
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Gracious God, lead me ever closer to the 
unity of the church that reflects Your 
Oneness. Fill me with humility, gentle-
ness, and patience, so that I can live a 
life worthy of Your Name. Reveal to me 
my giftedness, so that I might serve You 
in the way You have intended me to. I 
pray in the name of Jesus Christ my 
Lord, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
How have you felt about having to have 
school online during the past month? 
Have you been using the at-home Sun-
day School lessons that the church has 
been providing? Talk with your parents 
about what you like about having them 
lead your Sunday School lessons… but 
be honest and talk about what you miss 
about being able to come to the church 
for Sunday School. What other changes 
has your family made? What important 
parts of your life have NOT changed? 
Remember—God’s love for you is con-
stant, and never changes, even if the 
way we do church and Sunday School 
does! 

MONDAY 4.27.20                           Exodus 40:1-38 
This week, we are going to read passages of Scripture that take us 
through the history of the formal worship of God. As you read, 
think about how worship was forced to change as real-world 
political and social circumstances changed. It all begins here in 
Exodus 40, with the setting up of the Tabernacle, the portable 
worship facility that traveled with the Hebrews during all of their 
wilderness wanderings. Chapters 25 through 30 of Exodus con-
tained the detailed blueprints for this facility, and 35 through 39 
detailed its construction. Now, in chapter 40, the project is com-
pleted. The holy articles are set in their proper places, the entire 
facility is consecrated with oil, as are the priests who are to serve 
there. When God’s Presence descends upon the Tabernacle, the 
Hebrews know that God is living among them—a visible guide for 
their lives. 

 The Hebrews had never had a formal place to worship be-
fore. What changes do you think the establishment of this 
central place of worship would require of them? 

 How does the passage convey a strong sense of the sacred, 
of holiness, in its description of the Tabernacle? Why do you 
think this is important to convey? How is worship sacred? 

TUESDAY 4.28.20                              1 Kings 6:1-38 
Just imagine—for 480 years, the portable Tabernacle served as 
the place of worship for the Israelites. After the wilderness wan-
derings, when the Hebrews entered the Promised Land, it was 
carried across the Jordan River and set up at various sites includ-
ing Gilgal, Shiloh, and Bethel. When King David set up the seat of 
his kingdom in Jerusalem many years later, he brought the Taber-
nacle there (see 2 Samuel 6). Now, David’s son Solomon con-
structs a massive, beautiful, permanent Temple in Jerusalem. 
Chapters 7 and 8 will detail the furnishings and dedication of the 
Temple, and in Chapter 9, God consecrates the Temple, saying 
“My eyes and my heart will always be there.” This Temple be-
comes the center of all Jewish religious life—the place where the 
people come to worship, to offer sacrifices, and to seek atone-
ment for sin—wherever they might live. 

 How does the Temple compare with the Tabernacle? In fact, 
it is similar in pattern, but nearly twice as large. How does 
the Temple reflect God’s majesty? 

 What would the establishment of a permanent residence for 
God suggest to the Israelites? How does it create a sense of 
security? Would it be different for non-Jerusalem Jews? 

WEDNESDAY 4.29.20                 Jeremiah 52:1-30 
The Temple stood for about 370 years. Together with the Taber-
nacle, that makes 850 years in which the Israelites were able to 
worship God in the pattern prescribed by God with Moses at 
Mount Sinai! 850 years! Take a moment to consider the impact, 
then, when Nebuzaradan of Babylon destroyed it, along with the 
entire city of Jerusalem. The holy implements were melted down 
or carried away to Babylon. The priests were executed. While the 
poorest people stayed behind to work the land for their new 
overlords, most of the people were carried away into exile in 
Babylon. The Jewish prophets proclaimed two reasons for the 
desecration—the propensity of the people and their leaders to 
worship other gods and to ignore social justice. The world histori-
ans simply point to Babylon as a conquering war machine the 
likes of which the world had never seen before. 

 Consider the “security” the presence of God in His Temple 
suggested to the Israelites. Why do you think they failed to 
heed the prophets’ warnings? 

 If the Temple was the literal dwelling place of God to the 
Israelites, what all would its destruction imply? How would 
YOU have tried to adapt to a new reality from exile? 

THURSDAY 4.30.20                                Ezra 6:1-22 
The world situation changed drastically over the next 70 years. 
Babylon was conquered by Persia, with its even stronger con-
quering armies. The kings of Persia took a different approach 
from the Babylonian kings—rather than try to destroy the gods 
of their conquered territories, they sought their favor. Thus, the 
kings Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes released the Jews from their 
exile, and allowed them to reconstruct their Temple in Jerusalem 
(although they faced local opposition) and return the holy imple-
ments. In exile, the people had adapted to their new reality by 
creating a new place to study and pray to God—the synagogue. 
But there, they could not offer sacrifices to seek God’s atone-
ment. The Second Temple, while a far more modest structure 
than the First, would restore that part of their worship. Even 
after its completion, though, they would continue to meet in 
synagogue for prayer and study. 

 How do you think exiles who had only known worship at the 
Temple would have responded to the idea of synagogue? 

 How do you think those who returned to Jerusalem 70 years 
later, who had only known synagogue, would have respond-
ed to the restoration of Temple worship? 



FRIDAY 5.1.20                                       Luke 21:5-38 
The Second Temple served the Jews for more than the next 500 
years. Having been completed in 516 BC, it underwent a massive 
expansion and remodeling project under Herod the Great in the 
decades prior to Jesus’ birth. Herod’s Temple was truly magnifi-
cent, probably even surpassing the glory of Solomon’s Temple. 
No wonder the disciples, along with Jesus, could stand afar from 
it and marvel at its size and beauty. Astonishingly, Jesus tells 
them that appearances can be deceptive. Even this temple, Jesus 
says, will one day be destroyed. True to human nature, the disci-
ples want the inside scoop. When? Will there be a sign? Jesus 
prophetically describes the destruction of Jerusalem, including 
the Temple, by Roman forces that will occur about 40 years later, 
in 70 AD. But He also promises them—even so, “my words will 
never pass away.” 

 What do you think Jesus’ teaching in today’s passage would 
have implied about the role of a physical temple in the com-
ing “Kingdom of God” He had been proclaiming? 

 How do Jesus’ words prepare His people for the fact that 
followers of God should expect turmoil and tribulation 
throughout their history—affecting even how they worship? 

SATURDAY 5.2.20                           Hebrews 9:1-28 
The writer of Hebrews takes the entire history of Jewish worship 
that we have been following this week, and interprets it as a tem-
porary and physical representation of “greater and more perfect” 
spiritual realities. We do not need priests to carry blood sacrifices 
into a temple building to offer them to God—because Jesus car-
ries His own blood into the presence of God in heaven. Whereas 
physical buildings and human institutions always exist with the 
potential of destruction by invading armies or social reforms, 
Christianity proclaims that those things are irrelevant in Christ—
nothing, absolutely nothing, can destroy our true place of wor-
ship. We worship God in heaven, where Jesus always and forever 
offers His blood as atonement for our sin. Whatever physical or 
cultural changes to our worship might be thrust upon us, it can-
not change this reality. Our church, our worship, our faith, is truly 
indestructible. 

 How do you respond to changes to the physical structures 
that give tangible form to our worship? How do you think 
the writer of Hebrews would respond to them? Are they the 
reality itself, or just a shadow of it? 

 How do YOU think the church should respond to rapidly-
changing realities in our world today? 

Daily Study Guide                                           April 26-May 2, 2020 

Sermon Series: U R The Church 

Week One: “Everything Old is New Again” - Rev. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, April 26: Ephesians 4:1-6; 11-13 

“Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage you to live as people 

worthy of the call you received from God. Conduct yourselves with all hu-

mility, gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love, and make an 

effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties you togeth-

er. You are one body and one spirit, just as God called you in one hope. 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all, 

who is over all, through all, and in all. … He gave some apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers. His purpose 

was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and building up the body 

of Christ until we all reach the unity of faith and knowledge in God’s Son. 

God’s goal is for us to become mature adults—to be fully grown, measured 

by the standard of the fullness of Christ.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

 
Margaret Waite 
Clyde Hesseman 
Lynn Hesseman 
Mary Stevens 

Doug Nash 
Charlotte Ottley 
Vicki Robinson 

Delaney Digman 
Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent 
Peggy Cruse 

Bill Cruse 
Sophia Miller 
Judy Hoffman 
Nini Schneider 

 
Everyone affected by the 

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

The Derryberry family on 
the loss of Karen  

Derryberry’s husband,  
Mike Derryberry  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


