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Introduction 

Titus is the third of the “Pastoral Letters” dealing with qualities of those in 
leadership, sound doctrine and behavior of households and the church. Titus was 
one of Paul’s assistants and was sent to appoint leadership to the church in Crete. 
Many of the same themes are found in each of the Pastoral Letters which serve to 
guide and instruct the church both then and now. 

One of the ongoing criticisms of the church is that of hypocrisy. We have 
probably all heard a remark from someone renouncing church because “they are 
nothing but a bunch of hypocrites.” Titus 3 reminds us of the importance of 
consistent, godly behavior and doing what is good which is “profitable for 
everyone.” Actions do speak louder than words. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, we confess that we do not always do what is good. We judge others, we 
gossip and say unkind words; we get caught up in arguments and useless 
controversies. Send your Spirit to renew and strengthen us to be a witness of your 
love and mercy. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

 
“Standing Firm on God’s Grace” 

 
Bible Study Titus 3:1-2 (CEV) 
What? 

1. What behaviors are listed in verses 1-2? 
2. What is important about Christians obeying the law and acknowledging the 

authority of government? 
3. What is challenging about this, given the current political environment?  
4. How does acknowledging the authority of government provide a positive 

witness? Note verse 2: Slander no one! 
 
 
 
 



Before and after… 
1. Read verses 3-6. What was natural human behavior like before “the kindness 

and love of the Savior’s mercy saved us?” (V.3-5) 
2. What changes when one is justified by grace and renewed by the Holy 

Spirit?  (V.7-8) 
3. How does “doing what is good” provide a positive witness to our faith? 
4. Read verses 9-11. What instruction does Paul give regarding arguments and 

“foolish controversies?” (The context of this instruction is over false 
doctrine and futile arguments about the Jewish law.) 

5. What are some examples of arguments over doctrine in current times? 
 
So What? 

1. So what is the difference between “doing good” thinking we are winning 
God’s favor and “doing good” as a result of the Holy Spirit and being “heirs 
of eternal life?” 

2. How do we get caught up in doing good for the wrong reasons? 
3. In what situation or setting is it hardest for you “to do whatever is good?” 
4. In what situation or setting is it hardest for the church and leadership “to do  

          whatever is good?” 
 
Now What? 

1. As we have considered these instructions, where can you be more intentional 
and aware of behaving in a Christ like manner, “devoting yourself to doing 
what is good?” At work? In the family? At church? In community 
organizations? As a voter? Etc. 

 
Closing 
 

“And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
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