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Introduction 

In Paul’s letters to Timothy, he refers to him as his “true son in the faith.” (1 
Tim 1:2) Timothy was Paul’s loyal and younger traveling companion and co-
worker in ministry. Paul offered instruction and wisdom regarding congregational 
matters including behaviors and expectations for leaders. A major concern was that 
of protecting the church from heresy, (false teachers) which Paul addresses as well. 

Paul offers Timothy “trustworthy” sayings, instructions for worship, advice 
on handling certain groups in the church and behavior that is necessary for those in 
leadership in the church. The worship practices of Christians in ancient society are 
sometimes difficult to interpret for current times, but the qualities and morals of a 
Christlike life that Paul describes are timeless.  
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, we give you thanks for pastors and church leaders who faithfully serve. 
Encourage their hearts and strengthen them to be an example in life and love. Give 
them courage in difficult circumstances and bless those whom they lead that 
together they can accomplish what you desire. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

“Faith and a Good Conscience” 
 
Bible Study 1 Timothy 3:1-13 (CEB) 
What? 
 

1. What qualities or characteristics should church leaders possess? 
2. What makes these qualities so important when it comes to church 

leadership?  
3. What damage is done when pastors or church leaders violate ethical or moral 

standards? 
 

Read 1 Tim 4:7-15 
1. What directives does Paul give to Timothy for his spiritual development and 

growth as a leader/pastor? 



2. What does it mean to be “godly?” 
3. Should church leaders and Christians in general be godly as well? Why or 

why not? 
4. What about the other qualities listed? Do they apply to Christians in general? 

Why or why not? 
5. In verse 14, Paul tells Timothy to “not neglect your gift.” What is your 

understanding of this verse? 
6. Does this apply to all believers or just leaders/pastors? Discuss. 

 
So What? 

1. Do you think pastors and church leaders are held to a higher standard? Why 
or why not? 

2. Should they be? Why or why not? 
3. How does one “train” to be godly? 
4. Paul tells Timothy to “watch (his) life and doctrine closely.” Does this apply 

to all believers or just leaders/pastors? 
 
Now What? 

1. Paul instructed Timothy on godliness, using his gifts and watching his life 
and doctrine. What can you take away from Paul’s instruction that will help 
you in your spiritual development? 

2. What can you learn from Paul’s instruction that will help you as a church 
leader? 

 
Closing 
“Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may 

see your progress.” 1 Timothy 4:15 
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