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Introduction 

As we read farther into the Revelation to John, it is harder and harder to 
grasp the meaning of the vision, whether for the first century church or for our 
time. Demonic powers, dragons, plagues, war, earthquakes and fire… the violent 
imagery and bazaar events are difficult to put into context. It helps once again to 
reminded that these are “eschatological symbols;” images of a future realm that is 
beyond our grasp. Despite the troubling scenes, however, the message that resides 
in this mysterious vision is a message of hope. God’s ultimate victory will prevail. 
Whatever you want to call “it,” demonic powers, evil, Satan himself, will be 
overcome by the Lamb. “The Kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15 

As we journey through this last book of the Bible and the season of 
Christmas, can’t you hear the refrain from Handel’s “Messiah?” And he shall reign 
forever and ever. King of kings forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah and lord of 
lords forever and ever hallelujah hallelujah. The scripture from Revelation 11:15 
is actually sung in “The Messiah.”  Advent is a time for us to remember the 
coming of a baby to save the world. The story isn’t finished but the end has been 
revealed: I am the Alpha and the Omega…who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, the Almighty. And best of all, we belong to him who reigns. Thanks be to 
God. 
 
Opening Prayer 
O Lord, you are a God of power, majesty and love; One who is beyond us and yet 
within. Empower us to walk in your light, live in your strength and trust in your 
grace for all that is to come. In Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Bible Study Revelation 8:6-9, 11:15-18, 12:3-11 (CEV) 
What? 

1. What response do you have to the difficult and mysterious scenes found in 
Revelation? 

2. What do you think these visions are telling us about God? 
3. What are these visions telling us about ourselves? 



4. What are they telling us about the future? 
 
So What? 

1. So, what have you learned so far in your encounter with the Book of 
Revelation? 

2. How has your experience of reading Revelation changed your assumptions 
or previous ideas about “the end of the world?” 

3. What do you find to be the most troubling about John’s Revelation? 
4. What hope do you find in reading Revelation? 

 
Now What? 

1. At Christmas we recall the words of the prophets; Therefore, the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14. The baby in the manger is 
the Lamb in Revelation who overcomes the violent forces of evil.  

2. What comes to mind as you reflect upon each of these strange events of God 
encountering his world?  

3. This is all one story; the story of God our Father the creator, Jesus the son, 
our Redeemer, the Spirit our comforter who has come that we might have 
life, both now and forever more. 

 
Closing 
For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them 

to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.     
Revelation 7:17                                    
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