
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy and loving God, guide me to discov-
er the things in my life that are holding 
me back from fully following Jesus. 
Teach me what it means to love mercy, 
and not sacrifice. Give me the grace to 
seek the lost, and the courage to be 
scandalous. I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Activity: 
How often do you go into a store and 
see something and think, “I REALLY want 
that! Mom, dad, buy me that!”? Did 
your parents say “yes” or “no”? And did 
that answer make you mad? It’s amazing 
how often arguments happen because 
somebody wants something they don’t 
have. The feeling we get when we want 
things we see and don’t have, or when 
we see someone else with something 
we want, is called greed. God wants us 
to have what we need, but Jesus warns 
us that our desire for “things” can get 
out of control. The Bible says the way to 
overcome greed is to get into the habit 
of giving and sharing—to show those 
“things” that WE are in charge of them, 
and THEY are not in charge of US! 

MONDAY 3.23.20                         Genesis 19:14-26 
The story of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is a classic 
story of the danger of being immersed in an irreligious environ-
ment. In God’s grace, God rescued Lot and his family from suffer-
ing the consequences of that irreligiosity. Still, Lot resists follow-
ing God’s advice to flee to the mountains, preferring a nearby 
town. Likewise, his wife seems unwilling to separate herself from 
the town’s wickedness. She looks back, with implied hesitation, 
and is buried beneath the raining sulfur, turning to salt. The lure 
of what was seemingly a good life in Sodom made both of them 
reluctant to go where God needed them to go in order to save 
them. Lot and his daughters managed to escape. His wife did not. 

 What do you think it was about Sodom that made Lot and 
his wife reluctant to leave? Why did God save them anyway? 
(Look at Genesis 19:29 for the connection between God’s 
action in saving Lot, and his uncle Abraham’s faith.) 

 Are there things God is trying to save you from, that you are 
reluctant to move away from? What makes you reluctant? 
What do you think God wants for you most of all? 

TUESDAY 3.24.20                                   Amos 6:1-7 
The words of the prophet Amos are harsh. He wrote at a time 
when the nation of Israel was thriving—but the economic pros-
perity had led the people into materialism and complacency with 
regard to social issues that co-existed with the prosperity. Amos 
reminds the people that God is not pleased when the wealthy 
exploit the poor. We are a bit taken aback to read about ancient 
people who “lounge on couches,” “strum away on harps,” “drink 
wine by the bowlful,” “use the finest lotions,” and “dine on 
choice lambs.” But the imagery is powerful enough for us to rec-
ognize. Amos warns them, and us, that God expects God’s people 
to share their prosperity with those who are NOT prospering. 
Those who refuse will come to ruin. 

 Complacency is an attitude that believes “I am well off, and 
my situation could never change.” Amos’ warning against 
the complacent is a reminder that, in truth, our stability 
could be fleeting. How do you think Amos felt being the one 
to deliver this word of judgment? 

 Are you being complacent in any area of life? Are you at all 
convicted by Amos’ words? What can you do about that? 

WEDNESDAY 3.25.20                         Daniel 1:1-20 
Eventually, the prophecies of ruin from Amos that we read yes-
terday came to pass. The northern Jewish kingdom of Israel fell to 
the Assyrians, and the southern kingdom of Judah fell to the Bab-
ylonians, who sent them into exile. Daniel was among a group of 
young men the king chose to be trained up in the ways of the 
Babylonian palace. Daniel, however, refused to violate the Jewish 
food laws by eating the “king’s food.” Even though the king’s food 
was lavish and rich, and seen as a sign of favor toward those the 
king chose, Daniel chose to eat only vegetables and water, 
trusting God to keep him healthier than those who ate the “good 
food.” Daniel’s faith proved true, and he rose in stature under the 
King of Babylon. 

 How does Daniel’s faith demonstrate the call to counter-
cultural living? What would Daniel have been sacrificing by 
eating the king’s food? What did he actually sacrifice by 
eating only vegetables and water? Which is greater? 

 Where are you compromising God’s will for your life by par-
taking in the “food” of the culture around you? What exam-
ples can you think of that the culture says is good for you, or 
at least no harm, but Christian faith would say otherwise? 

THURSDAY 3.26.20                   Matthew 19:16-30 
The rich young man in this story is a good Jewish youth. He want-
ed the gift of eternal life. According to Jewish law, full obedience 
to the Law of Moses was what was required. Jesus reminds him 
of this, and the young man says that he has strived to be obedi-
ent his entire life—and we should believe him. He, and the disci-
ples, view his prosperity as God’s reward for obedience to the 
law. But Jesus says perfect obedience would entail being willing 
to give up those riches to help the poor. He, and the disciples, are 
aghast! Give up God’s blessing? The problem, though, is that the 
riches have become more important than God’s will and love for 
the poor. To truly align with God, to truly know “eternal life,” 
Jesus says, use your prosperity to help the helpless. 

 Why is it hard for the rich to enter the kingdom? Why are 
the disciples so surprised by this saying? What do you think 
is the connection between God’s approval and personal 
prosperity? 

 Is Jesus asking you to abandon something important to you 
to follow Him more closely? 



FRIDAY 3.27.20                                      Acts 4:32-37 
The earliest Christian community shared with each other volun-
tarily. There was no compulsion to do so—they didn’t need to 
share with each other to become believers or to “join the 
church.” Still, they chose to share everything, feeling more a 
sense of community ownership of what they had received indi-
vidually, than a sense of individual ownership. Even the proceeds 
from sales of land and houses that were privately owned were 
shared with everyone. The leadership, the apostles, who knew 
everyone intimately and who were deeply trusted by the believ-
ers, made sure resources were distributed fairly, with the result 
that there were no poor among them. 

 What level of trust and commitment to each other must the 
earliest believers have had to do this? 

 Is such a community possible today? Why or why not? 

 Are there people you ARE willing to share with in this way? 
Who are they? What would it take for someone new to en-
ter into that kind of relationship with you? 

SATURDAY 3.28.20                   Revelation 3:14-22 
Seven churches receive various levels of encouragement or con-
demnation from Jesus in the letters to the churches at the begin-
ning of Revelation. The seventh church, Laodicea, receives only 
condemnation. The words used to describe them are reminiscent 
of Amos’ words to Israel (see Tuesday’s reading)! Their wealth 
has made them complacent. Their physical riches have blinded 
them to the reality of their spiritual impoverishment. Jesus invites 
them to respond to His invitation so they can truly see, and be-
come spiritually rich. He says, “Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock.” 

 The result of Laodicea’s complacency is a “lukewarm” faith. 
Not hot, not on fire for Jesus, but not cold, not dead, either. 
How do you think their wealth has led them to condition? 

 Would you be found guilty of sharing the lukewarm faith of 
Laodicea? What conditions in our cultural setting should we 
be aware might lead us to the same condition? What would 
opening the door to Jesus’ knock look like for you, or for us? 

Daily Study Guide                                  March 22-28, 2020 

Sermon Series: This Changes Everything 

Week Four: “From Levi to Matthew” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, March 22: Matthew 9:9-13 

“As Jesus continued on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at 

a kiosk for collecting taxes. He said to him, ‘Follow me,’ and he got up and 

followed Him. As Jesus sat down to eat in Matthew’s house, many tax col-

lectors and sinners joined Jesus and His disciples at the table. But when the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat 

with tax collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard it, He said, ‘Healthy 

people don’t need a doctor, but sick people do. Go and learn what this 

means: I want mercy and not sacrifice. I didn’t come to call righteous peo-

ple, but sinners.’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 
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Everyone affected by the 

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

The Hilley and Davidson 
families on the loss of  

Connie Davidson’s uncle,  
Melvin Hilley 

 
The Alber family on the loss 
of Amanda Alber’s father, 

Lloyd Abert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


