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Welcome 
As we move into the book of Hebrews, we encounter a different style and 

theme than in Paul’s letters to the churches. Biblical scholars agree that the “Letter 
to the Hebrews” is not a letter and it is not written by Paul. It is more like a sermon 
written to encourage Jewish Christians who were being persecuted and tempted to 
return to Judaism. Hebrews highlights Christ as the ultimate representation of God 
and the fulfillment of God’s covenant. (New Interpreter’s Study Bible, p. 2051) 

Most Christians know and understand the New Testament better than the 
Old Testament. We may know the major characters and the big stories of the Old 
Testament—creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the ark, Jonah and the big fish, 
Abraham and Isaac, Moses, Etc. But how the two testaments enlighten each other 
is not as clear. The book of Hebrews uses Old Testament imagery and history to 
explain the role of Jesus. The Jewish Christians would have understood the 
comparisons very well. We will note some of the Old Testament background 
information as we study today’s scripture. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, your faithfulness to all generations has been made know to us. We give 
thanks for the ways in which you have revealed yourself; especially for making 
yourself known in Christ who is above all. Amen. 

 
“A Perfect Priest” 

 
Bible Study Hebrews 2:1-4 (CEB) 
What? 

1. What do we need to pay attention to so that we “do not drift away” in our 
faith? 

2. What does it mean to “ignore such a great salvation?” 
 
Lesson Notes: It has been said that, “Jesus explains the Old Testament and the Old 
Testament explains Jesus.”  
Study the passage below which looks at Jesus through the lens of the Old 
Testament. 



Hebrews 4:14-16 
1. What image is used to describe Jesus in verse 14? 

Lesson Notes: In OT history the high priest would enter the Holy of Holies in the 
temple once a year and offer an animal sacrifice to God to “atone” or take away the 
sins of the people. 

2. How was a High Priest chosen? (v.5:1) 
3. What did Jesus do to “atone” or take way our sin? (Refer to Romans 3:25-

26) 
4. What benefit do we have since Jesus lived life in the flesh? (v. 15) 
5. Because of Jesus, how can we now approach God? (v. 16) (In the Old 

Testament only the High Priest could approach God.) 
6. How would the “priesthood” of Jesus have helped the Jewish Christians 

understand the role of Christ? 
 
So What? 

1. In looking at this passage on the priesthood of Jesus, how does the Old 
Testament explain Jesus? 

2. How does our New Testament understanding of Jesus show that the 
sacrificial system of the Old Testament is no longer needed? 

3. How do these concepts help us see that we have “such a great salvation?” 
 
Now What? 

1. What things do you need to pay attention to “so that you do not drift away?” 
2. Let us “approach the throne with confidence!” (v. 4:16) 

 
Closing 

 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever 

believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16 
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