
Living Word Devotion (December 24-29, 2018) 

 

Envision Christmas: Love 

Monday, December 24:  Luke 2:1-7 
Tonight’s the night.  Tomorrow’s the day.  The celebration of the birth of Christ commences.  There will be parties 
and worship services.  There will be meals shared and gifts exchanged.  This great Holy Day will bring to us holiday 
festivities.  I pray it will be all you are looking forward to. 
 
We have to admit that there is a mix between the faith side of Christmas and the secular influence.  Often I will 
challenge that combination and bring warning about commercialism and the self-centered approach to gift 
getting.  However, it’s also fair to point out that God Himself inter-mixes the secular with the sacred.  I don’t 
believe that God put Augustus into the position of Caesar, but God clearly uses the secular ruler of the known 
world to do His bidding.   
 
The Lord needed Joseph to take Mary to Bethlehem.  It was foretold by prophets that the Messiah would come 
from “O Little Town…”.  So, God uses the ego of an emperor to count all the people to show how big and important 
an emperor he is.  In the census taking, Joseph goes home and takes his expecting Mary with him.  The secular 
and sacred mix together for the purposes of Christ. 
 
As you engage in those secular/sacred moments tonight and tomorrow, don’t miss the opportunity to look for the 
ways God is using those to bring Christ into your world. 
 
Merry Christmas Eve. 
 
Tuesday, December 25:  Luke 2:8-20 
How many Christmas pageants, hymns and nativity scenes have spawned from this passage of Scripture?  Did you 
play a little lamb as a child?  Were you the young child in church to portray Mary or Joseph?  I had the chance 
many years in a row to portray a “wise man” in a live nativity scene in Jackson, MO.  There was some question 
about who was wiser, myself or the camel I was tending, but it’s a privilege to be able to enter into a “historic” 
recreation of the nativity of our Lord. 
 
Today you will celebrate family traditions.  It’s Christmas, I hope you enjoy family and friends.  Don’t forget to 
bring to the conversation the Glory of God made known in the Christ child.  In verse 20, the shepherds return to 
their own homes to celebrate what the Lord had shown them.  They gathered with family and neighbors and told 
them the impact on their own hearts and lives from what they had witnessed.  Do the same.  Don’t be shy.  God 
has entered into your world and your life in the Christ child. Bring the child into the lives of those you gather with. 
 
Wednesday, December 26:  Luke 2:21-38 
There have been a few people in my life who I really like to be around.  Don’t read anything negative to that 
statement.  I simply mean that there are some people in whose presence I feel at home.  My wife and children are 
included in that to be sure.  There’s also some friends and church members that I seek out.  Again, don’t read 
anything into that.  I’m simply saying that there are those people who have a way about them that puts me at 
ease, makes me comfortable and evokes peace.  
 
There are others that I feel motivated when I’m around them.  I look at all they’ve done in their life, whether in 
their job or in ministry and I get excited to get out and do the things I’m called to do.  Perhaps you can name 
people in these two categories for yourself?  Think positively.  Who are those people whose presence transforms 
your life in the moment? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-7+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-38&version=NIV


 

Simeon and Anna both experienced transformed lives in the presence of Christ.  The shepherds and the wise men 
tend to get all the Christmas decoration notoriety, but these two are the ones who saw Christ a week later and 
knew God was moving mightily in the world.  In both cases, the presence of this baby brought them to proclaim 
the wonder of what they felt. 

How does Christ move you?  In what ways have you been transformed?  And how boldly will you share that with 
others? 

Thursday, December 27:  Matthew 2:1-12 
What do you give the person who has everything?  Did you go through that question in your mind over the last 
month?  What present do you bring to someone who really needs nothing?  I recently read a devotion that I will 
share with you here that relates to these questions.  What gift can you possibly offer to the Son of God? “God is 
not served by human hands as though He needed anything (Acts 17:25). The gifts of the magi are not given by way 
of assistance or need-meeting. It would dishonor a monarch if foreign visitors came with royal care-packages.  Nor 
are these gifts meant to be bribes. Deuteronomy 10:17 says that God takes no bribe. Well, what then do they 
mean? How are they an act of worship? 
 
The gifts are intensifiers of desire for Christ Himself in much the same way that fasting is. When you give a gift to 
Christ like this, it’s a way of saying, “The joy that I pursue (verse 10) is not the hope of getting rich with things from 
You. I have not come to You for Your things, but for Yourself. And this desire I now intensify and demonstrate by 
giving up things, in the hope of enjoying You more, not things. By giving to You what You do not need, and what I 
might enjoy, I am saying more earnestly and more authentically, ‘You are my treasure, not these things.’”  (John 
Piper) 
 
Allow the gifts you bring to not be offers of bribes or assistance to Christ but intensifiers of your faith. 
 

Friday, December 28:  Matthew 2:13-23 
When did you go back to work?  Did you have the whole week off or did you have to return?  And when you got 
there, did everyone know that you just celebrated the birth of your Savior?  Did the work flow seem more 
peaceful?  Were your co-workers more grace-filled?  Was it more evident that the Lord of Lord, King of Kings, 
Prince of Peace and Savior of the world had come again into the lives of all His Children?  Probably not, but don’t 
fret.  Not everyone celebrated the birth of the Savior. 
 
In Matthew and Luke, we know that there were wise men and shepherds who had visited.  We don’t know how 
many others had gotten the message as well.  However, you can be sure that the owner of the stable would be 
around to collect rent or ask Joseph to work for the lodging, no matter the humble estate.  You can bet that food 
had to be prepared and dishes washed.  Just because the Savior had come, life’s busyness had not come to an 
end. 
 
Worse yet, some people got the message and reacted quite poorly.  Herod the King did not have worship on his 
mind when he learned that someone would supplant him as the top dog in the pack.  Instead he made a murderous 
plot that caused Joseph, Mary and the baby to escape to Egypt to avoid the horror.  Not everyone escaped though, 
and the result was tragic. 
 
Not everyone is going to experience the holiday season with the same joy as you.  Christ came for them.  Especially 
for them.  How can you share Christ in a way that brings redemption into their lives? 
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Saturday, December 29:  Matthew 2:19-23 
After a time in Egypt, and we don’t know exactly how long, the Holy Family headed back to Israel.  Based upon 
what this Scripture says, Joseph must have intended to return to Bethlehem, his native home, to find work and 
be around his family.  When he learned that Herod’s son Archaelus had ascended the throne, Joseph thought 
better of his plan.  Bethlehem was only a few miles from Jerusalem, the capitol.  It made no sense to move back 
to be within arm’s length of such a dangerous family.  Nazareth became the new destination.  I’m sure Mary was 
pleased.  She would be going home to her mother, father, family and a familiar community.  She may also have 
been nervous to go on that journey.  The people back home would remember the circumstances surrounding her 
pregnancy.  How would she be treated?  How would they treat her son?  Going on a journey like this brings hope 
and fear, comfort and warning. 
 
On Tuesday, January 1, we will start a new year, but also a new journey.  It will be a Journey Through the New 
Testament.  We won’t go anywhere physically, but spiritually it will mean a change of scenery for us all.  Each day, 
Monday through Friday, you will read a chapter of the New Testament.  You’ll also have a devotion I’ve written to 
go with it.  We will have Journey Groups for you to join to discuss what you’ve read and we’ve had a curriculum 
custom written to match it.  Finally, the sermons will cover part of your reading from the past week. 
 
It will be a journey that, if you go the whole way, could change the way you look at life.  That’s a scary thought.  I 
hope it’s also a comforting thought.  God has provided His Word, our Bible, to offer you a roadmap for the journey 
of life.  Applying what you read to your life’s journey will take you where you long to go.  Join me on the Journey, 
won’t you?   
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Dave 
 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 
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