
Living Word Devotion November 5 – November 10, 2018 

 

Impact: Living a Life That Matters 

Empowered 

Monday, November 5: Romans 12 
In the past I’ve administered a personality profile inventory to help church members better understand 
how they relate to one another.  One particular version asked you to answer a series of questions based 
upon what you are like in the place you spend your most time: work, home, school, etc.  The premise is 
that the place you spend your most time is the place where you’re most dominant personality shows 
through.  What I read into this is the presumption that there is an artificial separation between what you 
are like at work, at home, at church, or among your friends.  The reality is, when you get in a high stress 
situation, your dominant personality is going to come out.  Imagine, then, your dominant work personality 
coming out at church… yikes.  Or your dominant personality among your buddies coming out when you’re 
at home.  Could that be an issue with your spouse? 

It would show more integrity if you decided that you would be the same person in all circumstances and 
have no artificial separation.  The artificial is just that, the real you is always hiding below the surface, so 
why keep it down?  Verse 2 of this chapter tells us not to be conformed to this world, but to be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds so that we can live out a personality that is good and acceptable 
and perfect.  Allowing that transformation of our mind eliminates the need for an artificial separation.  
We can become the person God wants us to be whether we are at home, at work, at school, at church, or 
among our friends. 

• Prayer Focus:  Transform my mind, Lord, to allow me to become the person You want me to be, 
wherever You lead me. 

Tuesday, November 6: 1 Corinthians 9 
Whenever I meet someone new, I try to find a common interest or life event that helps us develop a 
relationship.  I have had a wide variety of life experiences, and I use those to enter into a deeper dialogue.  
I can talk about deep theology or heavy construction.  I have climbed mountains and been a SCUBA diver.  
I worked for the Boy Scouts and have lived in both big cities and small towns; as well as, suburbs in 
between.  However, I’ve also met people with whom I have no common interest, but I’m a curious person, 
so I try to learn what they have to share.  I knew the guy who invented LED and a World War II vet and 
sought to learn their stories, so I could know them better. 

In all of these relationships, I’m seeking common ground with an ulterior motive.  In my mind, it is the 
most pure of motives and the most important.  I’m not seeking to gain anything from them but instead to 
offer something.  In these I’m hoping to find an opportunity to share Christ in the midst of the relationship 
we are building.  In verses 19-23, it seems that Paul is being artificial in order to “spring Christ on them.”  
I don’t think that’s what he was doing.  I think he was living out the old adage, “People don’t care what 
you know until they know that you care.”  Paul cared about their life and soul but couldn’t share Christ 
until they were convinced of his care. 

• Prayer Focus:  Lord, create in me a heart that cares.  Let me show that care by becoming friends 
first, and sharing Christ when the time is right. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+9&version=NIV


Wednesday, November 7: Exodus 36 
There are four primary places in the New Testament where we are told that each of us has been gifted by 
God to do the work of ministry: Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4.  The lists they 
share are quite a variety of talents with which the Spirit of God empowers us to do the work of ministry.  
Among those listed are:  Prophecy, faith, teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy, wisdom, 
knowledge, healing, apostleship, evangelism, pastoring, speaking, and serving.  When I look at this list I 
notice that there are a couple of groups left out that I think are still Biblical and wouldn’t want to leave 
them out. 

Exodus 36 opens with God calling on Bezalel and his assistant Oholiab to create all the items that will go 
into the Tabernacle for worship.  These are craftsman skilled at woodwork, stone masonry, and working 
with fine metals like gold, silver, and bronze.  It’s clear that the Spirit of God gifts people who work with 
craftsmanship of all sorts.  There are other places in the Bible where people are skilled with working with 
cloth and in making music.  All of these gifts are used in service to the Lord. 

When I speak of Spiritual Gifts, many people say they don’t feel gifted in anyway.  First, this denies the 
possibility that God could work through you.  Second, your gift to share is the thing that brings you the 
most joy while working in ministry.  You are gifted, seek to find your gift and share it with others. 

• Prayer Focus: Come Holy Spirit and fill me with the power to serve.  Gift me in the way that seems 
to fit the best and brings me joy as I serve You. 

Thursday, November 8: Acts 15 
 When will all the churches gather together as one?  Never, I hope.  At least not until Jesus comes back.  I 
have a deep appreciation for the theology of John Wesley.  Wesley was “Arminian” in his beliefs about 
God.  Arminian theology is very different from the theology expressed by John Calvin and the reformed 
church that came out of his teaching.  I’m not sure that I could ever unite with those teachings, I’m just 
not sure they are an accurate portrayal of God.   

However, I’m not ready to say that they aren’t Christian.  Some people believe that if you disagree with 
others, they must be wrong to the point of heresy.  It’s just not true.  I suspect when Jesus comes back, 
we’ll all find out how wrong we have been.  However, until that time, it’s OK that we disagree while still 
working together to make disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Verses 36-41 show us that Paul and Barnabas had such a sharp disagreement that they decided to part 
ways.  However, they parted ways to share Christ in the way they thought best.  Isn’t that what the 
multitude of churches in a community should do?  Band together to share Christ in our own distinct ways? 
We all share Christ, but we use different words and traditions.  I think we can live with that. 

• Prayer Focus: Lord let me be clear and decisive in what I believe while allowing others the same 
right.  Let us all share Christ, in the way we are called. 

Friday, November 9: 2 Corinthians 1 
 I don’t know of anyone who is more supportive of breast cancer research than women who have 
experienced it.  I don’t know of anyone who is more assertive about rights for those with Down syndrome 
or autism than those whose children live with the difference.  I don’t know who is more supportive of the 
American Heart Association than the survivors of someone who has been taken by heart disease.  People 
who are close to disease and affliction become champions for the cause.  It is out of our suffering that 
champions are born.   
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In verses 3-7, Paul is clear that the suffering he has experienced for expressing his faith has been turned 
by God to compassion and comfort for those who suffer in the same way.  We need to be clear here; God 
doesn’t create heart disease so people can become champions.  That’s silliness.  Wouldn’t God eliminate 
the heart disease rather than create champions?  Instead, God uses the opportunity of the suffering we 
have endured to raise up champions for causes that need to be addressed.   

We all know there are far more causes to be championed than any one of us can address.  To address 
them all is to water down the gifts and passions God has created within us.  However, if each of us 
championed the issue from which we have suffered and become passionate, and then bound together 
with people of differing gifts but the same passion, we can impact the world and make clear changes. 

• Prayer Focus: Lord, when I suffer, prevent me from turning inside to pity and turn me outward to 
seek to ease the suffering of others. 

Saturday, November 10: Philippians 2:1-18 
I had a worship leader at another church who often wore his t-shirts inside out.  If it was a fashion 
statement, it never caught on.  He was one of those guys who just lived against the flow of society.  I’m 
convinced that if it was needed that a new John the Baptist wearing animal skins and eating locusts was 
needed, he would be the first to sign up.  He just enjoyed being counter cultural.   

The shirt thing really did have a purpose though.  It dated back to his years in leading youth ministries and 
youth camps.  As he read scripture he recognized that living faithfully was living “inside out.”  He 
recognized the danger of becoming the center of your own universe.  The center is outside of yourself, it 
is Christ.  As we turn from the inside “self” to the outside Christ, we encounter the world and all the people 
Christ died to save.  I never asked him, but I’m pretty sure he would resonate with verse three from 
Philippians 2, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves.” 

 Does it matter that there is a church at the corner of Manchester and Pond Roads?  The answer lies in 
the same line of thinking.  As long as coming in to worship is the destination of our faith, it will matter for 
a short time.  Like most other churches this one will experience a life-cycle decline and eventual closure.  
However, if the destination of our faith is to stop in worship on Sunday to prepare yourself for going 
outside, into the world, to love the people Christ died to save, then this church will matter, always. 

• Prayer focus: Lord, make it matter.  Turn me from my self-focused inside to an outward focus on 
all those You died to save. 

 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 
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