
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Gracious God, open my eyes to the pres-
ence of Christ in the world; give me ears 
to hear when Jesus calls me by name; 
and transform me into a person who is 
so astounded and overjoyed by the 
Good News of Jesus’ Resurrection that I 
cannot help but tell others, so that they 
too might experience this joy. I pray in 
Jesus’ holy name, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Activity: 
Do you know which of your friends at 
school go to a church, and which ones 
don’t? Do you ever talk about church 
with your friends? What would you tell 
them about your church if you did? 
Would you talk about the Sunday School 
lessons? Or about watching a baptism, 
or taking Communion? Or the donuts? 
Would you ever think of talking about 
Jesus? What God wants us to learn is 
that more than anything else, church is 
about how much Jesus loves us. God 
wants us to tell everyone about that 
love! Next time you have a chance to 
talk about church with a friend, don’t 
forget to say that that’s where you 
learned God loves you! 

MONDAY 3.30.20                                 Acts 8:26-40 
This week’s readings all focus on New Testament accounts of 
people sharing the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection. In 
today’s reading, Philip, an early follower of Jesus, encounters an 
Ethiopian eunuch who is returning from the Jerusalem temple. 
The man is reading from the book of Isaiah, and Philip relates the 
passage that the man is reading to the recent events of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. The man responds in faith, and asks if he 
is permitted to be baptized—as a eunuch, he would not have 
been permitted to enter the inner courts of the Jewish Temple. 
Philip immediately baptizes him, and the eunuch becomes a 
member of the brand new Christian community, afterward carry-
ing his newfound faith with him into distant Ethiopia. 

 What all do you think Philip included in telling the man “the 
Good News about Jesus”? 

 What is implied about who can be evangelized, and who is 
welcome into the Christian community, by the story of this 
Ethiopian eunuch convert? 

 Who are you most open to sharing the story of Jesus with? 
Who are you most reluctant to share with? 

TUESDAY 3.31.20                              Acts 16:16-34 
We read in this story about how Paul and Silas ended up in a pris-
on in the city of Philippi. While there, a violent earthquake broke 
the foundations and cell doors, enabling an easy escape. But 
when Paul and Silas, and the other prisoners stayed put, the jailer 
was astounded. What would cause such behavior? The answer 
was that Paul and Silas knew the jailer would be held accountable 
for their escape, perhaps even at the cost of his own life, and to 
protect him, they had remained. Their selfless act so impresses 
the jailer, that he is prepared to hear the gospel that motivated 
this act, and Paul and Silas “speak the Word of the Lord to him 
and his household.” The jailer and his whole family become be-
lievers and are baptized! 

 How does the behavior of Paul and Silas demonstrate life 
transformation in Christ? What do you think the prisoners 
would have done without Paul and Silas there? 

 Are there ways you could behave with others that would 
reflect the way of Jesus, but that would be so radical that a 
non-believer would become open to your sharing of the 
gospel? Would you act if that door were opened? 

WEDNESDAY 4.1.20                            Acts 26:1-32 
Paul eventually landed in prison again, in Jerusalem, after several 
years of spreading the gospel throughout modern-day Turkey and 
Greece. He languishes there for a couple of years under the local 
governorship of first Felix, then Festus. Under Festus, though, the 
newest “King of the Jews,” Herod Agrippa II, seeks an audience 
with Paul, in order to learn more about the Christian movement 
Paul is leading. Given permission to speak freely, Paul gives his 
personal history, from his childhood, to his persecution of the 
earliest Christians, through his “road to Damascus” conversion, 
and his evangelization in the synagogues. Paul seeks to convert 
even Festus and Agrippa to the way of Christ, and his arguments 
almost seem to convince—Agrippa sees no crime, and insists Paul 
could have been freed if the wheels were not in motion to send 
him to Rome. 

 Why does Paul weave his own personal story of transfor-
mation into his sharing of the gospel? What impact does 
that seem to make in the story? 

 Is sharing the gospel more about having to be an expert in 
Biblical interpretation, or about your own personal story? 
What does this passage suggest about that? 

THURSDAY 4.2.20               1 Corinthians 15:3-11 
Today’s passage is not so much a story of evangelism, as it is the 
content of Paul’s basic message. In this part of his first letter to 
the church in Corinth, Paul lays forth what he considers to be of 
“first importance” in the Gospel. Jesus’ death for our sins, His 
burial, and His resurrection on the third day are primary. The 
extent of the Resurrection appearances comes next, culminating 
in Paul’s own experience of the risen Christ. In humility, he iden-
tifies himself as the least of all those apostles who are proclaim-
ing Christ. And yet, they all preach the same core message—the 
message Paul implores the Corinthians to hold on to in faith. 

 Why do you think Paul calls these specific events “of first 
importance”? What things (not listed) might be, then, of 
“secondary importance”? 

 What do you consider to be “of first importance” in sharing 
the gospel? Does that align with Paul’s perspective? Do you 
think other aspects of the gospel need to be shared first, or 
do you think Paul’s “important” things should be shared 
first? Why? 



FRIDAY 4.3.20                            2 Timothy 3:10-4:5 
Today’s reading comes from a time late in Paul’s life. He is pass-
ing the torch of leadership to his protégé, Timothy, and giving 
him advice regarding the sharing of the gospel. He encourages 
Timothy to focus on the holy Scriptures, and to “preach the 
Word.” By this time, “the Word” has been code language for the 
gospel of Jesus. He advises Timothy that the pure Word will be 
met with rejection, and that people will prefer to turn to teachers 
who teach a different gospel from the one Paul has taught to 
Timothy. He implores Timothy to “keep his head, endure hard-
ship, and do the work of an evangelist.” The early believers recog-
nized this as advice that would endure through time, and the 
letter to Timothy, itself, became part of the canon of Scripture. 

 What seem to be Paul’s primary concerns about the next 
generation of Christians? How is Timothy to safeguard 
against those concerns? 

 What do you expect to encounter in sharing the gospel? 
Deception? Hardship? How will you handle those things? 

SATURDAY 4.4.20                                  1 John 1:1-4 
This letter was written by the apostle John. Notice how he em-
phasizes his first-hand witness to Jesus—how he has heard with 
his ears, seen with his eyes, and touched with his hands the reali-
ty of Jesus, the Word of life. John talks about this first-hand wit-
ness to Jesus, to provide validation to his own testimony. 
Throughout the rest of the letter, he gives voice to the love of 
God that he claims was the content of Jesus’ teaching and 
preaching. As a first-hand account of the content of Jesus’ mes-
sage, the letter of 1 John is a great place to understand more 
deeply the content of the gospel we are all called to share. 

 What does John imply is the relationship between believing 
the gospel, and having intimate fellowship with each other? 
Why do you think this is John’s starting point? 

 Love is the key to the rest of the letter. See especially 3:11-
20. How does sharing the gospel, proclaiming the Word of 
life, demonstrate real love? 

Daily Study Guide                                        March 29-April 4, 2020 

Sermon Series: This Changes Everything 

Week Five: “From Mary to the First Evangelist” - Rev. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, March 29: John 20:11-18 

“Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to 

look into the tomb. She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the 

body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. The angels 

asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ She replied, ‘They have taken 

away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.’ As soon as she had 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t 

know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who are 

you looking for?’ Thinking He was the gardener, she replied, ‘Sir, if you have 

carried Him away, tell me where you have put Him and I will get Him.’ Jesus 

said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned and said to Him in Aramaic, ‘Rabbouni,’ 

which means ‘Teacher.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t 

yet gone up to my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, “I’m 

going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary 

Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, ’I’ve seen the Lord.’ Then 

she told them what He said to her.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 
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Everyone affected by the 

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

The Wick and Andreas  
families on the loss of  

Peggy Andreas’s mother, 
Rosemary Wick 

 
The Sappington family on 

the loss of Phyllis  
Sappington’s husband,  

Al Sappington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


