
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs.  

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, we confess this morning that 

we have not always accepted the re-

sponsibilities of discipleship. We seek 

Your forgiveness for those times when 

our actions, our lack of actions, our 

words, or our lack of words, have con-

tributed to anyone’s decision to wander 

from Your truth. We ask You to strength-

en us all to witness to our faith with a 

freshness that attracts, with a sincerity 

that convinces, and with an integrity 

that confirms our allegiance to Jesus 

Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Family Activity: 
Who are the people that help you do the 

right things? Your parents? Your broth-

ers or sisters? Maybe a good friend? 

When God made us, God made sure that 

we had other people around us. We live 

in “community,” which means we don’t 

live all alone. Sometimes it’s up to us to 

help other people see how to live in 

God’s love. And sometimes it’s up to 

them to help us know how to do that. 

Talk with your family about when it’s 

REALLY important to help others follow 

Jesus. And then be REALLY happy that 

you are with people who you can help 

and who will help you.  

MONDAY 1.20.20                     2 Samuel 12:1-25 
The background to the story in today’s reading can be found in 2 Samuel 
11. The gist is this—King David saw one of his soldiers’ wives bathing on a 
rooftop, desired her, slept with her, and then, when she became preg-
nant, tried to cover it up first by having her husband return from the front 
to sleep with her, and when that failed, by arranging to have her husband 
killed on the front lines and taking her as his own wife. In today’s reading, 
we focus on the fact that Nathan, a prophet of God and one of David’s 
key advisors, holds David accountable for his sin. He pronounces God’s 
judgment upon David, and calls him to repent of his sin. The cost of Da-
vid’s sin is enormous—the death of the son conceived in his sin. While we 
may not understand why this child suffers the consequences of David’s 
sin, it demonstrates the truth that innocent people sometimes suffer as a 
result of our sin. For the purposes of the story, God’s will is accom-
plished—David cannot escape the judgment, but he sincerely repents, 
and another son is born. Solomon will succeed David as king over Israel. 

 What is Nathan’s purpose in speaking to David? How are accounta-

bility and a call to repentance both in view here? What might have 
been the ramifications to Nathan of his words to his king? Why does 
he take this risk? 

 Are there people in your life who expect you to hold them accounta-
ble for their actions? Are their people in your life who you expect to 
hold you accountable? What are the risks/advantages of such rela-
tionships? 

TUESDAY 1.21.20                                  Hosea 3:1-5 
The story of the prophet Hosea is simultaneously one of the most shock-

ing and most beautiful stories in the Old Testament. God commanded 

Hosea to marry a woman, Gomer, knowing she would be unfaithful to 

him. Chapter 1 of the book explains that Hosea’s experience of an un-

faithful wife was to mirror God’s experience of an unfaithful Israel, who 

had worshipped other gods and forsaken their “first love.” In chapter 3, 

though, God again uses Hosea to demonstrate that His love never fails—

Hosea bought Gomer back out of prostitution, and showered her with 

love, just as God remains faithful to Israel in spite of their wandering 

hearts. 

 Does the story of Hosea and Gomer change your perspective on 

how desperately God wants to restore His relationship with those 

who have wandered from Him? 

 How do you imagine Hosea feels about the command to restore a 

relationship with someone who has hurt him emotionally? 

 What do you imagine Gomer’s response is, when she realizes Hosea 

welcomes her back, regardless of her past behavior? 

 Who do you know that God wants you to invite back to faith? 

WEDNESDAY 1.22.20                       Mark 10:13-30 
Notice how in each of the episodes in today’s reading, Jesus gently directs 
people from a misguided faith to a better foundation of faith. First are 
those who assume Jesus would have little time for “unimportant” chil-
dren. With a word, Jesus teaches that there are no second-class citizens in 
God’s Kingdom. Next is a man who has diligently obeyed the Ten Com-
mandments his whole life, but who cannot part with his wealth. Jesus 
reminds him that God desires more than obedience to the letter of the 
law—He wants hearts transformed by love. And finally are the disciples, 
who still anticipate material blessings from God because of their own 
sacrifices and obedience. Jesus reminds them that the greatest blessings 
are in our relationships—and that although the ultimate reward is eternal 
life, followers of Christ can anticipate persecution as well. 

 How would you describe the faith of the people Jesus teaches in this 

passage? What are their expectations of God, and of themselves? 

 How would you characterize the way Jesus corrects their misinter-
pretations of faith? Do the people feel judged, or guided? 

 Have you ever been faced with wanting to help someone to a fuller 

understanding of Christian faith? What approaches have you used 
that worked? What approaches have failed? 

 Are you ever tempted to judge the faith of another person? What 

responsibility do we have to guide the faith of others? Is it possible 
to do that non-judgmentally? 

THURSDAY 1.23.20                            John 21:15-19 
After Jesus had been arrested, Peter followed him to the courtyard of the 

house where his trial before the Jewish leadership was being held. While 

there, Peter denied knowing Jesus three times, just as Jesus had predict-

ed. Now, after Jesus’ resurrection, He appears to Peter and the other 

disciples on the shore of the Sea of Galilee (also known as the Sea of 

Tiberias). After sharing a meal with them, Jesus has a discussion with 

Peter meant to guide Peter back into a loving relationship. Peter certainly 

had doubts about his love for Christ given his recent denial in the court-

yard. Jesus takes the time, and makes the effort, to help Peter overcome 

these doubts by asking again, and again, “Do you love me?” The repeated 

questions force Peter to dig deeper into his feelings than just a pat “yes” 

answer. While Peter is hurt by Jesus’ pushing, in the end, his love for 

Jesus allows him to emphatically state that he will follow Jesus, even 

though Jesus has prophesied concerning Peter’s own death. 

 Why do you think it is so important to Jesus to have this discussion 

with Peter? How does Jesus restore Peter’s faith with his questions? 

Notice the subtlety with which Jesus invites Peter to probe the 

depth of his own faith, rather than judging Peter’s actions. 



FRIDAY 1.24.20                            Galatians 2:11-21 
The apostle Paul is not known for being subtle. Unlike Jesus in yesterday’s 

scene with Peter, Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, claims to have op-

posed Peter “to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.” Apparent-

ly, Peter has been swayed by other Christians who believed that to be a 

Christian, one had to continue to abide by the Jewish laws regarding 

circumcision, abstaining from certain foods and association with Gentiles. 

Paul is especially concerned because not only has Peter changed his 

stance, but he has convinced Barnabas, who accompanied Paul on his first 

missionary journey, to change his stance on these issues as well! Paul’s 

anger over Peter’s misguided theology gushes forth in one of his most 

forthright defenses of the basic Christian belief that we are justified in 

God’s sight by faith in Christ, and not by strict observation of the system 

of Jewish laws. Paul is so adamant about this belief that he exclaims “if 

righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 

 When is it appropriate to be “in your face” in restoring someone’s 

faith? When is it more appropriate to take the subtle approach? 

 Can you be adamant when someone is “clearly in the wrong”? Why 

do you think Paul takes the approach he does to restore Peter’s 

theology? Consider the importance of the teaching Paul defends. 

SATURDAY 1.25.20                                    Philemon 
Contrast Paul’s approach with Peter in Galatians with his approach to 

Philemon in this short, personal letter. Philemon’s slave, Onesimus, had 

run away from Philemon’s home in Colosse to Rome, where he encoun-

tered Paul. While with Paul, Onesimus became a follower of Christ, and 

Paul is now sending him back to Philemon. By the legal code of the day, 

Onesimus could have been tortured to death, or branded with an “F” for 

“fugitive” by Philemon, but Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus as a 

Christian brother! It is important to see that by his actions, Paul is not 

attempting to restore the owner-slave relationship between Philemon 

and Onesimus—he is seeking to transform a broken, hierarchical relation-

ship into a loving Christian relationship by the power of Christ. He chal-

lenges the depth of Philemon’s Christian discipleship, implying that as a 

fellow Christian, Philemon only has one course of action available. 

 Are you surprised Paul wouldn’t simply help the runaway slave 

Onesimus find freedom in Rome? What greater good is Paul trying 

to accomplish here? What are the risks? Why does he take them? 

 How does Paul try to create the conviction in Philemon that he 

should accept Onesimus as a brother, not a slave? How can we best 

guide others’ exercise of Christian faith? 
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All those affected by the wild-

fires in Australia 
 

Students returning to school, 
may they finish the year 

strong and safe 
 

The Brown and Savage fami-
lies on the loss of Bob Savage’s 

sister, P.K. Brown. 
Family and friends on the loss 

of Samantha Olszewski 
Family and friends on the loss 

of Bobby Baker 
Family and friends on the loss 

of Andrew Kocot 
 

Share prayer requests online 
at livingwordumc.org 

Daily Study Guide                                January 19-25, 2020 

Sermon Series: You Be the Judge 

Week Three: “Restoration” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, January 19: James 5:19-20 

“My brothers and sisters, if any of you wander from the truth and someone 

turns back the wanderer, recognize that whoever brings a sinner back from 

a wrong path will save them from death and will bring about the for-

giveness of many sins.” (CEB) 

 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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