
Living Word Devotion (October 1-6, 2018) 

 
Monday: Read Exodus 32:1-14 “Celebrating the Wrong Thing” 
It’s easy when things are going right; celebrating God’s work in our lives.  It’s easy to see the blessings we have.  It’s 
easy when friendships, finances, marriages, and careers are all headed in the right direction.  However, we all know 
life doesn’t always go our way.  Friends offend us, cars break down and medical bills mount, spouses say the dumbest 
things, and the company restructures.  How do we celebrate at times like that?  Who do we celebrate at times like 
that? 
 
The people of Israel had been sent into the wilderness wandering when God called Moses to come up into the 
mountains.  Time passed.  Life happened down in the valley where people were awaiting God’s instruction.  In the 
Lord’s silence, hearts and minds wandered.  Instead of awaiting a Word from on high, they began to create their 
own words.  Instead of anticipating the celebration of God’s presence they were determined to create their own 
golden image to celebrate.  They were celebrating, but not the right things.  This draws the ire of God.  “Isn’t it 
enough that they’ve been rescued from Egypt but now they don’t have the patience to await my word?” asks the 
Lord.  
 

• Ask yourself: In those times when God seems absent or appears to not care, am I so impatient that I begin 
to seek other ways to placate my soul felt needs? 

 
Tuesday: Read Leviticus 23 “Celebration at Prescribed Times” 
Today is National Custodial Workers Recognition Day, National Name Your Car Day and National Fried Scallops Day.  
This week is Mental Illness Awareness Week, National Primary Care Physician Week, No Salt Week, National Carry 
a Tune Week, International Post Card Week, National Midwifery Week and National Chili Week.  October is Adopt 
a Shelter Dog Month, AIDS Awareness Month, Celiac Disease Awareness Month, Feral Hog Month as well as Pizza, 
Popcorn, and Pretzel Month.  2018 is the Year of the Dog according to the Chinese Horoscope.  This is just a select 
list.  We have a lot to celebrate. 
 
Reading through this passage you find the people of Israel celebrated a lot too.  They were party animals!  However, 
each of their celebrations was centered on recognizing where God had been active in their lives.  The Sabbath 
celebration each week was a day to rest from your labor as God prescribed from the beginning of creation.  Passover 
was the annual remembrance of what God had done to deliver the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  Then 
there were the Festivals of First Fruits, Weeks, Trumpets, Booths, Atonement, and more.  The people of Israel 
celebrated the activity of God in their lives at particularly prescribed times.   
 

• Ask yourself: Aside from Sunday morning worship, what days of the year do you set aside for the purpose 
of celebrating God’s work in your life?  Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter are a great start.  What other 
days do you approach with celebratory intention? 

 
Wednesday: Read Psalm 150 “Celebrate Each Day” 
“Thank God It’s Monday” no one ever said, but perhaps we should.  “Thank God you woke me up for another day.”  
“Thank you, God, that I get to celebrate this hump day in the week.”  “Thank God it’s Friday tomorrow, but first let 
me thank you for Thursday.”  Expand the thought beyond your morning to celebrate coffee breaks and lunch.  
Celebrate also the work, whether it be in an office, or a classroom, or a home, or a hospital, or the cab of a vehicle.  
Celebrate the end of the workday and the beginning of the evening.  Celebrate the night and the rest you are about 
to enter into.  The point is to celebrate the Lord at all times. 
 
The Apostle Paul encourages us to “pray without ceasing.”  Our prayers don’t have to be limited to words under our 
breath.  Like Psalm 150, our prayer can be a grand celebration or a simple thank you.  We can hum it in a tune or we 
can sing it out loud.  We celebrate when we party within our soul or when we invite others to hear the grace 
moments in our lives when God was especially present.  “Let everything that breathes praise The Lord” is the 
invitation of this Psalm.  It is an invitation to a life of daily celebration. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+32%3A1-14+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+23+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+150+&version=NIV


• Ask yourself: How does my celebration flow out of my life as a witness to others?  Can other people tell I’m 
thanking God at all times or only when I say “TGIF”? 

 
Thursday:  Read Isaiah 66:1-4 (The Message Translation if you have it available to you) “Celebrate Even When 
You’re Not Feeling It” 
Have you ever walked away from worship feeling flat?  Nothing in it connected with you.  You didn’t feel inspired or 
encouraged.  Sometimes the “Christianese” is that you didn’t “feel fed” in worship today.  Then, have you ever 
wondered what God felt like that Sunday?  On a Sunday when you came to get something out of it instead of putting 
forth your best, what did God experience?  On a Sunday when you needed God to show up for your sake instead of 
showing up for offering a celebration of thanks to God, where did God’s experience of your praise fall?  
 
Reading this passage in The Message Translation gives you a present-day understanding of God’s experience of our 
worship.  God finds your worship empty when you expect to get rather than give.  After all, as it notes in the first 
two verses of this Chapter, God owns it all and created it all, what does God owe you?  Reverse your approach to 
worship and see if you don’t come away different.  Bring a sacrifice of praise.  Make an offering of your whole heart.  
Sing the songs with thanksgiving in your heart.   
 

• Ask yourself: How did worship feel different today? 
 
Friday:  Read Matthew 25:14-30 “God Celebrates You” 
What do you live for?  What do you long for?  What is your heart’s deepest desire?  The way you answer that 
question may be dependent upon the time frame you put on it.  “I’ve got a hankering for some beef jerky” is a lot 
shorter term desire than “I want to change someone’s life by the way I live mine.”  What if you asked that question 
from an eternal perspective?  What is your eternal goal in life?  Heaven?  Well, of course, but what about it?  Have 
you ever looked at verses from this passage and imagined God greeting you at the gates of heaven with “Well done 
good and faithful servant… enter into the joy of your Master”?  
 
There’s a passage in the Book of Luke where the shepherd seeks out the lost sheep and when it is found there is a 
grand celebration.  The woman seeks out the lost coin and when it is found she invites her friends to rejoice with 
her.  The father awaits the return of the son who left home and squandered his inheritance.  With the son’s return 
comes a festival-sized party.   
 

• Ask yourself: Have you ever considered that God celebrates every movement of faith in your life?  
 
Saturday: Read Revelation 19:1-10 “Celebrate the End Before It Gets Here” 
Do you remember being excited about an upcoming birthday?  Possibly that hasn’t been on your mind lately, but as 
a child, do you remember being excited about a birthday?  Maybe you were singing the birthday song to yourself as 
you played.  The excitement of sending out invitations and the thought of the gifts you’d get was almost too much 
to bear.  In the end, the anticipation produced almost as much excitement as the celebration itself.  You can hardly 
blame a child for that level of expectancy, can you? 
 
The Book of the Revelation of John has long produced that kind of excitement in the followers of Jesus Christ.  The 
promise in this vision is of the party that takes place when God’s Kingdom finally reigns on earth.  Not “IF” but 
“WHEN.”  As sure as a child is of their next birthday, you can be sure that God’s Kingdom will come.  God’s Will shall 
be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  For nearly 2000 years, Christians have been celebrating the end before it gets 
here.  It’s not premature.  There’s no chance that it’s like a ballgame where the end is unsure until the clock winds 
down.  God Wins!  As followers, we celebrate the win at a great banquet in the end time.  But we don’t have to wait.  
Why wait?  Celebrate today, it’s OK. 
 

• Ask yourself: Who would you invite to the party at the end time banquet?  What’s holding you back? 
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