
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you begin 

your time with God each day. Then, pray 

for church requests and personal friends 

and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  

Wesleyan Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to 

what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me 

be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let 

me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all 

things, let me have nothing. I freely and 

heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and 

disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, thou art 

mine, and I am thine. So be it. And the  

covenant which I have made on earth, let it 

be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

My Personal Prayers: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Activity: 

Most of the kids at Living Word know what 

the right thing is…and most of the time they 

do the right thing. As we start talking about 

judgment, have your kids think about the 

times they see someone at church…one of 

their friends, or a classmate they don’t know 

well…doing something that is NOT the right 

thing. What kind of response can you make? 

What if it’s one of your brothers or sisters? 

Do you act differently? What if (gasp) it’s an 

adult? How do you decide when to step in 

and say, “Hey, don’t say that,” or “Please 

don’t do that.” When should you get an adult 

involved? Finally, how would you feel if some-

one reminded you that you had acted in a 

way that wasn’t what God dreamed for you?   

MONDAY 1.6.20                                Genesis 16:1-6 
Sarai and Abram had been promised a child—but when no child came, 
Sarai took an action appropriate to her cultural time—having her maid-
servant bear the child for her. But sometimes the best-laid plans have 
unintended consequences, and Sarai’s maidservant Hagar adopted an 
attitude of superiority over her mistress. Sarai judges Abram (“This is your 
fault, you got her pregnant”), Sarai judges Hagar (“I’ll show YOU who’s in 
charge”), and, still, God gives grace. Hagar and her son Ishmael are 
blessed, and, in just a few chapters, Sarai herself will give birth to a son, 
Isaac, in her old age. 

 What standard does Sarai judge Abram by? What standard does 

Sarai judge Hagar by? What standard does God seem to judge any of 
the principal players by? What standards do you use when you 
judge? 

 Note that even though Sarai got herself into this mess, her judg-

ments ARE, on some level, fair. Abram could have said no to the 
plan, so he does bear responsibility. Hagar DID get “uppity” with her 
mistress, and should have expected consequences. But is it fair to 
judge the actions of others when we are ultimately responsible for 
the unintended consequences of our actions? 

TUESDAY 1.7.20                                        Exodus 18 
After Moses had led the captive Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, they 
began a long period of wandering in the wilderness before entering the 
Promised Land where their ancestors had first lived. Apparently, as lead-
er, Moses was taking personal responsibility for not only spiritual leader-
ship, but for acting as judge in all sorts of civic disagreements and misun-
derstandings as well. In this story, his father-in-law, Jethro, gives him 
some advice. You don’t have to do it all alone—find responsible people 
who can share the load, and allow them to judge the easier cases. 

 What kinds of disputes do you imagine would arise while a formerly 
enslaved people wandered as nomads in the desert? What would be 
the end result if no one acted as a judge over these cases? What 
standard does the passage imply Moses, or his delegates, are to use 
in judging these civil disputes? 

 Why are television programs like “Judge Judy” or “The People’s 

Court” so popular? Why do people find it so difficult to settle civic 
disputes themselves? Have you ever been involved in a civil dispute 
that required a third party to resolve? If so, which side of the judg-
ment did you end up on? Did you feel like the judgment was fair? 
What attributes of the judge would affect how you view their judg-
ment? What does that suggest about how Christians should judge 
each other? 

 

WEDNESDAY 1.8.20                              1 Samuel 24 
When David proved himself a great warrior against Israel’s enemies, King 
Saul became more and more paranoid that David’s popularity with the 
people would entice them to depose him, and install David as king. In 
fact, Saul had already been rejected by God, and the prophet Samuel had 
anointed David to become king in his place. Even so, David did not active-
ly seek the role, but waited for God’s timing. In today’s reading, Saul has 
been pursuing David in order to kill him, but unknowingly has entered a 
cave where David and his men are hiding. Although David has the upper 
hand in the situation, he spares Saul’s life, acknowledging Saul’s own 
anointed kingship. When Saul realizes what David has done, he acknowl-
edges that David is in fact the better man, more suited for Godly kingship 
than he himself—and seeks mercy from the future king. 

 What is implied in David’s calling upon God to judge between him-

self and Saul? Why does David believe his actions should vindicate 
him in Saul’s eyes? How does Saul arrive at his judgment that David 
will in fact become king?  

 What is the role of personal integrity in this story? How does Saul 
judge David? How does David judge Saul? What actions does each 
take in response to their judgments? Would David have been justi-
fied in killing Saul, given that Saul was out to kill him? When is mer-
cy the most appropriate response even when you judge someone 
guilty of wronging you? 

THURSDAY 1.9.20                              Luke 19:11-26 
Jesus’ parable of the ten minas is all about putting the resources God has 
given us to use to multiply the impact on God’s kingdom. The king in the 
story gave money to each of ten servants with the explicit instruction, 
“Put this money to work until I come back.” Most of the servants did as 
they were told, but one just socked the money away instead, fearful not 
only of losing the king’s investment, but of what might happen to him if 
he failed in his charge to put the money to work. When the king returns, 
he tells the man, “I will judge you by your own words!” In other words, by 
the king’s actions, the man has received exactly what he expected from 
the start—harsh treatment from a reputedly harsh man. 

 From the outcomes in the story, was the king’s reputation de-
served? Is he a “hard man”? How will the other servants judge the 
king’s actions toward them? How will the fearful servant judge the 
king’s actions? From your objective stance, are the actions the king 
takes as a result of his judgments fair? 

 Is it “fair” to be judged by our own words? What information was 

the fearful servant acting upon, and how do you think he reached 
the judgment that the king was a “hard man”? Why did the king 
think it appropriate to judge the servant by his own expectations? 
What do you expect from your judgments of others? What do you 
expect from God’s judgment of you? 

 



FRIDAY 1.10.20                                     John 7:14-24 
In today’s reading, Jesus has traveled to Jerusalem secretly in order to 
attend the Feast of Tabernacles—a seven day festival in September or 
October that memorialized the Hebrews’ journey from Egypt to the Prom-
ised Land, and that gave thanks for the harvest. Halfway through the 
festival, Jesus goes public and begins to teach in the Temple courts, amaz-
ing the crowds with his knowledge of Scripture. Jesus goes on to chal-
lenge some widely held beliefs about the Jewish Sabbath, even claiming 
that the Jewish leadership is out to kill him for healing a man on the Sab-
bath. His final challenge to the crowd addresses a very basic issue—those 
Jewish leaders who appear to know the Scriptures thoroughly are in fact 
leading them astray, while Jesus, who appears to be an unlearned Jewish 
man, teaches Truth. Judging the words and actions of others merely by 
appearances often leads to error. 

 The upshot of Jesus’ teaching here is to tell the people to learn to 
“make a right judgment.” What have the people been basing their 
judgment on prior to Jesus’ teaching? What does Jesus suggest the 
people base their judgment on instead? How do we typically make 
our own judgments? 

 When have you made a false judgment based on “mere appearanc-

es”? What were the ramifications of your misjudgment? Why do you 
think people remember Jesus’ words, “Judge not, lest ye be judged” 
more often than his words, “stop judging by mere appearances, and 
make a right judgment”? 

SATURDAY 1.11.20                                 Romans 14 
Paul has a lot to say on the subject of judging others in this chapter. Keep 
in mind as you read that this is the same Paul who wrote the church in 
Corinth about the positive reasons for judging the behaviors of the mem-
bers of the Corinthian church! How do we reconcile the words, “Isn’t it 
your job to judge insiders?” from 1 Corinthians 5 with the command to 
“stop passing judgment on one another” here in Romans 14? The answer 
to this question lies in Romans 14:1—”without passing judgment on dis-
putable matters.” We may be surprised to learn that even in the early 
church there were “disputable matters” when it came to Christian behav-
ior. But there were—and here, Paul is discouraging the Roman church 
from getting so wrapped up in matters that truly are disputable that the 
church suffers fracture and division. Ultimately, Paul says, these matters 
are between the believer and God. 

 What are the specific “disputable matters” that people in the Ro-
man church are judging each other about? Why do you think Paul 
says to follow your own conscience in these matters, but is so explic-
it about church discipline in 1 Corinthians 5? What’s the difference? 

 Are you tempted to look down on Christians who do not share your 
perspective on every single church matter? How easy is it for you to 
modify your own behavior to prevent another person from stum-
bling … even if you’re convinced you’re right? Why should we? 

 

Church Prayers 
Doris Jackson, Steve Dickinson, 
Bob Savage, Nicole Crothers, Al 
Sappington, Mary Hediger, Janet 
Blair, Delaney Digman, Bill 
Reichter, Jan Reichter, Bob  
Vincent, Bill Cruse, Jim Stephens, 
Sophia Miller, Judy Hoffman, 
Jean Hastings, Nini Schneider 
 
• All those affected by the 
church shooting in White  
Settlement, TX 
• Family and friends on the loss 
of Rev. Gary Carter 
• Family and friends on the loss 
of Joel Williams 
• Family and friends on the loss 
of Anne Malin-Hopkins 
• Family and friends on the loss 
of Anthony Manzi 
• The Simpson and DeBold  
families on the loss of Leah Anne 
DeBold's mother, Wanda  
Simpson 
• The Ens and Beveridge families 
on the loss of Jill Beveridge's 
father, Jewel "Buzz" Ens 
• The Poertner family on the loss 
of Ron Poertner's father, Robert 
Poertner 
• The Nail and Helgen families on 
the loss of Brayden Helgen's  
uncle, Dennis Nail 

 
Share prayer requests online at  
livingwordumc.org 

 

Daily Study Guide                                  January 5-11, 2020 

Sermon Series: You Be the Judge 

Week One: “You Be the Judge” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, January 5: 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 

“I wrote to you in my earlier letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people. But I wasn’t talking about the sexually immoral people in the out-

side world by any means—or the greedy, or the swindlers, or people who 

worship false gods—otherwise, you would have to leave the world entirely! 

But now I’m writing you not to associate with anyone who calls themselves 

“brother” or “sister” who is sexually immoral, greedy, someone who wor-

ships false gods, an abusive person, a drunk, or a swindler. Don’t even eat 

with anyone like this. What do I care about judging outsiders? Isn’t it your 

job to judge insiders? God will judge outsiders. Expel the evil one from 

among you!” (CEB) 

 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________


