
 

Living Word Devotion (October 15-20, 2018) 

 

Monday:  Read Genesis 3 “Even Satan Knew” 
How long has humanity needed saving?  Pretty much since the very beginning.  This story of the pre-history of humankind 
is interesting because it was a time when the only two people had both an intimate relationship with God as well as Satan 
(as he inhabited the serpent.)  I wonder what other creatures they found themselves talking to on a given day?  Without 
getting too sidetracked, the serpent challenges the notion of whether God will allow the willful disobedience of the proto-
couple to bring an end to the human race.  Satan had already come to recognize something unique in the relationship 
between God and this special creature.  God loves the goodness of all of His creation, but this part was more than that, it 
was very good (see Genesis 1:31). Even Satan knew that God would relent from the death threat and save humanity from 
doom. 
 
God is in the saving business.  Has been from the start.  While salvation comes to each of us in Jesus Christ, and that saving 
grace is unique to each individual, it is not new.  Salvation is as old as when the first humans stood erect and claimed God 
as their own.  Why?  Because God had already claimed humanity as worth saving. 
 

• Ask yourself: If God has been saving people from the very beginning, why would it be hard to imagine God saving 
me too?   If Satan recognizes God’s unique love for you and me, can I see God’s love for me and the people I meet? 

 
Tuesday: Read Exodus 3:1-12 “Saviors” 
Part of the unique and saving relationship God has with humanity is that God started early on using other people to bring 
the message of His salvation into the lives of others.  Moses stands tall in the Hebrew testament among those who God 
has greatly used to bring His message of salvation.  After Moses comes Joshua.  His name in Hebrew can be translated into 
English as “God saves.”  Time and again the witness of the Hebrew people is that no matter what a mess they make of 
their lives; God will step in to save the people.   
 
There is a shift that takes place in Jesus Christ (whose Hebrew name is actually “Joshua.”) In Christ, God relocates salvation 
from a location on Earth (Israel, and particularly Jerusalem) and moves it into the hearts of the faithful (and ultimately 
into the realm of Heaven).  At that point, Jesus becomes the last “Savior” God will send.  God won’t stop sending 
messengers to us who bring a Word of salvation. However, the message they will bring is that Christ was, and still is, your 
Savior. 
 

• Ask yourself:  Who are the messengers God sent to you to bring you a Word of salvation?  To whom are you called 
to bring that message?   

 
Wednesday:  Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Saved. Again.” 
I was saved by the grace of God when I accepted Christ during my confirmation when I was 8th grade.  I was saved again 
when I made a personal profession of Christ during a worship service a year later.  I was saved again in high school at the 
leadership of a good teacher.  I was saved again… well, you get the point right?  I have not always been faithful to God’s 
saving grace.  Nevertheless, God in His grace saved me each time I returned to Him.  The witness of our Old Testament is 
that the people of Israel were saved by God and then wandered off and got lost again. 
 
Once again, God would save them, live in a covenant relationship with the people and then watch as they wandered off 
once again.  God is a saving God.  The promise of God is to always be ready to forgive, offer grace, and save.  There is but 
one deadline to that God’s grace.  It is your dead line.  God is faithful so long as you have breath. 
 
Francis Asbury, the first Bishop of the Methodist Church in America said that his preachers should always be prepared to 
preach, pray or die.  Now I know some of you are thinking “if I had to preach or pray aloud, I’d rather die.”  What Asbury 
meant was that at all times a preacher should be in a saving relationship with God such that death would not divide God 
and the faithful one.   
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• Ask yourself:  Are you living in a saving relationship with God?  Are you prepared to die? Meaning, is the condition 
of your soul and the intent of your day that of being faithful?  Or are you in that cycle like the people of Israel back 
in the day, and so many people today, wherein you are failing, being saved, and failing again?  Seek to be faithful 
all the time. 

Thursday:  Read John 8:1-11 “Caught” 
This story is one of those that is often repeated and worthy of note.  In the end, Jesus says some important words, “Neither 
do I condemn you.”  The assumption in that statement is many.  In order to condemn someone, you must have authority 
to judge.  You may have heard that you shouldn’t judge another until you’ve walked a mile in their shoes.  Jesus lived our 
life and understands our temptations and trials.  He walked a mile in our shoes.  By human experience alone, He is worthy 
of being our judge.  He is also One with God.  As God created us and created us all for His purposes, if we are outside of 
our created purpose, it is God who stands as our judge. 
 
Part of the purpose of this story is to point out to all of us that we are all guilty of some form of disobedience to the will 
of God.  We have a habit of picking up rocks for a good old-fashioned stoning when we should be looking at the sins of 
our own lives and become caught up in our own guilt.  Jesus then enters into our guilt with the words of a kind judge, “I 
don’t condemn you.”  Instead of the hell we deserve, there is the salvation God offers in Jesus Christ. 
 

• Ask yourself:  Do you recognize that you are guilty and worthy of condemnation?  Do you also see the grace of a 
judge that offers salvation and not condemnation? 

 
Friday:  Read John 3:16-21 “The Theology Behind the Practice” 
Sometimes it’s easier to tell the story first and then to tell the operating theology behind it.  The story from yesterday 
from John 8 is the practical application to the foundational theology Jesus speaks in John 3.  God acts to save us in Jesus 
Christ.  In the life of Christ, we can reflect upon our own and recognize just how guilty we are.  We stand condemned by 
our own stories of our lives.  But Jesus wasn’t sent to execute the condemnation.  Instead, He was sent by God to save us 
from creating more life stories of guilt and to transform our lives to His grace and to reflect His grace into the world.  The 
stories of our pre-saved life stands as a Light to the world of what God can do with one, however far they have fallen from 
grace, to shine His glory; the glory of One who saves and does not condemn. 
 

• Ask yourself: If your stories condemn you, how can you ever be saved?  Only by the grace of a God who offers not 
to condemn but only to save. 

 
Saturday:  Read Romans 10:1-13 “Turn Around” 
Throughout this message series, I’ve used the metaphor of a flowing river to introduce the nature of God’s grace.  It is 
relentless in its flow toward you.  Until you decide that God’s way is right for you, you are working against the flow.  You 
are wading upstream and against God’s created purpose for your life.  It’s exhausting and intentionally seeks to wear you 
down.  God made you to flourish in the flow of His grace and to struggle when you move against it. 
 
When God saw humanity begin to turn against His grace, He needed to create an easy way to turn around.  When God 
created the sacrifices of the people of Israel, they missed the point.   God needed to create a new way to stop fighting 
against His will.  Though the process of getting there was, for God, gut-wrenching as He sacrificed His Son to make it 
possible, the process for you and me is simple.  Turn around.   
 
Let’s look at the steps to turning around.  First, stop!  Recognize that the things you are doing in your life are not a part of 
God’s will.  You are tearing up your soul and doing harm to the people around you.  Recognize it.  Be convicted by the fact 
of your struggle to wade against the stream of grace.  Then, turn around.  See the life of Christ as the direction God wants 
your life to go.  It is a life of loving God and loving your neighbor.  As Pastor Daniel put it a few weeks ago, “Service is 
practical love.”  Turn into the flow of God’s grace and live a life that is a practical application of love in the world. 
 

• Ask yourself: What’s holding you back from allowing the flow of God’s grace to direct your life? 
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