
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Loving God, teach me what it means to 
be a servant leader. Show me the places 
in my life where I am called to lead, ra-
ther than to follow. Help me to adopt 
the humility of Christ, who shows me 
how to lead. And through the power of 
Your Holy Spirit, bless me with stability 
and endurance, so that I might serve as 
an example of faith for others. In the 
name of Jesus Christ my Lord, I pray. 
Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Activity: 
Make a list of all the ways and places 
you are asked to be a leader. Have you 
had a part in a school play? Are you ever 
a line leader at school? Do your parents 
ever ask you to watch a younger brother 
or sister? Are you responsible for any 
chores in your house? Just because you 
are young doesn’t mean you never lead. 
When has it been hard to be a leader? 
When has it been easy? Do you like hav-
ing responsibility or does it make you 
anxious? Talk with your parents about 
what you like, and don’t like, about hav-
ing leadership responsibilities. Ask them 
what THEY like, and don’t like, about it! 

MONDAY 3.16.20                                 Joshua 1:1-9 
This week’s readings all focus on biblical examples of servant 
leadership. Sometimes, leadership is extended by a mentor to a 
protégé, while at times God recruits individuals who have never 
thought of themselves as leaders. In today’s reading, Joshua 
(who, according to Numbers 11:28, had been “Moses’ aide since 
youth”) assumes the leadership of the tribes of Israel from Mo-
ses, upon Moses’ death. God instructs Joshua concerning their 
entry into the Promised Land—but some of the most impactful 
words are stated in verse 6, and repeated in verse 9 for emphasis: 
“Be strong and courageous.” See Deuteronomy 31:6-7 also, 
where the same encouragement is first given to Joshua. 

 How must Joshua have felt after their leader through 40 
years of wilderness wanderings, after the man who had part-
ed the sea to help the Israelites escape bondage in Egypt, 
had died, and the leadership now fell on him? Why do you 
think he was told FOUR times, “Be strong and courageous”? 

 When have you had to be “strong and courageous” to move 
into a place of leadership? God promises, “for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go.” How do these words 
create courage and strength? 

TUESDAY 3.17.20                               2 Kings 2:1-18 
Elisha had been called by God to succeed Elijah as prophet to 
Israel in the story in 1 Kings 1:15-21. Now, the time has come. 
Elijah is about to be taken up into heaven, and Elisha seems al-
most unwilling to face it—twice telling other prophets, “do not 
speak of it.” In a final act of mentorship, Elijah asks Elisha what he 
can do for him. Although the request for a double portion of Eli-
jah’s spirit may seem brazen to us, Elisha recognizes that he will 
need extraordinary divine strength to fulfill his new role as a spir-
itual leader for Israel. In the culture of the day, the oldest son 
would receive a double inheritance. In effect, Elisha is simply 
asking to be acknowledged as the clear heir of Elijah’s leadership. 

 Why do you think Elisha seems reluctant to face what he 
knows is coming? Why do you think he won’t separate from 
Elijah? Why do you think Elijah asks him to? 

 Have you ever filled the role of an heir-apparent? What 
emotions did you have as the day of transition approached? 
Did you wish for a “double dose” of their abilities? 

 Who are you learning from today? Where might you be be-
ing called to move into leadership? 

WEDNESDAY 3.18.20                                   Esther 4 
If you have time, read the entire story of Esther. It is really a short 
novella that it is difficult to pull an excerpt from to serve as an 
example. But one of the core parts of the story is here in chapter 
four. The Jewish girl Hadassah has become Queen Esther—and 
when the Jews face the potential of annihilation because of the 
manipulations of the kings aide (Haman), Esther’s cousin Morde-
cai calls upon Esther as her people’s only hope of salvation. He 
sends this message to Esther: Who knows but that you have 
come to royal position for such a time as this? Esther, who has 
never had a leadership role in her life (even as queen, she seems 
no more than a member of the king’s harem), is called upon to be 
a courageous spokeswoman for her people. 

 Esther knows that she could literally be sentenced to death 
for daring to approach the king on her own initiative. The 
alternative, though, is that her entire race is wiped out in the 
province. What role do the consequences of easier alterna-
tives play in Esther’s decision to take action as a leader? 

 Have the potential consequences of failing to act ever driven 
you to a decision to take a leadership role? Are there places 
where you should consider doing so today? 

THURSDAY 3.19.20        Jeremiah 1:1-10; 20:7-11 
The prophet Jeremiah was a young boy when he heard the call of 
God to be a prophet. Although Jeremiah uses the Hebrew word 
for “child” in describing himself, the word probably meant any-
one not yet fully mature. He was probably between his early 
teens and twenty. Even so, amazingly, God appoints Jeremiah 
“over nations and kingdoms … to destroy and overthrow, to build 
and to plant.” In the remainder of his story, we learn that Jeremi-
ah was often reluctant to bring his people the message of de-
struction God commanded him to bring. But read Jeremiah 20:7-
11. In spite of the challenges he faced, Jeremiah trusted that God 
would prevail over his persecutors. 

 What makes Jeremiah reluctant to accept the leadership 
role God gives him in the story of his calling in chapter 1? 
What makes Jeremiah reluctant to follow through in chapter 
20? What makes Jeremiah press ahead anyway? 

 When have you had to take on leadership reluctantly? Did 
you stick with it? Why? What challenges did you face? What 
personal qualities allowed you to persevere? 



FRIDAY 3.20.20                             2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Paul had recruited Timothy in the town of Lystra during his sec-
ond missionary journey (see Acts 16). In several of Paul’s letters, 
he refers to him as co-worker (Romans 16:21), brother 
(Colossians 1:1), and even as “my son” (1 Corinthians 4:17). By 
the time Paul writes to Timothy the letters we have as 1 and 2 
Timothy, Paul is a much older man, and addresses the letters to 
“my true son” (1 Timothy 1:2) and “my dear son” (2 Timothy 1:2). 
In today’s reading, Paul passes the torch to the man who has 
become a son to him. Notice the encouragement Paul gives Timo-
thy, without sugarcoating the likelihood of suffering for the faith. 

 What words does Paul use to provide encouragement? Note 
the emphasis Paul places on his personal conviction, the 
suffering that results from it, and his demand that Timothy 
guard the sound teaching he has received from Paul. 

 Who has served as a mentor for you? What did you learn 
from them? Were they utterly honest with you about what 
your leadership might entail? Why or why not? 

SATURDAY 3.21.20                     Acts 18:1-3; 18-28 
In Corinth, Paul met and trained Aquila and Priscilla in Christian 
leadership. They intended to accompany Paul after his departure 
for Syria, but ended up staying behind in Ephesus during a stop 
along the way. Later, when a man named Apollos came to Ephe-
sus, it was Aquila and Priscilla who trained him in Christian lead-
ership. Apollos left Ephesus and went to Achaia, where he contin-
ued to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 In these short passages, we see four “generations” of Chris-
tians! The gospel spreads from Paul, to Aquila and Priscilla, 
to Apollos, to residents of Achaia. It seems that every leader 
Paul equipped was immediately searching for other leaders 
to be trained in Christian leadership. 

 Are you constantly searching for others who can take on 
your mantle of leadership? Why is humility essential to train 
someone else to do what you are doing? Are you able to 
train someone else to do what you do, or do you fear that 
doing so would lead to your being replaced by them? 

Daily Study Guide                                  March 15-21, 2020 

Sermon Series: This Changes Everything 

Week Three: “From Simon to Peter” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, March 15: Matthew 16:13-18 

“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ They replied, ‘Some say John the 

Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 

‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ Simon Peter an-

swered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 

‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 

man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome 

it.” (NIV) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

 
Craig Rawls 

Harrison Denner 
Alex Failoni 

Rebecca Ware-Mitchell 
Rose Grossenheider 

John Palmer 
Doug Nash 
Steve Knott 

Charlotte Ottley 
Vicki Robinson 
Al Sappington 

Delaney Digman 
Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent 
Peggy Cruse 

Bill Cruse 
Sophia Miller 
Judy Hoffman 
Nini Schneider 

 
The Hilley and Davidson 
families on the loss of  

Connie Davidson’s uncle,  
Melvin Hilley 

 
The Alber family on the loss 
of Amanda Alber’s father, 

Lloyd Abert 
 

The Nurre and Reed  
families on the loss of Kim 

Reed’s grandmother,  
Laura Nurre 

 
Family and friends on the 
loss of Wayne Workman 

 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


