
Living Word Devotion (November 26 – December 1, 2018) 

 

Have a Marginal Holiday: Relational Margin 

Monday, November 26:  Matthew 16:24-25 
Pastor Craig Groeschel once preached a sermon series on “Relational Vampires.”  Those are the people who you spend 
time with and end up feeling like they sucked the life out of you.  As we are just past Thanksgiving, you might be able 
to name those people who sat around the dinner table and challenged your commitment to a Christian way of life.  I 
see that in my own life.  There are extended family members who I love dearly but know I’m going to have to muzzle 
myself if we’re going to get through the meal unscathed. 
 
For the rest of this week, I’m going to share some thoughts on relating to difficult people, people who suck the life out 
of your soul or the fun out of the party or some description in between.  With each of these people it’s important for 
you to consider the most important relationship you have; that of your relationship with your Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
“The reason for the season” is the reason you must use a carefully measured approach with each individual.  Just for 
fun, imagine if Jesus was a whiny teenager who took up the cross that would lead to His death.  On the road to Calvary, 
as He’s being whipped by soldiers, spat upon by detractors, and hated by Pharisees, He turns His face toward heaven 
and asks, “Do I really have to die for those guys” (spoken with the greatest of eye rolling and complaining)?  Of course, 
His Father would reply, “even for them!”  So when you look over your guest list and gift list for the holiday consider 
carrying your cross, the symbol of suffering, as you suffer through those difficult relationships this season. 
 
Tuesday, November 27:  Matthew 16:21-23 
I had the blessing of officiating at the wedding ceremony of my sister’s daughter.  I’ve always had a fondness for my 
nieces and nephews and was very much looking forward to sharing this time together.  I met with my niece and her 
husband ahead of time, as I always do, and we talked through the wedding ceremony quite a bit.  By the end of the 
first conversation it was evident to me that I was not in charge.  My dear niece had every detail planned out and wasn’t 
interested in the input of the officiant with 20 years and 150 weddings worth of experience.  Following the rehearsal, I 
was in a conversation with my sister who quipped, “I guess you’ve learned how controlling my daughter is.”  To which 
I responded, “I wonder where she got it?”  My sister was not amused.  In the end, I gladly let my niece control her own 
wedding as I knew that was where she was most comfortable and the wedding would come off the smoothest.  She let 
me say the words I needed to say to unite her with her husband and I let her direct the rest.  The details of the wedding 
gave way in my mind to the importance of walking away with the same fondness for each other that we have had all 
along. 
 
In the Scripture lesson Peter is trying to control the ministry of Jesus Christ… now that’s a control freak if there ever 
was one.  Jesus’ rebuke is quick and biting; “Get behind me Satan.”  He goes on to explain to Peter that the focus on 
earthly things is not Jesus’ focus.  Jesus is focused on divine things. 
 
As you relate to controlling people this holiday season, be clear to yourself what is fundamental and what is frivolous.  
You can’t control a controlling person, but you can stand fast on what is deeply important while giving ground to 
everything else.  Bear in mind, of course, that everything else is usually 95% of the whole. 
 
Wednesday, November 28: Galatians 2:20-21 
You’ve probably heard the phrase “ask Jesus into your heart.”  You may have even used it at some time when you were 
talking to someone about salvation.  I know it’s been a phrase I’ve used myself.  It’s a good image but it can also be 
severely limiting and possibly misguiding.  Theologically speaking, it begins with the wrong point of origin.  It would be 
more accurate to say, “Jesus invited me into His heart.”  Our salvation is achieved at the invitation of the Lord and does 
not rely upon us initiating the relationship.   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A24-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A21-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A20-21&version=NIV


It goes deeper than that.  It’s also an issue of “ownership.”  If I “invite Jesus into my heart” then I am still the owner of 
the heart.  In some way it suggests I possess the piece of Jesus that is captured in my heart.  You cannot possess Christ.  
You can only be possessed by Him.   

As you read this passage it may seem to disagree with me.  “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”  Isn’t 
that the same as inviting Jesus into my heart?  No.  It is a full surrender of the will and the way of Christ.  You become 
the vehicle through which others interact with Christ.  That vehicle is in no way under your control or working at your 
behest.  It is totally under the control of Christ. 

Now, with that in mind, as you relate to difficult people this Christmas season, consider how much you seek to control 
your response to them and how much you relinquish control to Christ.  I know that when I surrender to Christ my words 
are more measured, my attitude is more gracious, and my end goal is that they will come to know Christ more than 
they know my opinions and assumptions.  In what ways will surrendering that control to Christ change your own 
responses to difficult people?  

Thursday, November 29:  1 Peter 2:23-25 
(Note, this passage is taken out of its context.  It was originally written for those who were indentured servants and 
slaves.  It has even been used to justify slavery.  In using it today, I hope to redeem it for a better purpose, keeping with 
the spirit in which Peter wrote it but not the context for which it was written.  Honestly, it is far more useful to us today 
when taken out of context than when couched within its original context.) 
 
One of my grandmothers was a critical individual.  Nancy and I can still remember when we were planning the menu 
for our wedding reception (which we paid for on our own).  It was a 10 am wedding so the menu was for a lunch time 
meal.  My grandmother was aghast that we would select the mostacciolli as one of the entrees (a specialty of that 
restaurant).  She said that was far too heavy to be served so early in the day.  In a classic passive-aggressive response, 
we immediately decided that WAS going to be on the menu. 
 
How do you respond to critics and others who seek to impose their will, get their way, or increase their sense of self-
worth by bringing yours down?  In this passage of Scripture, Peter looks to Christ as the prime example and offers the 
first of three responses I’ll share.  That is, Jesus said nothing.  Sometimes that’s the best way to respond to a critic.  I 
get plenty of critical emails and I find it hard not to deliver a scathing rebuke.  Usually I’ve found it best to say nothing.  
Actually, I rarely say nothing.  Instead, I respond with “Thank you for your thoughts.”  I’m sincere in that.  I think 
everyone deserves to have their voice heard.  Not every thought, though, deserves to have a thorough response. 
 
Silence or simple acknowledgement; which is your best response to the critical people you’ll meet with this holiday 
season? 
 
Friday, November 30:  Proverbs 15:31-32 
On the other hand, sometimes the critic is right.  When they are, I like them even less.  I’d much rather walk around 
with the smug belief that I’m always right than to be corrected, wouldn’t you?  That’s not actually true.  I don’t want 
to continue in a bad behavior, repeat a misquote, or live with a wrong assumption.  I just don’t enjoy the feeling when 
someone points out to me that I’m wrong.  Too often it makes me feel like I’ve lost something when, in fact, I have a 
net gain.  That’s what I have to remind myself. 
 
In the New International Version of the Bible, verse 31 of this passage suggests that we have more than won when we 
are corrected, we have gained life.  “Whoever heeds life-giving correction…” is the wording and it should give us pause 
to consider that the critic who offers correction is offering life.  I suppose our reception of it depends on the person 
and the spirit in which it’s offered.  At least the feeling we get depends on who offers it and their attitude.   
   

In the end, the critic, no matter who they are or the way in which they offer critique, may be doing you a favor.  I’ll save 
the details for another time, but there is a passage of Scripture I also refer to when I make this point.  The upshot of it 
is that sometimes the dissenting voice IS the voice of God.  And it is God who gives life.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A23-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+15%3A31-32&version=NIV


As difficult as it may be this season, consider the possibility that the critic is a gift from God. 

Saturday, December 1:  John 2:3-6 
One of the tactics I hear in political campaigns befuddles me.  A candidate’s commercial will say something like, “My 
opponent has attacked me for doing ‘X’ but he is guilty of doing ‘Y’.”  The candidate has not denied doing ‘X’ but deflects 
the issue by pointing to what they consider to be a more egregious error on the part of the opponent.  A similar form 
of the same thing is when a candidate is found guilty of an error in judgment and their party points to the same error 
on the part of someone from across the aisle.  Again, as if to say, if they can get away with it, why can’t I? 
 
It’s this type of behavior, when played out in personal relationships, that bring forth the charge of “hypocrisy.”  When 
that hypocrisy is evident in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ, it gives Christ a black eye.  Hypocrisy is an 
embarrassment to the faith and to the Giver of our faith.  John felt so strong about this as to challenge anyone who 
claims Christ as Savior but doesn’t live the life of Christ.  John says you’re a liar if you don’t live like Christ in your life.  
That’s a strong word and my mother would be mad at me if I called someone a liar.  John doesn’t hold back, though.   
When you consider your interactions this season, consider your faith.  Consider your savior.  Consider that each person 
you encounter is afforded the same opportunity to be saved by the grace offered in Jesus Christ.  Just the same as you!  
Is your difference with this person worth casting you in the light of a hypocrite or liar?  As you consider that question, 
go back and read verses 9-10 and live in the Light of Christ.   
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