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Introduction 

1 Peter ends with further instruction on living for God and touches on the 
problem of suffering for being Christian. 2 Peter opens with a reminder that God’s 
divine power and promises are the source of everything we need to live a godly 
life. We must add our own effort, however, in order to be effective and productive 
people of God. In regard to the “day of the Lord” the believers are encouraged to 
use their gifts and “live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of 
God.” (1 Peter 3:11-12)  

We do not endure suffering for being Christian and we are not in conflict 
about the return of Christ. But 1 Peter 4:8-11 offers a concise directive reminding 
us, above all things, to love and serve others using the gifts we have been given a 
good summary for how to live for God. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, we have not fully grasped our life in you; that through your divine power 
and love we can participate in your divine nature. Speak to us once again. Fill us 
with your Spirit that we may live in the fullness of your power and promise. Amen. 
 
Bible Study 1 Peter 4:8-11 (CEB) 
What? 

1. What are the benefits of “loving each other deeply?” (v.8) 
2. What are the risks? 
3. What does it mean that “love covers a multitude of sins?” (v.8) 
4. How do we love in this way and still hold people accountable for their 

actions? 
5. How do we love in this way and still maintain healthy boundaries? 

 
So What? 
Verse 10 encourages believers to use whatever gift(s) they have to serve others.  
All believers have been given spiritual gifts to use in the service of God and 



others. As we use our gifts, God’s grace is “administered” dispensed, given out, 
shown to others.   
Leader Notes: There are six references in the New Testament that refer to spiritual 
gifts. Refer to the handout and briefly discuss spiritual gifts. 
Gifts are discovered and developed as we participate in the ministries of the 
church. We can discover our gifts as we follow our heartfelt desires and passions in 
various serving capacities. Verse 10 and the list of gifts on the handout remind us 
that there is a wide variety of gifts that empower the church to serve and build up 
the body of Christ.  

1. Have you ever considered that you are gifted for service in the body of 
Christ?  

2. So, what gifts do you think you have? 
3. How is using our gifts connected to loving deeply? 
4. How is using our gifts connected to holiness and living for God? 

 
Review verse 11. Gifts and the strength to use them come from God.  
Also refer to 2 Peter 1:3: “His divine power has given us everything we need for 
life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory 
and goodness.” 
 
Now What? 

1. Now what could you do to be more aware of your gifts? 
2. Have you considered that the ways you are currently serving in the church 

connects to your gifts? 
3. Have you considered that you might need to find a different place of service 

in order to better use the gifts you have? 
 
Closing 
“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through 
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.” 

2 Peter 1:3 
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