
Living Word Devotion November 12- November 17, 2018 
 

Impact:  Living A Life That Matters 

Taking It To The Streets 

Monday, November 12:  James 1 
A friend of mine once wrote this devotion: “I believe that there are two kinds of people in this world, givers and 
takers.  Givers ask questions like: How can I help? How can I make a difference? They are the first ones to show up 
and the last ones to leave.  They don’t care what is in it for them; their focus is on making it better for others. 
Takers ask questions like:  What’s in it for me? What am I going to get out of it?  Why are we doing this, because I 
don’t need it.  Why should I do it?  Let someone else handle that.  Instead of being the first ones there and the last 
to leave; they say I’m too busy, or that I have something planned for me. 
 
Think about your family, friends, and co-workers.  Can you easily identify what category each of them fit into?  
Unfortunately, our society seems to be more focused on creating takers than givers.  Our culture is driven by 
material things that are all about making us think that life is about me.  That is where the local church comes into 
play.  We must pass along the example that Jesus set for us.  Was Jesus a giver or a taker?  That answer is obvious.  
Jesus is the only one that fully defines the giver mentality.  The purpose of His existence is to give!  His life is about 
saving you! 
 
One of the pillars at Living Word is “service.”  To serve is to be a “giver.”  In James Chapter 1, the Bible says, “But 
be doers of the Word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.” So ask yourself, are you a giver or a taker?  
A hearer only, or a doer as well?  Remember, the example you set may be the only Bible many people will ever 
read.  What kind of example are you setting? 

• Prayer Focus: Lord, how can I help?  How can I make a difference? 

Tuesday, November 13:  James 2 
Again, another friend shared this devotion several years back and I would like to share it with you.  “A few weeks 
ago Pastor David asked if I would consider writing a reflection for what it means to serve the Lord.  I am not sure I 
am the right person to respond to this request; however, I do know this: God loves us and wants to work through 
us.  We live a life where I feel people do things in order to look good or maybe just to try and make up for their 
sins.  To me serving the Lord is doing for others and not expecting or getting anything in return.  We are to try and 
strive to be like Christ.  I know I am in no way near being perfect like Christ, but I do set the goal each day trying to 
serve the Lord in ways He would want me to help others if He were walking beside me.  In James 2, we are told 
faith and works fit together like a hand in a glove.  A person is not made righteous by faith alone.”   
 
Last week a Grant Proposal Form went out to each of the mission organizations Living Word partners with.  The 
annual “Christmas Miracle Offering” is going to be divided this year between our International Missions in Ghana 
and Mexico as well as some of those mission organizations who respond with a grant request.  We are asking them 
to answer this pointed question; “If you had up to $50,000 and as many as 100 volunteers how would you use it to 
transform the lives of those you serve?”  As you read that question, you can see that we are not looking for places 
to send a check, but places where Living Word can support life transformations with our resources of volunteers, 
expertise, and financial backing. 
 
I’m very excited to see how these organizations respond in partnership with Living Word.  The plans will be shared 
as we go forward so that you can begin to ask yourself “in what ways can I put my good work together with my 
faith and change the life of another?”  
 

• Prayer Focus: God, may the things I do today be evidence of the faith I have in you. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=NIV


 
Wednesday, November 14:  James 3   
One more devotion from a friend, “I'm a person that likes to be busy.  I absolutely do not like to be idle.  That 
personality trait generally will not allow me to sit idle if something needs done.  So if I am going to be busy, I look 
for ways to be busy with God's work.  I guess truthfully I serve because I must.  God put something in me that just 
makes me feel yucky if I am not helping somebody somehow.  It sounds corny as I write this, but to steal a line from 
Tom Cruise in Jerry Maguire, serving "completes me".   
 
I pray my own way in private, but I serve for the Church very publicly.  I want people to see that I am active, because 
it tends to spread, especially to others that know me and are comfortable around me.  I feel that if I can lessen 
their hesitancy by being "someone they know that is active", I can get them to jump in and do something that will 
truly make them feel better.  I like to lead by example and try to show people what can be done.  It amazes me 
how a few hours or a few days can make such an impact.  And that impact is on me, as much as anyone that I may 
be helping.” 
 

• Prayer Focus: Motivate me, Lord, to be busy for your sake. 
 
Thursday, November 15:  James 4 
We all get in a rut.  One of my ruts is to incorporate the same words in to my prayers each time I pray them.  The 
danger, of course, is that those prayers will become for me, as well as those who are listening in worship, 
meaningless due to repetition.  I sincerely mean them, but maybe I’m getting lazy rather than creative in the way I 
express myself to God.   
 
For instance, when I say the pastoral prayer in worship I will often say something like this, “Forgive us when we 
have said things and done things that are outside of your direction for our lives.  Forgive us also when we have 
failed to say things or do things that you call us to.”  Verse 17 reminds me that the second sentence of my prayer 
is proper, even when it’s not creatively noted.  Failure to do the things we ought to do is far more than simple 
oversight.  It is sin. 
 

• Prayer Focus: Forgive us also when we have failed to say things or do things that you call us to. 
 
Friday, November 16:  James 5 
You don’t have to read too much of the New Testament to realize there are two kinds of people who are in the 
crosshairs of Jesus, Paul, and the authors of the 27 books it contains.  The danger for you and me is that we 
potentially find ourselves in their ranks.  Those two are the “religious” and the “wealthy.”   
 
In the opening of this chapter, the wealthy are taken to task.  In relationship to the rest of the world, US Citizens 
are the top 90% of wealth.  Unless you are living in some abject ghetto in the inner city or in a destitute rural area, 
which Missouri has both, you are among those who are wealthy.  It matters not what you have left over at the end 
of your pay period, you have a pay period and that makes you wealthy.  The check and balance here is to ask 
yourself, “In what ways do I honor God in my financial decisions?” 
 
The close of the chapter presents an evangelistic message.  I define the “religious” of the world as those who follow 
rules that determine who is in and who is out in relation to the Kingdom of God.  Rule-keeping is of fundamental 
importance to the “religious.”  It is a gate-keeping function.  Gates keep people out.  Verse 20 puts us in the position 
of being advocates to usher people in.  The difference is important. 
 

• Prayer Focus:  Lord, give me clear focus in my life so that all that I say and do (and spend) provides 
opportunities for people to be ushered in rather than left out. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5&version=NIV


 
Saturday, November 17:  1 Peter 1 
Once in a while I find myself needing to take a moment to stop and center myself.  If I was a child in school today, 
I’d be labeled ADD.  After about 30-45 minutes I need to get up from my desk and take 5-10 minutes to walk around 
and allow my mind to wander and reboot.  Then I can sit and work again.  I’m like that all the time.  I can wish all 
day long that I was someone else with focused abilities or I can recognize who I am and work it out in my life.  I’ve 
chosen the latter; it bears much more fruit. 
 
I read this chapter as a “centering” chapter of the Bible.  It is a chapter that takes a moment to center on the One 
who is our creator, redeemer and sustainer.  It reminds us who we are and to Whom we belong.  It is that break 
we need to refresh and reboot. 
 
Tomorrow we are starting a new message series entitled, “Have a Marginal Holiday.”  That sorry sounding greeting 
is actually what I hope for you.  In this coming holiday season I hope you have margin, space, moments to walk 
away and reflect and reboot.  The sermons will offer possible ways for you to add margin to your life.  As we add 
margin, there will be so much more clarity as to the purpose and reason for our holiday season.   
 
Hopefully the “Marginal Holiday” will be a refreshing time of reminding you who you are and to Whom you belong. 
 

• Prayer Focus:  Lord, create in my life the margin to find you once again during this season that leads to the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1&version=NIV

