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Introduction 
This week’s reading of Revelation presented the last three letters to the 

churches in Asia Minor. The church in Sardis was reprimanded for being “dead” 
and was instructed to “Wake up!” The church in Philadelphia was praised for being 
faithful and persevering. The church in Laodicea was accused of being 
“lukewarm;” neither for nor against Christ. Christ was knocking at the door 
encouraging them to repent. The vision then became more complex for us to 
understand as John was transported to a heavenly world and sees the throne of 
God.  

Some background notes can help us ponder the mysterious features found in 
John’s vision. Much of the imagery in Revelation can be found in other visions in 
the Bible. The colored horsemen appear in Zechariah, earthquakes are in Amos, 
Joel, the black sun and red moon, Amos, Joel, Mark, stars falling like figs Nahum. 
Fire, lightning and thunder occur when God is present in Exodus, Psalms and 
Isaiah.  

This imagery would have been more familiar to the ancient culture at the 
time of John’s vision. The message is addressed to first century churches and we 
err when trying to decode the symbols and events in Revelation and apply them to 
modern, historic events or disasters. The greater message is that of staying faithful 
despite hardship and not compromising with evil. Our hope both now and in the 
future is in the risen Christ and the triumph of God’s Kingdom. (Reference 
“Introduction to the New Testament, Raymond Brown) 
 
Opening Prayer 

O God, you have brought us into your glorious Kingdom. Give us strength 
to be a faithful and obedient church; persevering in all circumstances. In Christ we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Bible Study Revelation 3:1-6 (CEV) 
Leader Notes: The teachings they have “received and heard” is their source for life 
in their deadness. The white robes refer to priestly function of the church; the book 
of life is the registry of those who belong to God 



What? 
    1.What was the condition of the church in Sardis? 
    2.What are they directed to do? (V.2-3) 
    3. How might churches today be confident in their image but spiritually dead? 
 
Read Revelation 3:7-13 
Leader Notes: Only Philadelphia and Smyrna (2:8) receive praise for faithfulness, 
bowing down in 3:9 comes from Isaiah 49:23 where pagan nations bow before 
Israel. Israel will see that God has also chosen Christians. The New Jerusalem v. 
12 will be referenced at end of Revelation as well. 

1. What is the message to the church in Philadelphia? (v.11) 
2. What will their reward be? (v.12) 

 
Read Revelation 3:14-22 
What was the condition of the church in Laodicea? 
What were they directed to do? (V.19-20) 
What will those who are faithful receive? (v.21) 
 
So What?  

1. So, what issues and strengths exist among churches in our time? (Generally 
speaking!) 

2. What do you think is the worst condition for a church to be in? Lukewarm? 
      Dead? False doctrine? Suffering? Corruption? 
3. What hope was given for each of the churches despite their failings? 
4. What can we learn from the messages given to these ancient churches?  

 
Now What? 
“To the angel of the Living Word Church in St. Louis write:  
_______________________________________________________________. 
 

1. What message could be given regarding the condition of this congregation? 
2. As a member of this church, how do you contribute to the faithfulness and 

spiritual strength of this congregation? 
 
Closing Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”  Revelation 7:12 
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