
Living Word Devotion October 29 – November 3, 2018 

 

IMPACT: Living a Life That Matters 

Lord, Lord 

Monday, October 29: Isaiah 53 
Several people are quoted as saying, “There they go.  I must hasten to catch them.  For I am their leader.”  
I’m not sure that’s the type of leadership that inspires others. Leadership gets a lot of press these days.  
Students in high school are learning leadership skills.  College students are encouraged to be leaders in 
groups which will look good on a resume.  There are whole studies on the topic and one of the largest 
churches in America does an annual “Global Leadership Conference.”  However, prominent Christian 
writer Leonard Sweet says, “Leadership is a fetish.  Christians are called to followership.” 

People who are Christian are called to lead, but only as Christ lead.  The passage of scripture you read is 
commonly called the “Suffering Servant” text.  It is understood to be a prophetic text about how Christ 
will live His life and sacrifice Himself for our sake.  Jesus’ example of leadership is to be a sacrifice.  As 
followers we are meant to be leaders in the way we follow Jesus; sacrificially. 

Living with Jesus as Lord of your life means that you live as He lived, as a lamb being led to slaughter and 
as a sheep silent before its shearer.  For the majority of us that doesn’t mean that we are called upon to 
die for our Lord, but we are called to serve more than to be served, to give more than take, to offer more 
than demand. 

• Prayer Focus: O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek To be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, To be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; It is 
in pardoning that we are pardoned; It is in dying to self that we are born to eternal life.  (Excerpt 
from The Prayer of St. Francis) 

Tuesday, October 30: Psalm 51 
Jesus is the Son of God the Father.  In the traditional understanding of God we say that God is three in 
one; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  So, at the time that Jesus walked the Earth He was God.  We also 
maintain that Jesus was without sin.  At the time there was only one Testament of the Bible and it was 
commonly referred to as the Holy Scriptures.  As God, Jesus has inspired the writers of these words.  As a 
person, Jesus had studied these since His earliest years. 

For this reason, I wonder what went through His mind when He read scripture that asked for forgiveness 
for sin.  I imagine something of a smile came over His face.  It wouldn’t have been a smug grin and a sly 
smirk.  It would have been a gentle reminder of the grace of His Heavenly Father.  There may also have 
been a slight grimace as He understood the role He would be playing in the forgiveness to be offered. 

Calling Jesus our Lord is to see Him in Psalm 51.  He is the reason for our ability to stand before the 
judgement of God.  He is the one from whom forgiveness flows.  Our appropriate response is simply, 
“Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise.” 

• Prayer Focus: Jesus, I declare you as my Lord and Savior.  Put in me a pure heart so I may walk a 
path of righteousness.  May my everyday be a witness to Your forgiving love. 

Wednesday, October 31: Psalm 86 
Every once in a while I share what sounds like a bit of heresy.  Here I go again.  I think the young Jesus had 
to learn how to be The Christ.  What I mean is that from birth His Mother told Him time and again that He 
would be the savior of His people; that they would declare Him Lord.  While I do believe He had a deeper 
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connection to our Father in than any other person in history, I think He was only given clues to learn the 
type of Savior and Lord He would be.   

If you read Psalm 86 as if you’re a 12 year old Jesus, or at any age of His life, imagine coming to an 
understanding of being the One to whom this Psalm is written.  You guard the life of those who trust You.  
You have mercy and bring joy to Your servants.  You are forgiving and abounding in love.  You listen to 
prayers and answer them.  You teach and are faithful and have, in every way, acted to deserve the glory 
people offer. There is nothing in Your life that would divide a follower’s loyalty.  That’s a pretty important 
lesson for a young Christ to learn. 

Jesus became Christ because He was faithful to all the teachings of the Holy Scriptures.  Did He truly have 
a choice?  Ask Him when you get there.  As for you, measure Christ against this standard and see if your 
heart doesn’t end up undivided (verse 11.) 

• Prayer Focus: Teach me Your way, Lord, that I may rely on Your faithfulness; give me an undivided 
heart that I may fear [respect] Your name. 

Thursday, November 1: 1 Kings 12 
Solomon was more than a glorious king of Israel, he was a taskmaster who subjected his people to slavery 
so he could expand his kingdom and influence.  When he died and his son, Rehoboam, took over, he was 
advised by the elders to ease up and the people would follow him.  (Verse 7) Instead he was determined 
to make their task harder and instructed the taskmaster, Jeroboam, to do so.  Jeroboam had had enough 
and fled to Egypt.  Later Jeroboam returned and the people flocked to him.  Rehoboam was only able to 
keep control over the people in the region called Judah and the people to the north formed a new 
Kingdom of Israel with Jeroboam as their king. 

Which would you follow?  It amazes me today when people follow a person, ideal, or rule of life that does 
nothing but drag them down.  Why wouldn’t you flock to the One who came to offer forgiveness, freedom, 
and abundance of life?  I’ll forever scratch my head when I see people who have ruined their life for a 
dollar, abandoned their family for fantasy, or wasted their talents for lack of vision. 

Christ stands today as the Lord of all things good.  Devoting your life to goodness will bring abundance, 
clear vision for your future, and everlasting life.  Now, tell me why you haven’t called Him Lord, Lord? 

• Prayer Focus: Lord, I have committed my life to You time and again, only to retain control of a few 
areas.  Trusting You is tough for me.  Forgive me and work with me to devote myself to You. 

Friday, November 2: Exodus 18  
Every one of us brings gifts and talents to the table.  In Ephesians 4, it tells us that Jesus divided the work 
of the people into several categories.  While we don’t use the same terms today, it is clear at that time 
that some would be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers.  Not everyone had the same 
job back then.  In Acts 6, we know that the Apostles were getting overwhelmed by all that had to happen, 
so they divided responsibilities as well.  In Exodus 18, Moses’ father-in-law saw that Moses was 
overwhelmed in what he was doing and he told him to do what he was best at and let others do the things 
that weighed him down. 

This all holds true today.  Especially in the church.  I’ve witnessed so many people get burned out on the 
work of the church because they couldn’t keep up with the 52 things they had said yes to.  Let me let you 
in on a secret, “No” is a perfectly acceptable word.  I once had a bank vice president tell me no to the 
finance team because he wanted to work with the youth.  It was one of the best “no’s” I’ve ever heard.  
He didn’t shirk his responsibility to serve his Lord, Jesus Christ.  He just made sure he was saying “yes” to 
what his gift and passion was. 
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Christ is asking each of us to serve Him as Lord.  He is not asking each of us to do the same thing or to do 
everything.  Serving Christ as Lord of your life is not about doing things that wear you down and 
overwhelm you.  It is about doing the things you were created to do.  These things bring abundance to 
your living and purpose to your life. 

• Prayer Focus:  Open my eyes to how You created me.  Make clear to me the path You have chosen.  
I know You have said that Your yoke is easy and Your burden is light.  Yoke me with the task that 
will fulfill my life.  Give me the pleasure of working for You. 

Saturday, November 3: Matthew 4:18-25 and Matthew 10:1-4 
Remember Earl Combs, Mark Koenig, Bob Meusel and Tony Lazzeri?  They aren’t really household names 
are they?  You probably don’t remember them as being a huge part of the Yankees team that devastated 
the St. Louis Cardinals in the 1926 World Series.  If I mentioned two other names you might know them 
better.  Babe Ruth and Lou Gherig rounded out this team of hitters who became known as Murderer’s 
Row for their ability to take out any pitcher they faced.  Any great athlete on a team sport will tell you 
that they weren’t great alone.  It wasn’t just Babe or just Lou.  It was Earl, Mark, Bob, Tony, Babe and Lou.  
None of them were unimportant to that team. 

Remember Thaddeus?  Me neither.  He was one of the 12.  He followed Jesus from the earliest part of His 
ministry and all the way through the crucifixion and resurrection.  He was in the room where Jesus first 
appeared His followers on Easter.  He was among those who, on the day of Pentecost, was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to go into the crowds and proclaim the resurrection of Christ and the Good News that brings.  
Thaddeus was one of the 12.  Peter was the one of the 12 who will get the most recognition down through 
history.  Perhaps John will garner the second.  Thomas will become synonymous with doubt and, of course, 
Judas will forever be associated with betrayal.  With the exception of the latter, none of them was 
unimportant.  The mission of Christ is launched into the world through ALL of their efforts. 

Look around the room in worship tomorrow.  Who is the most important?  Who is the least important?  
“No one” is the answer to both questions.  God has chosen each one of us, you included, to be an 
important part in the world He is creating.  You have your part.  You have an impact to make.   

• Prayer Focus: Lord, I submit myself to Your use.  Lead me to make an impact for Your sake.  How 
can I be of service today? 
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