
Living Word Devotion (October 8-13, 2018) 

 
Monday: Read Genesis 2:4-25 “From the Beginning” 
We Methodists have a system of appointing pastors which we call “Itinerancy.”  Every year, every pastor is eligible to 
be moved.  Sometimes that frustrates us, but it is a good system for a lot of reasons; I won’t go into all that now.  
However, as one who has moved to 6 different churches, I recognize a deep temptation that I have to caution myself 
against each time.   That is the temptation to be oblivious to the past and look ahead at what we are going to do 
together.  It doesn’t honor the good work that has gone before and sometimes misses the spirit that has united the 
congregation and the struggles that have been overcome and now define who they are. 
 
I think this is true when we talk about God’s grace as well.  Sometimes we are tempted to look at the love God has for 
us and individualize it so much that it begins to sound like it belongs only to me.  Like I’m the first one God ever loved.  
In me, God’s love is best known.  But God has been in the love business from the beginning.  Whether you read the 
creation story that begins in Genesis 1 or you look at the more personal story of the creation of humanity in Genesis 2, 
you find that God has loved us since the first humans stood upright.  We aren’t the first and we won’t be the last.  God’s 
loving grace has been and will be a part of God’s relationship to His creation forever. 

• Ask yourself: Does it help me to know that God’s love has been a constant since the beginning of time?  Does 
my focus on myself cause me to miss out on the blessing of knowing a God whose love has never and will not 
ever fail?  

Tuesday: Read Jeremiah 1:1-9 “Grace from Your Beginning” 
Do you remember your birth?  How about your first birthday?  No?  What, then, is your earliest memory?  One of my 
earliest is my baptism.  It was just before my 4th birthday.  I remember my father was in church, which was not a normal 
event for us.  Perhaps that’s why I remember it.  I think one of my sisters and one of my brothers was baptized with 
me.  The oldest two were probably already baptized.  I remember I didn’t enjoy getting “splashed at church.”  It was a 
faint recollection until I found my baptismal certificate 20+ years later.  At that point, the moment became much more 
clear.  Later the meaning came into focus.   
 
When we baptize children we are trusting God and the church to provide the ministries so that when they become 
older they can have the background they need to trust in God for themselves.  This Scripture passage illustrates the 
activity of God in our lives, even before we know or understand it.  Before we were even formed in our mother’s womb, 
God knew us with a grace-filled knowledge.  God’s promises to us, to be present with us always, did not begin when 
we first noticed.  God has been with us since before we had the cognitive ability to see it. 

• Ask yourself:  When did you first notice that God was at work in your life? 

Wednesday:  Read Psalm 23 “The Pursuit of Goodness and Mercy” 
The words of the 23rd Psalm may be familiar to you in the King James translation.  It’s the version we hear at funerals.  
It’s an older English version with cups that runneth over and a Lord who restoreth the soul.  If the language is either 
too hard to understand or has become so oft repeated as to lose its impact, consider reading it in another translation.  
That final verse is my focus for today.  “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life…”  Have you 
ever considered that God’s goodness and God’s mercy is following you around?  I enjoy that little joke that “sometimes 
paranoid people ARE being followed around.”  Well, you are!  You are being followed, pursued even, by the grace of 
God. 

The Common English translation reads this way, “Yes, goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my 
life…”  The Message Translation emphasizes, even more, the proactive movement of God by issuing this proclamation, 
“Your beauty and love chase after me every day of my life…”  However you translate it and whichever language you 
prefer, the point is clear; God is on your trail.  You can’t get away.  God is stalking you, but not in a creepy sort of way.  
God is keeping up with you so that when you turn away from your running and toward His grace, you don’t have far to 
go to return to Him.  He’s been right behind you all along. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1%3A1-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23&version=NIV


• Ask yourself:  How do you react to the idea that you can never get so far away from God that you can’t turn 
back and find Him right there with you? 

Thursday: Read Hebrews 12:1-2 “Clouded Faith” 
I was around when the internet got its start.  I know that it didn’t take long before you were able to say with your 
tongue firmly implanted in your cheek, “It must be true, it’s on the internet.”  The trustworthiness of the information 
out there in the cloud will forever be in doubt.  I’m still amazed at how many people are taken in when someone claims 
a quote by a famous person who never actually uttered the words. It leads you to wonder what you can trust and in 
whom you should put your trust. 

The short two verses you read today begin with “Therefore.”  It’s important that when there is a “therefore” we are 
aware of what evidence was provided beforehand.  If you have time, go back and read Hebrews 11.  It begins with 
sharing what God had done in the life of Noah.  At the time that Hebrews is written the story of Noah is 2500 years old.   
The stories of Abraham are 2000 years old and the stories of Moses are 1400 years old.  However, the Hebrew people 
trusted these stories and trusted that the people they were written about were good faithful people.  The faith they 
had inherited hung around them like a cloud of witnesses they could trust.   

• Ask yourself:  How do the stories of the biblical people of faith influence my own faith response?  Do I trust 
those stories?  Do I trust the people who trusted God?  In what ways do I see the activity of God in my life 
because I’ve witnessed it in theirs? 

Friday: Read 2 Timothy 3 “Make Your Mama Proud” 
Did you grow up in church?  What about your home, was it a Christian home?  I grew up going to Sunday school and 
church almost every Sunday.  Mom made sure of it.  Dad would stay home and work on something around the house 
or some business he brought home for the weekend.  Mom would make sure we got to church.  On some nice days, 
she would tell us to walk to church for Sunday school and she’d meet us in worship afterward.  For us, church was 
rarely an option. 

As you read this passage you might think that Paul is telling Timothy to remember the things that he himself had taught 
Timothy.  That would only be half true.  Read 2 Timothy 1:5 “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first 
in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.”  Timothy’s mother and grandmother 
were people of faith.  So impressed by their faith was the author of this letter that he calls them out by name to praise 
them.  This wasn’t done in the first century; a man crediting faith upbringing to a woman.  Timothy had a great heritage 
of faith that began at home and continued into his young adult life. 

• Ask yourself: Who are the people God put in your life to influence your early faith? 

Saturday:  Read 1 John 4:13-21 “Because God First Loved Us” 
Sometimes the academic theologian will get into arguments that really don’t mean much for the everyday follower of 
Jesus Christ.  There are as many arguments about the things that are to come (Book of the Revelation) as there are 
about things that are past (in light of science, how do you date the Creation?)  While sometimes interesting, rarely are 
they life altering.  Something a little more important to our everyday faith is the question “How do I know God loves 
me?”  The Bible is a pretty good source of answers.  The passage you read today might be a hint.  Because you have 
experienced God’s love from others, you can assume God’s love for you. 

There are many other passages in the Bible I would point to.  John 3:16 is the well-known passage that tells us that God 
loves us so much He’s willing to make a sacrifice for our behalf.  Romans 5:8 tells us that even before we had a chance 
to express our love for God (mostly due to our own unwholesome living) God sends Christ to die for our sake.  God’s 
love precedes your knowledge and understanding.  Yet it is always flowing like a river toward you.  If you take time to 
notice the current of love that surrounds you, you’ll recognize the relentless activity of God seeking to turn you in the 
direction of the flow of God’s grace. 

• Ask yourself: What’s holding you back from allowing the flow of God’s grace to direct your life? 
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