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Welcome 

These verses from James pack a punch; dealing with trials, temptation, faith 
and action, wisdom, anger and taming the tongue, just to name a few! Faithful holy 
living as the children of God is a calling that will take God’s grace and our life 
time of commitment to fulfill.  

“Practice what you preach.” “Actions speak louder than words.” “Talk is 
cheap.” “Walk the talk.” The wisdom of these one liners can be backed up by the 
scriptures found in the book of James. Applying the teachings of James to our daily 
living tests our faith and challenges our commitment to the way of the Kingdom; 
the way of a righteous life. (1:20) 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, open our hearts to your wisdom and grace that we would become who you 
have meant for us to be in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
Bible Study James 1:2-4, 12-15  
What? 

1. What quality is developed when we go through things that test our faith? (v. 
3) 

2. What is the result of persevering? (v. 4) 
3. Someone once said, “We want a testimony without the test.”  
4. What situations have you faced that tested your faith? 
5. In what ways did this strengthen your faith? 

 
Read James 1:19-21 Listening and Doing 

1. What kind of life does God desire for us? (v. 20) 
2. What behaviors are we instructed to have if we are seeking righteous living?  

           (v. 19) 
     3. What makes it so hard to listen, especially when we are angry? 
     4. What are our natural inclinations? 
     5. Is it wrong to get angry?  



       6.What does it mean to “accept the word planted in you?” (v. 21) 
 
Read James 1:22-25 

1. What is the result of “doing what the word says?” (v. 25) 
2. Why is it so easy to “listen” to the word and so hard to do it? 
3. In what way do we “deceive” ourselves by “merely” listening? (v. 22) 

 
Read James 2: 14-25 Faith and Action 

1. Can a person show faith without deeds? How? 
2. How do our actions reveal our faith? 
3. What did Abraham do that showed his trust in God? 
4. What did Rahab do that showed her faith? 
5. What risks were involved for each of them? 

 
Read James 3:2-10 Taming the Tongue 

1. In what way does the tongue “corrupt the whole person?”  
2. Why is it so difficult to control what we say? 

 
So What? 
So what area of “holy living” is challenging you right now?—Trials? Temptation? 
Listening but not doing? Faith but no action? Taming the tongue?  
 
Now What? 

1. What can you be praying for now that you have reviewed this instruction 
regarding righteous living? Consider James 1:5 as you answer. 

2. How is this group helpful to you as you persevere in faith?  
 
Closing New spin on the “Serenity Prayer” 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the person I cannot change, 
courage to change the person I can and the wisdom to know that I am 

that person.” 
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