
Living Word Weekly Devotional (September 10-15, 2018) 

 

Living Word Pillars: Worship, Learn, Serve, Celebrate 

Monday: Genesis 12: 1-8  
Genesis 12: 1-8 is the story of Abram and Sarai leaving Haran and traveling until God told them to stop. No final 
destination on their tickets…just a promise that it would all be worth it in the end.  It was no small thing for them to 
leave their tribe in Haran.  That tribe was safety. Tribes were less likely to be attacked than a couple of men, a woman 
and some servants. But more than that, I’m not sure at all that Abram and Sarai believe God would go with them.  They 
lived at a time when “gods” were carved figures that were transported along with them.  Yet each time they stopped, 
it was as though they realized that “yes, in this place too, God is with us”. So they built an altar, probably offered a 
sacrifice, and worshipped God.  We have altars all around us; places where we feel God’s presence.  Maybe it’s a family 
dinner table, the security of your home, time with good friends, or the long run that reminds you of the amazing body 
God gave you.  This week, take particular notice of where it is you find God.  Then take just a breath or two to say 
thanks, and find your moment of worship.  

• Prayer: God of holy places, help me to recognize those places in my life where You are so real I can nearly touch 
You. Amen. 

Tuesday:  Exodus 15: 19-21  
In Exodus 15: 19-21 Miriam grabbed her tambourine and spontaneously led the people of God in worship.  They had 
just come through the Red Sea.  They had escaped death twice now; once as the angel of death passed over their 
homes and again as the waters stood apart as they crossed through what otherwise would have drowned them. And 
there they stood, on the other side, with the Egyptian soldiers dying in the flooding waters, not just alive, but free.  So 
Miriam the prophet led all the women singing and dancing and shouting God’s power to all who could hear.  Being a 
grandmother and working regularly with children, I’m often included in the “hallelujah” moments of great joy at 
achieving a goal…a puzzle finished, a song learned, a goal or run made.  God is the God of structured worship and 
celebration, but God is also the God of the fist bump moments.  I wonder where in your life you could have used that 
tambourine. 

• Prayer: God of the delightful moment, help us to recognize You in the moments when joy bubbles up and our 
spirits soar.  

 

Wednesday:  Exodus 35 
Starting in Exodus 35 we have the account of the preparations for and then the building of the tabernacle.  For five 
chapters we read about the priests and the people and God and Moses as they work to make sure EVERYTHING is just 
like God intended.  There are places to wash hands, places to burn incense, places to burn sacrifices, places to pray and 
a special place for God alone. The Hebrew people believe that God’s throne was on the top of the Ark of the Covenant 
that was kept in the holy of holies…or the most holy place, as we tell the kids.  Only the high priest could enter into this 
most sacred spot.  But the most amazing thing happened when the tabernacle was finished. Just as Moses finished, a 
massive cloud of God’s presence entered the tabernacle and filled it so that Moses could not enter.   Even when we 
believe we have it all figured out and know exactly where God is in our lives, God tends to be bigger than we thought 
and crowds into every part of our being.  

• Prayer: God of surprises, overwhelm us with the cloud of your presence and remind us that we are never 
alone. 
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Thursday:  2 Kings 22  
The story of the boy king, Josiah, begins in 2 Kings 22 and takes up most of two chapters.  Josiah was 8 when he assumed 
the throne.  He was guided by priests and advisors, and is likened to King David.  Bottom line is that Josiah’s first act as 
king was to have the temple cleaned up.  It had fallen into massive disrepair and people no longer worshiped in the 
holy space.  When the workers started their tasks they came across scrolls.  Recognizing the value of ANYTHING written 
down at that time, they brought the scrolls to the king, who could not read them.  He sent them to Huldah, a woman 
prophet, who read and interpreted them.  We believe these scrolls were a copy of what we call the Ten Commandments 
and following laws.  When she told Josiah about the laws, he became horribly upset and commanded the people to 
obey the laws God had given them. His reforms were huge and harsh, maybe too harsh. Many of the people did turn 
back to God and Passover was celebrated in Jerusalem as the laws demanded.  In the end, Josiah died in battle and the 
stage was set for what would become the Babylonian exile.  But Josiah did what was right.  It wasn’t easy, he wasn’t 
perfect, and his reforms were not permanent. But he was a young voice reminding God’s people that they were not 
following God’s dreams for them.  Having worked with children for nearly four decades, I continue to be amazed at 
how they are discounted.  This story is a gentle reminder to us that while children do not have experience, they can 
have uncommon wisdom, especially if they are surrounded by adults who guide them with grace.  

• Prayer: God of all ages, remind me today that my age doesn’t always give me a corner on wisdom. Help me 
understand that You use all ages of Your people to build community and work for justice. Amen. 
 

 

Friday:  Ezra 3: 1-6  
The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are rarely preached and only sparingly taught.  Because of this few of us know the 
stories of the return of some of the Jewish exiles to the site of Jerusalem and the work they had to do to rebuild the 
walls and the temple.  If you have a bit of time, sit down this week and read those two books of the Bible.  There are 
some great stories in here, but there’s a very short account I want to point to today. Take a look at Ezra 3: 1-6 and 
imagine the picture.  People have returned and they went to the place where the temple stood.  It’s a pile of rubble, 
but the found the place where the altar belonged and there they offered sacrifices and worshiped. And they did this 
every day.  Eventually after many years of much fighting and even more harsh reforms, the city walls and the temple 
were rebuilt.  For me, this story of worshipping in the rubble is a powerful one.  Each of us has “rubble moments” in 
our lives; times when everything has fallen apart.  Instead of trying to fix each of those places, our best action can 
probably be what the Jewish people did here.  In the middle of the rubble, of the destruction, they worshipped 
God…every day.  Then they worked day and night to rebuild their homes and their house of worship.   

• Prayer: Take my rubble, loving God and help me to find You in the mess and worship You as I repair the broken 
places in my heart.  Amen. 

Saturday:  Luke 4: 16-30  
In the gospel of Luke we have the account of Jesus preaching in the synagogue. Luke 4: 16-30 gives us a glimpse of what 
it was like when Jesus read scripture and preached.  He chose a text from Isaiah that referred to the coming Messiah 
and he spoke well.  At first everyone loved him!  Wow, is this the carpenter’s son? They were amazed!!  And then Jesus 
turned a corner and spoke of God’s grace to people who were not Jewish.  He spoke of the widow of Zarephath who 
gave Elijah a home. That same widow’s son was brought back to life by God, through the prophet. Then Jesus spoke of 
the Syrian, Naaman, who was healed of leprosy by Elisha.  At that, the people turned on Jesus and tried to take Him 
and throw Him off a cliff.  But He disappeared from among them.  As we continue to live in an ever more diverse nation, 
Jesus words are a reminder that there is the grace and love of God for everyone. There is also the reminder to use our 
voices to drown out hate. Then we can help others understand that being a living sacrifice means speaking up for those 
who have less, who need more and who live in fear.   
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• Prayer: God of all creation, place in my heart an unequivocal passion to do Your work and speak Your hope. 
Turn this ordinary follower into a living sacrifice for our extraordinary God. Amen. 
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