed time or financial resources to make Back 
Pack Attack a huge success. Rockwood families benefited from this event and were shown love in a way that 
greatly impacted them. I hope it impacted you too!

Mission Item of the Month
During August, Missions Team is collecting for Free 
The Girls, a non-profit organization that provides job 
opportunities for survivors of sex trafficking.  Your 
donation of gently used/new bras provides inventory 
to these women, allowing them to sell the bras and 
make a living.  Please place your bra donations in the 
bins on the lower level by the elevators.  Financial 
donations for shipping expenses are accepted in the 
church office or offering by writing a check to Living 
Word with Free the Girls in the memo. For more 
information, contact Kim McGee at kmmcgee@
swbell.net.

Thank you Living Word!
I just wanted to personally thank you for all the bras we received from your St. Louis recycling event!  Your church 
has been so faithful in collecting and mailing us bras on a regular basis and I wanted you to know it hasn’t gone 
unnoticed.  These bras are making a tangible difference in the lives of trafficking survivors and their families – 
changing their futures.
Blessings, 
Pam Gumns, Free the Girls

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/missions/


Prayer Requests

CONGREGATIONAL Care Team
For pre-surgery prayer, please call the Church Office at 636-821-2800 with surgery date and time, check-in time and 
hospital name.  To add a prayer to the above list, please fill out the Connect Card Prayer Request section or you may email 
prayerchain@livingwordumc.org. Emergency Congregational Care 24/7 On-Call Phone:  636-821-2888.

Please hold the following individuals in your personal prayers.  Names are kept on the prayer list for two weeks. If you 
wish to remain on the prayer list, simply fill out the Prayer Request on the Get Connected Card.

For more prayer information: livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list
To have cards sent: livingwordumc.org/ministries/card-ministry
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Sophia Miller
Ed Hillhouse
Shelton Smith
Megan McCartney
Rebecca Ware-Mitchell
William Gibson
Alice Provoznil
Ashleigh Nagel
Bruce Bottermuller
Sharon Smith
Stella Klein

Kim Reed
Aline
Don Toone
Brenda Toone
Emmy Lind
Carol Margreiter
Doug Nash
Judy Hoffman
Jean Hastings
Tom Sagehorn
Nini Schneider

Marty Schnatterly
Art Schnatterly
Bill Cruse

All those affected by the tragedy in Bran-
son, Missouri

The Beeson and Wiesehan families on 
the loss of Kathy Beeson's father, Walter 
Wiesehan

The Turner and Johnson families on the loss 
of Cindy Turner-Johnson's sister, Kathy

The Shukers and Winn families on the loss 
of Kevin Shukers' sister, Jackie Winn

The Lindemann family on the loss of Jim 
Lindemann's brother, Tim Lindemann

When you lose a loved one to suicide, the process of finding an appropriate 
place for God in your grief can be overwhelming. This became apparent to 
me when my closest friend lost her battle with depression in 2017. I could 
sense immediately that God wanted to be with me as I grieved. However, 
the event had so shaken my understanding of redemption, free will, and 
right versus wrong, that I had no idea where to start. 
 
I came to Stephen Ministry seeking a peer who could help me process my 
grief through a spiritual lens. With the help of my Stephen minister, I no 
longer felt ashamed or isolated from the grieving community because I 
learned how many aspects of my grieving process were actually universal. 

stephen ministry

My Stephen minister also helped me by asking about areas of my life outside of my loss. This allowed me to see 
my grief for what it really was: a major piece of my life, but certainly not the entirety of my life. Most importantly, 
by taking my focus off the broken aspects of my grief, Stephen Ministry opened my eyes to the beautiful ways 
God is using the Holy Spirit to connect us with our loved ones, even when their physical bodies are no longer 
with us. For this gift, I cannot thank them enough. What I’ve gained in my one year with the Stephen Ministry 
program is not only a spiritual connection to the friend I lost, but also a new friend who is helping me recognize 
the joy that God has to offer in the present.

To learn more about Stephen Ministry or request a Stephen Minister please contact Valerie Novatny at vnovatny@
livingwrodumc.org.

Gigi Esser

http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
http://www.livingwordumc.org/ministries/current-prayer-list/
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Church Family News
Leon James Kramer
On Sunday, July 15, Living Word was blessed to celebrate the baptism of Leon 
James Kramer.  Leon is the son of Sam and Audrey Kramer.  Congratulations 
Kramer family!

Sam and Audrey Kramer
We welcome Sam and Audrey into church membership.  Sam and Audrey have 
a 5- month old son named Leon.  Sam is a Psychologist at St. Louis Behavioral 
Medicine and Audrey is a Dietician at Castlewood Treatment Center.  They 
moved here from Roanoke, Virginia.  Sam enjoys hiking and music (guitar) 
and Audrey likes gardening and hiking.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your kindness following the passing of my husband Bill.  I am so grateful for your prayers, cards, flowers, 
monetary donations, emails, telephone calls, food and visits. With all the outpouring of support, I am unable to write 
individual thank you notes, but please know I appreciate each and every one of you for supporting me during this difficult 
time.
Love & Peace,
Loretta Schepp

Sherry Anne Kilfoyle
On Sunday, July 22, Living Word was blessed to 
celebrate the baptism of Sherry Anne Kilfoyle.  

Congratulations Sherry!

Janet Blair
We welcome Janet Blair into church membership.  Janet and her husband, Larry, 
are both retired.  Janet is involved in the Senior Social ministry at Living Word.  One 
of her favorite hobbies is reading.

Chris and Sherry Kilfoyle
We welcome Chris and Sherry Kilfoyle into church membership.  Chris and Sherry 
were recently married in April of this year.  Chris is an Investor Services Rep at TD 

Ameritrade and Sherry is an Administrative Clerk at Broadspire.  Both enjoy music.



17315 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

Phone: 636.821.2800
Fax: 636.821.2801
Pastor On Call: 636-821-2888
Website: livingwordumc.org

Return Service Requested

Worship Celebration Times
9:00 am Traditional Service
10:30 am Contemporary Service

Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 am 
Sunday School for preschool, elementary 
and adults at 10:30 am

MUSIC MINISTRY FALL SCHEDULE   2018-2019
Adult Ensembles 

Worship Choir begins Aug. 1, Wednesday, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Joyful Noise begins Aug. 8, Wednesday, 6:15 – 6:55 pm

Praise Hymn begins Aug. 15, Wednesday, 6:15 – 6:55 pm
Men of Faith begins Aug. 15, Wednesday, 8:30 – 9:00 pm
Wesley Ringers begins Sept. 11, Tuesday, 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Youth Choirs begin Sept. 9
FBI Middle School Choir (6-8 grade), Sunday 2:00 – 3:00 pm

Great Awakening High School Choir (9-12 grade), Sunday 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Children’s Choirs begin Sept. 9
Bent Halos (ages 3-Kindergarten), Sunday, 10:10 – 10:25 am

LW Kids (1-5 grade), Sunday, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Please contact Donna Baker at dbaker@livingwordumc.org for more information on any of the choirs.

Youth Fall schedule 2018-2019
Youth Sunday Afternoon Schedule (begins September 9)

Middle School (6th-8th grade)
2:00 – 3:00 pm FBI Middle School Choir

3:00 – 4:00 pm Middle School Youth

High School (9th– 12th grade)
2:00 – 3:00 pm High School Youth

3:00 – 4:00 pm Great Awakening High School Choir


