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Introduction 

The chapters from Hebrews this week explain the new covenant; the new 
promise that has come through Jesus. The old covenant of the law has been set 
aside for a “better covenant” (7:22) that saves through the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ. Christ’s sacrifice of his own blood is a one-time sacrifice for all. The 
Jewish Christians would have understood the sacrificial system of Judaism. The 
writing is meant to show the better way, the eternal way that comes through faith 
in Christ. 

In the Old Testament, the priest approached God on behalf of the people and 
offered a sacrifice to symbolically take away their sin. It is rich imagery then to see 
that Jesus sacrificed himself on the cross to take away our sin as we believe 
through faith. The sacrament of Holy Communion reflects the new covenant; the 
sacrifice of Christ brought again to us each time we participate making Christ’s 
forgiving grace available. “This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:28) The old and new 
covenants reveal God’s loving intention to reach his people though all generations 
for all time and eternity. Christ is the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O Christ, you are the Holy One, the one who brought a new and living way of 
salvation. Draw us near that we may live in your promise and serve you with joy. 
Amen. 
 

“A Perfect Sacrifice” 
Hebrews 7:18-28 (CEB) 
What? 

1. What do these verses point out regarding the former law and Jesus? 
2. What makes Jesus superior to the old way of the law? (V.24-27) 
3. What is new about the “new” covenant? (v. 24, 25, 27) 

 
 
 



Read Hebrews 9:11-14 
1. What is the primary difference between the ceremonial animal sacrifices of 

the former law and the blood sacrifice of Christ? (Refer to 9:9, 10 and 9:14) 
2. Read Hebrews 10:19-25. What is the result of Jesus being our “high priest?” 

(v. 20) 
3. What can we do to “spur one another on in love and good deeds?” 
4. What happens to our faith development when we do not have the 

encouragement of other believers? 
 
Read Hebrews 11:1 

1. What is the definition of faith? 
2. What is the essential element noted in 11:6 and for all the faithful listed in 

the hall of fame in chapter 11? 
 
So What? 

1. So why do you think the Jews did not readily accept Jesus (a Jew) whose 
prophecy and covenant image flow from the Old Testament history and 
covenant? 

2. Why is it important for Christian believers to understand the Old Testament 
covenant and God’s earlier revelation to Israel? 

3. What makes Jesus a “better hope” (7: 18) and a “better covenant” (7:22) 
than the law? (Also consider 10:10) 

 
Now What? 

1. What have you learned about faith in Christ? 
2. What encourages your faith?  
3. When has your faith been tested? 
4. How does our faith in Jesus connect us to those in the Old Testament who 

did not know Jesus and the cross? (Refer to 11:40) 
 
Closing                                        Nothing but the Blood   

“What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Nothing can for sin atone. Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Naught of good that I have done: Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

This is all my hope and peace: Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
This is all my righteousness: nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

United Methodist Hymnal p. 362 
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