
Living Word Devotion (December 10-15, 2018) 

Envision Christmas: Peace 

Monday: December 10:  Luke 1:76-79 
You’ve probably heard this one before (and I know you have if you were at church on July 15 of this year) but 
when Horatio Spafford wrote the words to the song, “It is well with my soul”, all was not well in his life.  He was 
aboard a ship crossing the Atlantic, on his way to be with his wife.  She was the lone family survivor of a shipwreck 
that had taken the lives of his daughters.  They were headed back to England after Spafford had gone bankrupt 
in America.  All was not well. 
 
Yet in his grief, as he passed the area where the ship had gone down, Spafford summoned great faith and wrote 
the words to one of the most moving hymns of all time.  “When peace like a river, attendeth my way, when 
sorrows like sea billows roll.  Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say it is well, it is well, with my soul.”  
There is a man of great faith.  However, he doesn’t claim to be one.  He only admits that in the midst of this 
moment of great grief, God “hast taught me to say it is well.”  It’s an important note.  It’s not that Spafford was 
some great saint or that he was without deep pain in his heart over what had happened.  It was that he 
understood that even in the middle of the great storms of life, God is present in a real and certain way.  That His 
presence would make it possible for Spafford to go through the storm and come out the other side whole.  Whole 
in body, mind and spirit.   
 
As preacher Adam Hamilton notes, the Resurrection provides us with the promise that even the worst thing is 
not the last thing for one who has trust in Christ.  Hold on to that thought whenever you find yourself losing it 
due to grief or stress or trials of life.  The worst is not the last.  For Christ has the last word over your soul.  Trust 
it to Him. 
 
Peace. 
 
Tuesday, December 11:  James 4:1-10 
If you haven’t read that Scripture passage yet, go back and read it.  If you have, read it again.  I’ll wait…………. 
 
Are you back?  Now, read it one more time but this time read it with the worst possible thoughts about a 
commercialized, profit-centered, self-centered christmas season.  (I know Christmas isn’t capitalized there.  I did 
that so you will get the point.  Read that passage thinking about a secularized holiday.  Don’t think about the 
Christmas Holy Day). 
 
Many of the great theologians in history were not fans of the book of James.  Martin Luther, the great reformer.  
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism.  Both were detractors of this biblical letter.  They felt it was without 
theological substance.  I humbly disagree.  This book is about practical theology.  Have you ever read a passage 
that comments so thoroughly on the reality of the Americanized Christmas than the one you just read?   
 
As you consider how personally biting this passage is, recognize that it is addressed to you.  It is not addressed to 
“that other guy in line.”  It is not addressed to the woman who cut you off.  It is not addressed to the customer 
service employee that can’t seem to serve you as a customer.  It is addressed to you.  If you desire to have the 
promise of Christmas Peace, you have to take this passage personally by taking the advice to “draw near to God 
and God will draw near to you.” 
 
Peace. 
 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A76-79&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A1-10&version=NIV


Wednesday, December 12:  Colossians 3:12-17 
There was a book I was required to read for a continuing education class I took recently.  It was one of those 
books that taught a technical theological point by telling a story.  The book never got around to the nuts and 
bolts part of theology, it simply told a story.  It was a “book-length” parable.  I kept waiting for the bulleted list 
at the end of each chapter.  I wanted the “questions for reflection” to give me a chance to “do theology” like I 
was trained.  In the end I was greatly frustrated and highly moved by the point so well made.  At risk of doing 
exactly what the book avoided, let me share what I got from it. 
 
The book was all about broken relationships.  Mostly related to parent/child relationships, but not exclusively.  It 
only used that relationship to explore others.  In the book, the leaders of a counseling group helped the parents 
see that they were “at war” with their children.  As long as they allowed their children’s behavior to trigger 
responses they didn’t like, there would be no peace.  These responses were learned from their own childhood 
and into their adult life.  They were responses to behavior, appearance, how that child made the parent look in 
public, etc.  All of these perceptions of what “should be” were making it impossible to see the possibility of what 
“could be.”  As long as “should be” was demanded, the parent was at war with the child. 
 
The author’s contention is that you cannot reach what “could be” as long as you are at war.  By realizing that, 
“could be” could be better when you commit your life to God’s greater future (the authors didn’t use faith as 
part of their book, but it was easy to read it into the book).  You find yourself at peace with the child, even when 
their behavior isn’t what it “should be.”  This peace makes it possible to renew a relationship and find a common 
future together. 
 
Peace. 
 

Thursday, December 13:  Mark 8:31-38 
In order to have peace, there must be a surrender.  There must be a decision to no longer use violence or force 
against the opposition.  A little while ago, I watched two deer in my back-yard fight.  One was a larger buck than 
the other.  They went at it for a short while before the smaller one retreated; surrendering to the greater size 
and power of the other.  For the moment, there was peace.   
 
If you were to credit the smaller deer with human thoughts, do you suppose that the young buck was thinking, 
“I lost, now there’s peace in the forest once again”?  Or instead, was that young buck thinking about growing 
stronger until he would win that fight?  In our human minds, there really wasn’t any peace at all, it was just a 
cessation of violence for a time.   In a human mindset on war today, we have “peace through superior firepower.”  
Which really is no peace at all. 
 
In this Bible passage, Christ calls upon us to enter into peace with God through complete and total surrender.  
More than that, He calls us to become like Christ to the rest of the world, taking up our cross and dying to 
ourselves so others might live.  The Godly twist is that Christ wins peace by completely surrendering to the well-
being of others.  The Superior One in the divine/human battle lays down His life to bring peace to our warring.  
It’s so completely counter to what our human minds can conceive.  Peace is won by losing your life.  So counter 
that it must be of God. 
 
Peace. 
 
Friday, December 14:  John 14:25-29 
In my sermon this past Sunday I defined “Peace” as a sense of “completeness” in God.  It is that overwhelming 
feeling that, even in the midst of a world gone wrong, one can sing that old hymn with confidence saying “it is 
well with my soul.”  In Hebrew, the word is “Shalom.”  When it is said to another it means that you are wishing 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A31-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A25-29&version=NIV


them health, prosperity, wholeness, well-being.  In Greek, it is “Eirene.”  That is a word that refers to the idea 
that all essential parts are in their right place; things are put back together and they are complete.   
 
Consider that Jesus probably said these words to His disciples in Hebrew or in Aramaic (very close Hebrew).  The 
word is written by John in Greek.  John would have chosen a word that would be as close to the word Jesus 
actually spoke.  As you read those definitions above you can see how close they come.   
 
Now consider that God has no limit on language.  As we pray, God hears us no matter which of the 6500 languages 
spoken today we choose to speak.  God understood prayers in the languages of all the people who spoke 
thousands of years ago and their language is now dead.  As you read the King James Version of the Bible from 
the 1500’s, and the most modern language Bible of today, it doesn’t matter which you use, God is portrayed 
within it (though not limited by it).  
 
What I’m trying to say is, no matter which language “Peace” is spoken, it is spoken into your life through Jesus 
Christ.  It is the universal understanding that in Christ, we are all set right with God.   
 
Peace. 
 

Saturday, December 15:  Mark 4:35-41 
The story of Jesus calming the storm shows up in each one of the Gospels.  This story was so important to the 
early followers that they told it over and over again.  Therefore, it was one that got written down and included 
for all who would later read it.  
 
The story captured the imagination of the famous artist Rembrandt.  In his painting you can see some of the 
disciples tending the sails, some are imploring Jesus to save them, and one even has his head over the side of the 
boat doing what people do when the waves have rolled for too long.  It is a scene of despair. 
 
There is a curious addition to the artwork that is worth noting.  When we speak of Jesus and His disciples we 
traditionally refer to the 12.  However, when you count the number of heads in the boat, there are 13 plus Jesus.  
Rembrandt would later tell that he placed himself within the boat because he knew he too needed saving from 
the storms of life. 
 
One Christian song-writer puts it this way, “Sometimes He calms the storm.  Sometimes He calms the storm in 
me.”  When Christ calls out “Peace” and the storm stands still, He is demonstrating His power over nature.  And 
if He can bring peace to nature, can’t He bring peace to your life as well?   
 
Peace. 
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