
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Loving God, I seek to be obedient to 
Your words, and I seek to love You with 
all my heart, soul, and strength. I thank 
you for Your grace, by which I am able to 
grow in my love for You. Remind me, 
always, of who YOU are, of whose I am, 
and of my responsibility to propagate 
my faith to future generations. I pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
During Lent, our at-home Sunday School 
lessons asked you to set up an altar 
where you could place things to remind 
us of the story of Jesus, to pray, and to 
have a family learning time. Did your 
family set up an altar? Whether or not 
you did, talk with your parents about 
how you might make a special place in 
your house for you to worship Jesus, and 
for you to talk with your family about 
Jesus. How would you decorate a special 
place for Jesus? What things remind you 
of Him? How would you make a family 
worship time something your family 
would look forward to? Ask your parents 
if you could do those things! 

MONDAY 5.4.20                                    Ruth 1:1-18 
The story of Ruth takes place in ancient times—about 1000 to 
1400 BC. Elimelech and Naomi were forced out of their 
hometown of Bethlehem by a famine, and resettled in the land of 
Moab. The Moabites were known to be distant relations to the 
Hebrews, tracing their common roots to Abraham’s father. The 
sons of Elimelech and Naomi married Moabite women named 
Orpah and Ruth, but eventually Elimelech and both sons died in 
Moab. When the famine in Bethlehem ended, Naomi meant to 
return alone. While Orpah was content to return to her family of 
origin, Ruth insisted on accompanying Naomi, even knowing she 
would be an outsider among the people of Judah. The rest of the 
book of Ruth is a beautiful story of the power of family ties—even 
through distant relationships, and non-blood relationships. 

 In Judaism, the book of Ruth is read in synagogue annually at 
the festival of Pentecost. The theme of outsiders being wel-
comed as insiders runs throughout the story. Who are you 
willing to embrace as “family”? 

 Why do you think Ruth was willing to risk being excluded in 
Bethlehem as an outsider to stay with Naomi? What, in your 
experience, creates loyalty within families units? 

TUESDAY 5.5.20          1 Samuel 1:19-28; 2:12-26 
Samuel’s mother, Hannah, prayed for a son out of the depths of 
her barren sadness. When her prayer was answered, she took her 
just-weaned little boy to the priest Eli at the Tabernacle, so that 
he could grow up in service to the God who had answered his 
mother’s prayer. Eli’s own sons were terrible, ignoring the teach-
ing of their father and making a mockery of the required Jewish 
sacrifices. But Samuel paid attention, helped Eli however he 
could, and “grew in stature and favor with the LORD.”  

 Why do you think Samuel grew up with different values from 
Eli’s other sons, even though they grew up in the same kind 
of environment? What role do you see Hannah playing in 
Samuel’s spiritual formation, according to the story? 

 What impact do you think parents or other caregiving adults 
have on the spiritual development of their children? How do 
you think Samuel was taught about his mother’s spiritual 
devotion and dedication? 

 Who are the children in your sphere of influence who will 
benefit from your spiritual presence?  

WEDNESDAY 5.6.20                               Proverbs 3 
The first chapters of the book of Proverbs are filled with the 
teaching of an ancient Jewish father for his son—although the 
words are equally applicable in today’s world for mothers and 
daughters! General instructions like “trust in the LORD with all 
your heart” are interspersed with more specific, practical instruc-
tion like “do not say to your neighbor, ‘come back later, I’ll give it 
tomorrow,’ when you now have it with you.” The idea that runs 
throughout these chapters is the need for young people to “learn 
wisdom” - to develop the moral character to choose the wise 
course of action over the foolish one, even though the foolish 
one is often more attractive and immediately gratifying. The re-
peated admonition is “Remember my words… don’t forget my 
teaching.” It is as if the writer knows how hard it is to instill a 
moral foundation in the next generation. 

 From the reading, whose job did it appear to be to provide a 
moral foundation in the time Proverbs was written? 

 Today, children are taught character education in the public 
schools, and are taught to “trust in the LORD with all your 
heart” at Sunday School. If you are a parent or grandparent, 
how are these lessons being reinforced in your home? 

THURSDAY 5.7.20                           Mark 10:13-16 
Many adults today were raised in a world in which the phrase 
“children should be seen and not heard” was firmly adhered to. 
In Jesus’ day, children were not even to be SEEN. Little children 
were as low on the social hierarchy as can be imagined, and be-
lieved to be of little consequence, largely because the mortality 
rate was so high among them. So when parents brought Jesus 
their children so he could touch them, to hopefully protect them 
from the fate of death, the disciples saw this as a waste of Jesus’ 
valuable time. “They’re only children, Jesus has more important 
things to do,” they thought. But Jesus sets the record straight 
immediately. God welcomes children, and parents who seek 
God’s blessing for their children are to be encouraged, not hin-
dered!  

 What do you think Jesus means when He says to “receive 
the Kingdom of God like a little child”? How do children 
receive gifts? How are you receiving the Kingdom of God 
that God seeks to give you? 

 Are you doing everything you can to ensure that children 
are welcomed in the church? What can you do, personally, 
to ensure that children are able to know Jesus’ blessing? 



FRIDAY 5.8.20                                        Acts 20:7-12 
In the book of Acts, we often read about the conversion to Chris-
tianity of entire families during Paul’s missionary journeys. These 
conversions would include a commitment by these families to 
raise their children in the faith. The “young man” Eutychus in 
today’s story is probably between 8 and 14 years old. The story 
shows us very clearly that even in the earliest days of the church, 
young people were welcome at the church gatherings. At the 
same time, it shows clearly that young people have been falling 
asleep during sermons since the earliest days of the church! Of 
course, this sermon is running past midnight, and apparently Paul 
just kept talking “on and on,” so perhaps Eutychus wasn’t the 
only one getting sleepy! After Eutychus was healed from his fall 
from the window, Paul kept preaching, until it was daylight again.  

 Why do you think Eutychus’ parents allowed him to stay up 
so late to hear Paul preach? How important would some-
thing have to be for you to allow a child to stay up late to be 
a part of it? 

 If you are a parent or grandparent of children, do you bring 
them to worship with you, or do you think “They’d just fall 
asleep anyway”? What does today’s story imply about that? 

SATURDAY 5.9.20                           Ephesians 6:1-4 
Today’s reading is part of a longer “household code” that Paul 
includes in his letter to the church in Ephesus. Relationships be-
tween husbands and wives, children and parents, and slaves and 
masters are all addressed in this longer section of the letter. 
While the context for many of these relationships is different 
today than it was in Paul’s day, the key verse for us to think about 
today is 6:4—“As for parents, don’t provoke your children to 
anger, but raise them with discipline and instruction about the 
Lord” (Common English Bible translation). Paul insists that par-
ents are to train their children in the ways of Jesus, while being 
careful not to “provoke them to anger” … “exasperate them” in 
the New International Version translation! While much has 
changed in 2000 years, parents today, as then, should not aban-
don their responsibility to be the primary “faith instructors” for 
their children. 

 What is needed in order for families to be equipped to “train 
and instruct” in the ways of the Lord? 

 What do you think is the role of the church Sunday School in 
doing that? What do you think is the role of parents in doing 
that? How should they work together? Feel free to share 
your thoughts with Pastor David or Pastor Greg! 

Daily Study Guide                                                      May 3-9, 2020 

Sermon Series: U R The Church 

Week Two: “Safe at Home” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, May 3: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

“Now these are the commandments, the regulations, and the case laws 

that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you to follow in the land 

you are entering to possess, so that you will fear the LORD your God by 

keeping all His regulations and His commandments that I am commanding 

you—both your sons and daughters—all the days of your life and so that 

you will lengthen your life. Listen to them, Israel! Follow them carefully so 

that things will go well for you and so that you will continue to multiply 

exactly as the LORD, your ancestors’ God, promised you, in a land full of 

milk and honey. Israel, listen! Our God is the LORD! Only the LORD! Love 

the LORD your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your strength. 

These words that I am commanding you today must always be on your 

minds. Recite them to your children. Talk about them when you are sitting 

around your house and when you are out and about, when you are lying 

down and when you are getting up. Tie them on your hand as a sign. They 

should be on your forehead as a symbol. Write them on your household’s 

doorframes and on your city gates.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

 
Carl Reipl 

Crothers family 
Pastor David Israel 

Rachel 
Doug Nash 

Charlotte Ottley 
Vicki Robinson 

Delaney Digman 
Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent 
Peggy Cruse 

Bill Cruse 
Sophia Miller 
Judy Hoffman 
Nini Schneider 

 
Everyone affected by the 

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

The Reipl and Gibbons  
families on the loss of  

Juanita Reipl 
 

The Derryberry family on 
the loss of Karen  

Derryberry’s husband,  
Mike Derryberry  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


