
Living Word Devotion (September 17 – 22, 2018) 
 
Monday:  Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
What life lessons would you consider most important to teach the children of today’s world?  When I think 
back to my childhood, I think about advice like, “Look both ways before you cross the street”, “Eat your 
vegetables”, and “Don’t talk to strangers”.  They’re not earth-shattering philosophical insights, but 
practical, life-preserving suggestions that have stuck with me for a long time – suggestions that I took to 
heart, and passed on to my own children years later. 
 
The passage from Deuteronomy that we read today contains the most basic, practical advice that God 
directed Moses to teach the Israelites after the Exodus from Egypt, just before they were to enter the 
Promised Land.  God told Moses that these rules would ensure that the Israelites enjoyed long life, that 
things would go well with them, and that their community would grow.  God told Moses these directions 
were so important, they should put them wherever their eyes would land throughout the day, and that 
they absolutely needed to impress them on their children.  And the content of this all-important life 
lesson?  God is the only God.  So love Him with all you’ve got.  There’ll be a lot of detail in how to apply 
that in their daily lives in the rest of Deuteronomy – but it all boiled down to this:  Love God with all you’ve 
got. 
 

• Ask yourself; have I personally taught children – my own or others – that God is the only God, and 
to love Him with all they’ve got? 

 
Tuesday:  1 Samuel 12:19-25 
Of course, there were other rules while I was growing up – especially in my teenage years – that I decided 
it was not quite as important to pay attention to.  “Be home by 10:00”, or “Do your chores before you go 
out” just didn’t seem to carry a lot of weight when there were other, compelling voices saying things like 
“well, OUR curfew is 11:00” or “well, the rest of us are leaving at 10:00 Saturday morning whether you’re 
there or not”.  My teenage logic ran something along the lines of “How bad will my punishment be for 
breaking the rules?  It’s not like my parents will stop loving me.”  But at the same time, I could hear the 
voice of my older brother and sister saying things like “Take my advice – you’ll be better off in the long 
run if you just follow the rules now.” 
 
Samuel was a prophet for Israel right at the time when the people started demanding that God name 
someone to serve as their king.  God’s hope was that HE would be their king.  Samuel did what the people 
asked, and anointed Saul to be their king.  But he reminded the people again and again that it was very 
possible that their human king would lead them astray.  Their human king might encourage them to 
worship other gods or to do things that their true king, God, would not want them to do.  Samuel promised 
to pray for them, and to continue to teach them God’s will – but other voices kept enticing the people 
away from God. 
 

• Ask yourself; where are the voices enticing me away from God coming from?  But who is praying 
for me, and continuing to teach me to love God? 

 
Wednesday:   Micah 4:1-5 
I was in the middle of fourth grade when my elementary school was racially integrated at the very 
beginning of 1970.  Prior to that year, I knew literally no African-American children.  But before the school 
year was over, I had made friends with several.  By the time we went to junior high, one of those friends, 
Kevin, and I had become great friends, and we shared a locker at the junior high school.  While we were 
aware of the racial turmoil integration had created in the world around us, in many ways we felt “above” 
all that.  There were many inter-racial friendships in our school, and we honestly believed that by the time 
we were adults, all of that conflict would be behind us.  Both Kevin and I had been taught by both our 
parents and our churches that God had created all races equally.  The song “What Color is God’s Skin” was 
like an anthem at church schools in the early 70’s.  Oddly enough, that belief was not reflected in the 
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actual racial makeup of our churches.  But Kevin and I both believed that God’s will included racial equality, 
and that we would be the generation that made this Kingdom value real. 
 
Today’s passage from the prophet Micah describes a vision of the “last days” – Old Testament language 
for the future time when God’s will and values are truly reflected in society.  The picture includes people 
from every nation streaming to the place to worship God.  We need to understand that in the Old 
Testament, “peoples” and “nations” refers to any and all ethnicities that were not Jewish.  The vision is 
that in the last days, people “not like us” will join “us” in the worship of God, and God will teach all of us, 
together, his ways “so that we may walk in his paths”.  The New Testament witness is that with the coming 
of Jesus, the last days, the Kingdom of God, has drawn near – close enough to enter into.  Jesus taught 
Jews, Samaritans, Greeks, and Romans what the Kingdom of God was like – what the ideal world God 
envisions would look like.  War, whether between nations, races, or ethnicities, is not part of that world. 
 

• Ask yourself; do my words and actions reflect the inbreaking of the Kingdom of God relative to 
relationships with people “not like us”?  What are my words and actions teaching others about 
the Kingdom of God? 

 
Thursday:  Matthew 11:1 
Growing up in church, it seemed like most of what I heard about Jesus involved His casting out demons, 
healing the sick, performing miracles (like walking on water), or the conflict with the authorities that led 
to His crucifixion and resurrection.  It wasn’t until I was an adult, and began a more serious study of the 
Bible, that I came to realize that according to the Gospels, Jesus actually spent most of His time teaching 
and preaching.  Now certainly, when Jesus cast out demons, healed people, and performed miracles, the 
people learned something about the Kingdom of God.  But a lot of the time, the Gospels say Jesus simply 
TAUGHT people about it.  I was even more surprised to learn that the word “disciple” – a word I had heard 
and known my whole life – actually means “learner”.  I had thought it was just a special church word 
meaning “someone who follows Jesus”. 
 
Today’s verse from Matthew, along with Mark 1:38, Luke 4:31-32, and many others, indicate that teaching 
and preaching the Word of God was the primary form that Jesus’ ministry took.  Sometimes, while He was 
teaching or preaching, a pressing personal need that helped Jesus to demonstrate the point He was 
already teaching about would present itself, and Jesus would take the opportunity to heal.  But rather 
than a ministry focused on healings and miracles in and of themselves, Jesus seems to have spent the 
majority of His time teaching people what was required to be part of this “Kingdom of God” that He said 
was even now arriving.  The healings and miracles demonstrated that a preeminent value in this Kingdom 
was wholeness, wellness, and life in community. 
 

• Ask yourself; what am I actively learning from Jesus about life in the Kingdom of God? 
 
Friday:  Acts 5:17-21a; 5:42 
I’ve been teaching classes and Bible studies at church for almost twenty years.  But when my children 
were young, in elementary school, teaching would have been one of the last things I would imagine myself 
doing.  The reason for this doubt about my teaching abilities can be summed up in the comment my wife 
made one evening when I was becoming exasperated trying to help one of my daughters to study for a 
math test.  She said “she’s not going to learn it any better by saying the same thing you just said, only 
louder!”  And that was, in fact, what I was doing!  I was so sure that the way I had explained it was all that 
was needed for her to understand it, that I assumed she had just not been listening or paying attention 
the first time, so I started over, loud enough to not be ignored!  By the time I started teaching in church, I 
had figured out that maybe I should find a better way to communicate, if I was going to be effective in 
teaching not only math - but the Word of God! 
 
One of the things today’s story from the book of Acts demonstrates is that the earliest followers of Jesus 
continued to teach about the Kingdom of God, just as Jesus had done.  The religious leadership, known as 
Sadducees, had had a hand in Jesus’ crucifixion, so they were not happy that these followers of Jesus were 
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now out there doing the very same thing Jesus had done – teaching people and healing people!  They 
tried to put them in jail, but with God’s help, they escaped, only to be found teaching their message right 
in the middle of the temple courts!  The chapter concludes by saying that the apostles never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the Good News about Jesus.  The rest of the New Testament, in fact, shows the 
apostles, and especially Paul, communicating the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ in a variety of ways, 
depending on the audience.  Apparently, teaching others about Jesus in a way they can understand is a 
fundamental part of what it means to be a Christian.  And learning from these teachers is a fundamental 
part of how you BECOME a Christian. 
 

• Ask yourself; who am I learning to be a Christian from?  Who am I teaching what it means to be a 
Christian? 

 
Saturday:  2 Timothy 4:1-5 
In 2005, I was still a year away from quitting my secular engineering career to enter into fulltime ministry.  
But I had been teaching Disciple Bible study and other classes for a number of years, and had even begun 
taking seminary classes part-time to become a better teacher.  That October, my niece was supposed to 
get married in her hometown of New Orleans.  All the venues had been reserved long before, from the 
church to the rehearsal dinner to the reception.  But in late August and throughout September, hurricane 
Katrina devastated the city.  The wedding had to be postponed indefinitely, as no one had any idea when 
New Orleans would again be inhabitable.  As a seminary student starting to pray about a change of career, 
I was angered beyond belief to hear “religious” voices on TV claim that the devastation in New Orleans 
was God’s judgment on a sinful city.  Now, I have no doubt that there was plenty of ungodly behavior 
going on in New Orleans – but the God I had read about in Genesis was willing to spare Sodom, a far more 
sinful place, for the sake of ten good people.  Far more than ten good people had had their lives turned 
upside down by the hurricane – in my family alone! 
 
Today’s reading from Second Timothy warns God’s people that there will be teachers in the future who 
do not teach the truth.  The point is that responsible discipleship includes the ability to discern teachers 
of truth from teachers of falsehood.  The only way we can do that is to become educated students of 
Scripture ourselves.  The best way to identify a false teacher is to be well-versed enough in what God’s 
word actually says to be able to recognize false teaching.  It is very easy for any of us to be swayed by 
popular opinion, charismatic leaders, or group-think.  This is why Paul advises Timothy to “keep your head 
in all situations” and to be able to “correct, rebuke, and encourage” other disciples who are being swayed 
by what they hear.  Each of us should hear this “charge” to Timothy as for us personally.  It is our 
responsibility to pass the faith – the same faith Paul taught Timothy, and that was handed down to us – 
to the next generation. 
 

• Ask yourself; do I feel equipped to judge sound doctrine from false?  How do I decide what to 
believe? 

 
 
 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4%3A1-5&version=NIV

