
Journey Through the New Testament 
1,2,3 John, Jude, Revelation 1 

The Rise of Christ 
12-1-19 

Part 1 -Epistle Summary 
     The readings for this week took us through three short letters and the beginning 
of the book of Revelation, the last book in the New Testament. 2 John touches on 
key truths of Christian doctrine, 3 John illustrates a power struggle common to 
congregations while Jude offers encouragement to persevere in faith. These topics 
instruct and inform our faith. The Revelation to John challenges our understanding 
and interpretation for modern times and the future reign of God. 
      2 John highlights truth, love and obedience. The truth that Christ is the divine 
son of God made flesh, the command to love one another and to walk in obedience 
are foundational teachings of Christ. John points out the “deceivers” in the church 
who denied that Jesus Christ existed in human flesh and blood. This doctrine is 
known as incarnation. The opening salutation to “the chosen lady and her children” 
refers to the Lord and the church.  
 
Opening Prayer 
O God, we shrink in the presence of your power and mystery, and yet you are our 
hope both now and forever more. Give us grace to walk in truth, love and 
obedience. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Bible Study 2 John 1-6(CEV) 
What?    
What two words are repeated several times in these verses?  
What does this passage instruct us to do? (Refer also to Gospel of John 13:34) 
What does this passage say about Jesus Christ?  
Refer also to the Gospel of John 1:14. Notice the use of the word truth. 
Read Jude 17-21 
What are the believers instructed to do? 
How has reading and reflecting on scripture this past year helped you better 
understand the foundational truths of the Christian life? 
So What? 
So, what are the obstacles that keep us from walking in truth, love and obedience? 
 
Now What? 
What can you do to “keep yourself in God’s love?” 



Part 2:  Introduction to Revelation 
In the Revelation to John he describes the vision given to him by Christ. It 

deals with the heavenly realm and the promise of a new future to come. It was 
written to be read to the seven churches in Asia Minor who were under the 
persecution of Rome. The imagery would have been familiar to them but 
vocabulary and understanding of symbolism is needed in order for us to have a 
better understanding of this mysterious and hopeful writing. 

 
Apocalypse: Greek word for revelation. Apocalyptic writing reveals mysteries of a 
transcendent world and this writing style was not new at the time of the revelation. 
The Old Testament books of Ezekiel, Daniel, Isaiah and Judges all contain some 
apocalyptic writings. Apocalyptic literature contains beasts and evil powers, 
symbolic and pictorial images, numbers with significant meanings and points to 
the end of the historical world and the triumph of God’s Kingdom. A modern-day 
comparison would be the use of political cartoons or science fiction to portray a 
point or meaning. 
 
Parousia: refers to the return of Christ 
 
Nicolaitans, Jezebel, Balaam: refer to those who compromise and take on the 
ways of pagan culture and gods, not the literal people named 
 
Two Elements of the vision:  1) the state of the churches at the time of the 
writing, 2) The future triumph of God 
 
Two Levels of meaning: 1) The story of God and a rebellious beast of chaos, evil. 
2) The vision was applied to Christians and the Roman Empire as the beast. 
 
Interpretations: Conservative view—Revelation predicts the end of the world  in 
modern time with Battle at Armageddon (Rev 16:12-16) Liberal view—The vision 
was addressed to late first century church and is not an historical event but portrays 
the divine rule of God and the satanic forces at work in the world. 
If time allows, review the messages to the churches in chapter two. 
(Sources: New Interpreters Study Bible, Harper Collins Bible Dictionary) 
 
Closing Doxology from Jude: To him who is able to keep you from falling and 
to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the 
only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ 
our Lore, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.  
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