
Living Word Devotion (December 17-22, 2018) 

Envision Christmas:  Joy 

Monday, December 17:  Matthew 1:1-17 
As we approach the day of the celebration of Christ’s birth, I want to take you through the first couple of chapters of 
Matthew and Luke.  These are the two books that give us the birth stories.  It’s important to note that they don’t 
begin with the stable and manger.  Each has some pre-history, or background story, they feel important to share first.  
This week, let’s look at the opening of these two books and seek understanding for today. 
 
I don’t know if it’s an age thing or what, but at some point about 10 years ago I became interested in my family 
genealogy.  I’m fortunate in that others have undertaken that in the past, so I can trace my ancestry back 26 
generations to the 1200’s in England.  It gets a little fuzzy at that point but there is no argument that I am a descendent 
of a man who was knighted on the battlefield by William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings in 1066.  I know 
your previous pastor traced his heritage to Scotland and had done the work to discern that as well. 
 
None of this has any direct bearing on who I am today.  It doesn’t come with a check from the British crown.  It’s just 
interesting to learn.  This is not the case, though, for Jesus.  His heritage matters a great deal.  Matthew begins his 
story of Jesus by tying His genealogy directly to Abraham.  Abraham and Sarah, in Genesis 12, are considered the 
fore-bearers of the faith of the Hebrews.  From there the lineage is traced through King David, the first great King of 
Israel (we can discuss King Saul at another time) and “the apple of God’s eye” as he is referred to in Scripture. 
 
Why is this important?  It outlines intentionality on God’s part.  God developed a relationship with each of these 
people.  While they weren’t always faithful to the Lord, the Lord was always faithful to them.  So faithful as to arrive 
Himself in the flesh of one of their own. 
 

Tuesday, December 18:  Luke 1:1-25 
Jeff is my cousin.  We’ve been friends for as long as I can remember.  We’ve been close at times and distant at others.  
However, it’s safe to say we hold a mutual love and respect for one another.  He’s actually not my cousin, he’s the 
son of my dad’s cousin.  Well, not really his cousin either.  He’s my dad’s first cousin, once removed.  Which makes 
Jeff my second cousin.  Wow, this is confusing. 
 
More importantly though, Jeff and I are within 6 months in age.  We grew up together.  Jeff even lived at our house 
for a while when things weren’t going so well at his own home.  We may be second cousins, but we are as close, and 
have shared as much in life, as I am to my own brothers. 
 
Luke’s Gospel starts off in a much different manner.  Luke doesn’t begin with Jesus; he begins with John the Baptist.  
Luke was aware of a Scripture passage from the Old Testament that spoke of a “voice crying out in the wilderness” 
who would herald the coming of Christ.  John was also related to Christ as His cousin.  Technically His second cousin 
if I’m reading this right. 
 
Years later, John the Baptist will be imprisoned by King Herod and eventually beheaded.  Before his death, he will 
send word to Jesus asking, “Are you the One?”  You might wonder why he wasn’t clear on that beforehand?  Didn’t 
they grow up together?  Didn’t they see each other on holidays?  My guess is that when John was facing his own 
death he wanted to find confidence that he was following the right person.  He needed confidence, even though he 
probably already had it figured out. 
 
When your confidence is shaken by things in life, do you lean into Jesus and ask Him to confirm that you’ve put your 
faith in the right God?  You and I have the benefit of knowing the rest of the story.  We can read about Jesus’ life, His 
death, and His Resurrection to new life.  We can have the confidence we need. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A1-25&version=NIV


Wednesday, December 19:  Luke 1:26-38 
Whenever people think of the Mother of Jesus, this is a story that comes to mind.  Mary, a young teen girl.  Close to 
marrying age in that day, but not yet married.  This beautiful young maiden is approached by the Angel of the Lord 
and told a future she did not have in mind.  She would conceive and it would not be her future husband’s child (don’t 
worry, we’ll take care of that detail tomorrow).  The scandal would be harsh and widely rumored. 
 
Mary would also be aware of the stories of a Savior.  She may have known that there was a passage in their Scriptures 
that predicted that a virgin would conceive and bear a son.  Perhaps this feeds into her willingness.  Whatever caused 
her to say “yes” can only be speculation.  Let’s face it, an Angel of the Lord showing up to your house might be all 
you need to either do the will of God or enter into some much needed rehab (which could also be the will of God).  
But God has asked her to sacrifice her body for the sake of God’s plan for His people.  Saying “yes” may mean her 
body is stoned to death for the sin of adultery (in this case, sex outside of marriage).  It may also mean that she will 
survive to give birth to the Savior.  That’s a fairly difficult choice to make. 
 
It’s even more difficult when you consider that Mary could just as easily said “NO!”  The conclusion of this story is 
there to indicated a willing faithfulness.  She was told what was going to happen, but she was given the option to 
decline.  At least that’s the way I read it.  It wasn’t presented as “do this or else.”  It was presented as a vision of how 
Mary could be a part of God’s plan for the world’s salvation.  Therefore, Mary stands for us today as the first believer 
in the Christ and also as an example of what faithfulness looks like in a world filled with alternative choices. 
 

Thursday, December 20:  Matthew 1:18-25 
I confess to not having a good handle on God’s timing.  I remember when the calendar changed from 1999 to 2000 
and many believed the end of the world would happen because the calendar said so.  While I disagreed with steps 
one had to take to believe in the Y2K rapture, I agreed that the timing would have been good.  The world, as with 
today, was a mess.  Every possible evil that humanity has ever perpetuated on humanity was part of the modern day 
reality.  Same could be said for today, 18 years later. 
 
God’s timing is rarely ours… OK, never ours.  We pray and things don’t happen on our schedule and we’re left to 
wonder.  If I was in charge of God Management I’d at least implement a reply system to prayers, explaining the delay.  
God has yet to check in with me for advice on such things, so I guess I’ll just have to be patient. 

Since we’re talking about timing, I’m a little confused by the timing of this story with the one from yesterday.  Not 
that God asks me His thoughts before He makes His next move, but in a bold stroke of hindsight management let me 
offer an alternative pathway.  Instead of impregnating Mary and letting Joseph find out and fume over the whole 
thing, how about we send the Angel immediately into Joseph’s dream so his response is not born out of ignorance to 
the plan. 

As I try to analyze it, which is also a bold move but one I get paid for, I recognize that Joseph was given the opportunity 
to be a good and righteous man BEFORE he’s invited into the inner secret behind it all.  When he proves His worth 
(see verse 19) and then the Angel is sent. 

While I’m impatient, I have to confess that when I look at Scripture and my own life experience, God’s timing is always 
so much better than my own. 

Friday, December 21:  Luke 1:39-45 
This is another one of the birth stories (or prenatal if you prefer) that is endearing.  Two pregnant women celebrating 
the child within each.  Elizabeth, who is too old to be expecting, yet she is.  Mary who is not yet married and shouldn’t 
be expecting, yet she is.  While Elizabeth is excited about her future as a mother, Mary is no doubt concerned about 
hers (which is probably why she left town to visit her cousin).  However, when they get together they aren’t thinking 
about the situations surrounding their pregnant lives, they are focused on the joy of being together. 
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They aren’t the only ones in this little party.  There are two, womb-bound sons present as well.  The eldest of which 
is excited to be in the presence of his cousin and Savior.  We could spend a long time thinking about the theology 
here.  We could get deeper into the culture of the day and implications of each pregnancy.  We could spend a lot of 
time picking about the past prophets and what they had to say about these unborn two.  We could also spend more 
time than I already have to talk about their future interactions.  But that would seem an intrusion into the beauty of 
the moment. 
 
This holiday, just being together may be as important as the details that bring you together.  Just spending time in 
the presence of family, whether close or distant in relationship, may be exactly what you need to do.  Celebrate being 
with one another this season. 
 

Saturday, December 22:  Luke 1:46-56 
As these two mothers gather for their small party, their celebration turns to song.  Elizabeth shares the joy she has 
being with her younger cousin.  Mary has arrived into a safe place with her cousin Elizabeth.  She has all this pent up 
energy around her joy of carrying the Son of God but has been unable to share it for fear of ridicule or even death. 
 
Mary breaks into song.  The content of this song is both prophetic and convicting.  She prophecies about the meaning 
of this birth.  Her son, God’s Son, will be the Savior the world has needed and God has promised.  There’s nothing 
about a conquering King or a warrior.  There’s the One who will feed the hungry and favor the poor.   
 
That’s the Savior we get in the babe born in Bethlehem.  The One Mary prophesies about is our Christ.  As we live 
into this story we are invited to figuratively do what Mary did in real life.  We are invited to birth Christ into the lives 
of others.  This holiday, who will you share Christ with?  Who are you bringing to Christmas Eve services?  With whom 
will you celebrate the Christmas story? 
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