
Living Word Devotion (November 19-24, 2018) 
 
Have a Marginal Holiday: Margin 
 
Monday, November 19:  Luke 10:38-42 
One of the catch phrases I’ve recently heard directed at children by parents and teachers has been, “Make good 
choices.”  It’s a good admonishment.  As a parent I have always hoped my children would make good choices.  I also 
realize that many of their choices are an imitation of the choices they’ve seen me make over time.  Sometimes that 
thought alone is enough to keep me up at night.  I’ve said a time or two, “I’m going to be a far better grandfather 
than I was a father.”  Not that I was a terrible father.  It’s just that I’ve spent more time reflecting on my actions as 
I’ve grown older than I did when I was in the middle of any of those parenting moments.  Can you acknowledge that 
there was at least one of those moments as a parent that you can look back upon and say, “If I had to do it all over 
again…”? 
 
In this story there are two sisters.  Brought up by the same parents in the same town and with a brother as well.  
Though he doesn’t seem to make it in this story.  My bet is that Martha is the older one and Mary is the younger.  I’ll 
leave that discussion for another time.  In the end, Jesus tells the busy and resentful Martha that Mary has “chosen 
the better part.”  That “part” being to take time to relax in the presence of Christ and absorb all He has to share. 
 

• Consider this: Building margin in your life begins with the choices you make.  What is “the better part” for you 
this holiday season? 

 
Tuesday, November 20:  Romans 12:1-2 
Taking a step further in the Martha and Mary story from yesterday, let’s face it Marthas are going to be Marthas and 
Marys are going to be Marys.  I’m more like a Martha myself.  If I see something that needs to be done, I find it hard 
to sit and let it be.  Other people, I’m sure you’ve witnessed this, are perfectly fine with letting others do the work.  
Here’s the problem, the Mary types who let the Marthas work are the ones Jesus praises.  Perhaps you and I, if you’re 
a Martha type, need some transformation in our minds to allow us to be more open to the Mary way of life. 
 
In these two verses from Romans we are encouraged to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  “Renewal” 
may be a less apt description than a full brain transplant.  That’s what Jesus is suggesting.  Not that Marthas and 
Marys shouldn’t take time to do the dishes (and Davids and Joes as well.)  It’s just that there is a time for chores and 
there is a time for focusing on Christ.  For us to be able to get away from those daily distractions that prevent us from 
expanding our faith, we are going to have to be very intentional about making the changes necessary, starting with 
our own mindfulness. 
 

• Consider this: Your focus on Christ at Christmas is your responsibility alone.  So spend time in prayer and 
preparation during the next 34 days to allow your mind to be in the right place when you celebrate the 
presence of Christ. 

 
Wednesday, November 21: Matthew 11:28-29 
You’ve had “one of those weeks” before, haven’t you?  You know the one where the 6 things you needed to have 
done by the end of the week were interrupted by the 26 things that were important to everyone else but you.  There’s 
a term that I’ve heard in management that describes this reality; “The tyranny of the immediate.”  That’s when the 
important things on your desk get interrupted by the immediate things on someone else’s.  I have those weeks from 
time to time.  I bet you do as well. 
 
When those tasks of life are combined with other realities of life, things can become overwhelming.  Your spouse or 
child is ill.  The bills from the summer aren’t fully paid and Christmas shopping is ramping up.  The future of your 
company is unsure and the house needs a major upgrade.  Not to mention that last trip for an oil change became a 
recommendation for expensive repairs.  Into this sort of margin less life, Jesus invites you to rest a moment in His 
grace. 
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• Consider this: The faith that Christ calls you to isn’t meant to be an overwhelming list of additional tasks that 
drag you down, but a lightening of the load you’re carrying.  As you seek margin in your life, understand that 
Jesus wants the celebration of His birth to be as much a gift this year as it was 2018 years ago. 

 
Thursday, November 22:  Hebrews 12:1-3 
Are you a turkey family?  Or, are you a ham family?  I think I might have been 15 years old before I knew that people 
actually ate turkey on Thanksgiving and 20 when I learned they might eat ham.  We were a duck family.  My father 
and grandfather hunted ducks and geese and that was what we ate for Thanksgiving every year of my youth.  My 
mother and grandmothers had fantastic recipes and I really enjoyed it. 
 
As I think about those holidays with family I realize that I miss them.  I long for those days when dad and grandparents 
were living.  I long for those holidays with my extended family.  That longing can turn negative in my heart if I let it.  
I can wish for something that can’t happen again and become bitter about it.  It can also be very positive.  I can choose 
to offer Thanksgiving that I was blessed to be a part of something that brings such warm memories. 
 

• Consider this:  Building margin in this holiday season may for you involve being thankful for what you have 
rather than mournful for what can never again be. 

 
Friday, November 23:  Isaiah 58:11 
I’ve done a lot of gardening in the past.  From my childhood we grew tomatoes and cucumbers and other such 
vegetables.  Over the last 12 years at two different homes, I’ve had large gardens with produce aplenty.  However, 
each year I would head to church camp for one or two weeks away.  Though I’d ask family to water my garden, 
sometimes it may go without; especially those vacation weeks when no one was at home.  A garden without water 
is not going to grow. 
 
The people of Israel were very familiar with what it was like to have planted and not have rain.  You read plenty in 
the Bible about famine.  Agricultural practices of fertilizer and irrigation were still fledgling so people would struggle 
mightily during those seasons and the off-season that followed.  This verse would have meant so much more to them 
than it does to us because they had seen in their own lives the difference between parched land and watered gardens. 

• Consider this: When seeking margin in your life by turning to the Lord for Spiritual guidance, you’ll find that 
you are not living a dry season but one of good rains and plentiful harvest. 

Saturday, November 24:  Matthew 22:34-40 
In a recent Bible study we read these words from Matthew and noted that there aren’t any clarifying words.  We 
would have much preferred that Jesus would say, “Love your neighbor… except for the guy on the left side of the 
driveway.  He’s a jerk.” Or “Love your neighbor… unless they put one more political sign in their yard.”  We really 
would like a qualifying statement that would allow us to drop kick someone to the curb when they offend our 
sensibilities. 
 
A recent book I read suggested that we have a tendency to approach people as if we are at war with them.  Not a 
knock down drag out type of war, but that we see people as objects meant to fulfill our needs rather than persons of 
sacred worth, created out of God love.  In viewing them as objects of our fulfillment we find ourselves at odds with 
what we want or need and what they are willing to give us.  This puts us at war with them. 
 
That book and this passage would suggest that our default position would be to be at peace with them, living out the 
love God calls us to.  That love is given to us as an example by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Being at peace and not at 
war is asking how I can offer love to you and not demand it from you. 

• Consider this:  God’s love in Jesus Christ is the example for how we’re called to love our neighbor… and the 
topic of tomorrow’s sermon.  Hope to see you then.  
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