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Introduction 
The book of 1 John was written by John the apostle, an eye witness to the 

life of Jesus. (1 John 1:1-3) Throughout the book he sums up what is true regarding 
Christ and the love of God in order to combat a group that split off from the 
congregation and proclaimed other beliefs. 1 John provides a deep and succinct 
description of God’s love, who Jesus is, who we are and what we are to do. 1 John 
provides a review of foundational truth and challenges us to live and love like 
Christ.  

Imagine being one of the many who heard, saw and touched Jesus! If you 
had to sum up all that you had seen and heard about Jesus, what would you say? 
The book of 1 John is like that. He is clear in saying I saw, heard and touched 
Jesus and here is the message we heard and declare to you—Jesus is the Word of 
life, God is light and love, we are his children and are to love and obey. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, give us power and grace to “grasp how wide and long and high and deep” 
your love is “and to know this love that surpasses knowledge...Fill us with your 
fullness” that we may love others. Through Christ we pray. Amen. (Ephesians 3:18-
19 Adapted) 
 
Leader Notes: When there are multiple scriptures to reference from different 
chapters, it will be helpful to assign them to individuals to look up at the start of 
class, then they will be ready to read when the time comes. 
 
Bible Study Selected Verses from 1 John (CEB) 
What? 
Read 1 John 4:7-21  

1. What is the nature of God according to verse 8 and 16b? 
2. What did God do to show his love for us? (V.9-10)  

 
 



Read 1 John 1:3, 3:5, 3:16, 4:10, 5:12, 5:20 
1. What do these scriptures tell us about who Jesus is? 

 
Read 1 John 1:8-10, 1 John 3:1-2 

1. What do these verses tell us about who we are? 
 
So What? 
Read 1 John 2:3, 2:10, 3:11, 3:23, 4:7, 4:11, 5:2-3 

1. So, once we come to know the love of God, what are we to do?  
2. What are the challenges of the command to love one another? 
3. God’s love and our love for others is inseparable if we are to be obedient. 

Why is that? 
4. Have you had an experience of observing someone’s actions and thought 

that they must be a Christian? 
 
Now What? 
Read 1 John 3:18-19 

1. In what ways does your church show love in “action and truth?” 
2. What ministries are you part of that show the love of God to others? 
3. What other opportunities do you have to show the love of God?  (workplace, 

neighborhood, family, Etc. try to think of specific actions) 
4. In what way does showing love to others flow from our gratitude to God? 

(1 John 1:1-4) 
 
Closing                   They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 

(2223 The Faith We Sing) 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, we are one in the Spirit, we are 
one in the Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, we will walk with each 
other we will walk hand in hand, and together we’ll spread the word that God is in 
our land. 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side, we will work with each 
other we will work side by side, and we’ll guard human dignity and save human 
pride. 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know we 
are Christians by our love. 
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