
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help 

you begin your time with God 

each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, I give You thanks for the 

church. Help me to fulfill my calling 

to evangelism, discipleship, mission, 

and prayer. Help me to conform my 

life to the model set forth for me by 

both Jesus and Paul. I pray in the 

holy name of Christ my Lord, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
If you were asked “why do you go to 

church,” you would probably answer “to 

learn about Jesus” - and that is a very 

good answer! Learning more about Je-

sus is a very important part of what 

church is for! It even has a big name—

”discipleship”! But did you know that 

churches have some other important 

purposes? One is to make sure other 

people know how much God loves 

them—we call that “evangelism.” An-

other one is to make sure people who 

are in need get the help they need—we 

call that “mission.” So next time some-

one asks why you go to church, try one 

of those answers instead! 

MONDAY 7.6.20                   Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3 
Our readings this week will lead us through several New Testa-
ment passages that reflect the reality of church life in the earliest 
days of Christianity. As we read, we should think about what we 
see the church actually doing, but also about what kinds of prob-
lems or issues the church seems to be facing. The story in Acts 2, 
of the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon the disci-
ples, is often cited as the “birthday of the church,” but here, in 
our story from Acts 11, we see the origins of the church in Anti-
och, where believers were first called “Christians.” The church in 
Antioch became one of the five most prominent churches in early 
Christianity, along with Jerusalem, Alexandria, Constantinople, 
and Rome. It was the center from which the gospel began to radi-
ate to the wider world, as we see it, in the short passage from 
Acts 13, sending Barnabas and Saul (Paul) out to evangelize in 
modern-day Cyprus and Turkey. 

 Look again at verses 11:25-26. What activity of the Jerusa-
lem church helped the Antioch church to thrive? 

 What does the movement from Jerusalem to Antioch, and 
then from Antioch to Cyprus/Turkey, suggest should be a 
primary purpose of organized churches? 

TUESDAY 7.7.20                                 Acts 28:17-31 
By the end of the book of Acts, Paul has made three missionary 
journeys across modern day Cyprus, Turkey, and Greece. His ac-
tivities caused him to face many trials, including several arrests. 
After returning to Jerusalem at the end of his third journey, Paul 
was seized and forced to defend himself before the Jerusalem 
Jewish High Council. When a murder plot was uncovered, Paul 
escaped to Caesarea to await trial. When it seemed he would be 
forced to return to Jerusalem to stand trial, Paul, a Roman citizen, 
appealed to Caesar to stand trial in Rome instead. In today’s 
reading, we see that even though he was under house arrest in 
Rome, he did not stop preaching the gospel. He even convinced 
local Jewish leaders to listen to his message. While some were 
convinced, others scoffed, prompting Paul to quote Isaiah to 
compare them to their stiff-necked ancestors. For two years, 
though, while awaiting trial, Paul was able to continue to preach 
and teach from his home, strengthening the Christians in Rome 
the entire time. 

 What do you think motivated Paul to continue to preach and 

teach regardless of his personal circumstances?  

 How can the church today emulate Paul’s commitment? 

WEDNESDAY 7.8.20                    1 Timothy 3:1-16 
When we read 1 Timothy, it immediately becomes obvious that 
by the time of the writing of this letter, “church” has become far 
more organized than we saw in Acts. There are clearly defined 
leadership roles—depending on the translation you read, you will 
find these roles with names like “bishop,” or “overseer,” or 
“supervisor,” or “deacon,” or “servant.” Even the language of 
“church” itself seems to be well-established. Perhaps one of the 
most surprising verses here is 3:15b—”it is the church of the liv-
ing God and the backbone and support of the truth” (CEB). This is 
why Paul, in writing the letter to his protégé, Timothy, insists on 
such high moral character in the church’s leadership. The church 
is the place where the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ is to be 
safeguarded and that can therefore serve as the foundation for 
Christian’s lives. If members of a church do not see evidence that 
its leadership has been transformed by Christ, they will see no 
reason to make Christ the foundation for their own lives, either. 

 What do you think of the explicit expectations for church 
leaders? Are they realistic and achievable? 

 How would you feel if your church were led (clergy or lay 
leaders) by people who were failures in these areas? 

THURSDAY 7.9.20                             James 1:19-27 
Today’s passage from James is the source of the familiar lan-
guage “be doers of the word.” Even before our Bible was com-
piled, there were Christians who thought the Christian life was all 
about hearing an inspirational message and then going home. 
But James condemns the idea that we can claim to have faith but 
not put into practice what we hear. It is important to see that 
James is not suggesting that what we do impacts our salvation. 
Rather, he is affirming Jesus’ teaching that “only those who do 
the will of my Father who is in heaven will enter” (Matthew 
7:21). When our hearts respond to God’s salvation, they are 
moved to true devotion to God—doing God’s will. For James, 
that will is seen most clearly in mission, and specifically, “to care 
for orphans and widows in their difficulties.” Having been forgiv-
en, and cleansed, by Christ’s salvation, true devotion also ex-
presses itself in continuing to persevere toward holiness—
”keeping the world from contaminating us.” A truly sanctified 
church is a church in mission with the poor. 

 Why does James say those who hear, but do not do, the 

word, are misleading themselves? 

 How might your devotion to God be “pure and faultless”? 



FRIDAY 7.10.20                                              3 John 1-15 
Today’s reading is one of the shortest books in the Bible—you’re 
reading the entire letter known as “Third John.” It’s not a book 
that gets read or studied very often, probably because it’s so 
short! But did you notice what kind of church problems the writer 
of the letter was addressing, and what kind of church behavior 
the writer commended? On one hand, the writer of the letter 
(who calls himself “the elder”) commends his friend Gaius for his 
hospitality, and encourages him to continue to support the mis-
sionaries (perhaps, teachers or evangelists) from the elder’s 
church who have come his way. But at the same time, he con-
demns the actions of Diotrephes, another church leader of some 
kind who manifests the exact opposite attitude and seems to be 
in some sort of power struggle with “the elder.” The elder en-
courages Gaius to hold the good man, Demetrius, as his example 
of a Christian lifestyle, rather than the evil Diotrephes. 

 Does it surprise you to find such a personal letter within the 
Scriptures of the New Testament? Why do you think this 
letter was included in Scripture? What can it teach us? 

 How are you doing at extending hospitality? Are you 
“gossiping maliciously” about anyone or any church? 

SATURDAY 7.11.20                         Revelation 2:1-3:21 
This is a rather long passage for a daily reading—but the intimi-
dating book of Revelation begins with a series of messages to 
seven churches that were located in what is today western Tur-
key. Notice the kinds of things that are condemned and the kinds 
of things that are commended in these messages. By the time 
Revelation was written, institutionalized church was a reality. 
Enough time had elapsed since Christ’s death and resurrection 
that many churches had started to become complacent, to adopt 
non-Christian practices, and even to suffer martyrdom for their 
faith. As we read these messages, we can see that even when 
churches are doing great, there are often insidious practices or 
attitudes that threaten their existence. The letters don’t sugar-
coat this reality, and let the churches know exactly what has to 
change if they want to be obedient to God’s will for them. At the 
same time, some churches simply need to be warned that they 
exist in a dangerous world—whether the threat is suffering and 
death or the infiltration of anti-Christian doctrine. 

 How do you think these messages were an encouragement 
to these churches? 

 What do you think are the biggest threats to your church 
today? What should be commended … or condemned? 

Daily Study Guide                                            July 5-July 11, 2020 

Sermon Series: The People Called Methodists 

Week Four: “Wesley and Church” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, July 5: Acts 20:20-21, 27-28, 35-36 

“’You know I held back nothing that would be helpful so that I could pro-

claim to you and teach you both publicly and privately in your homes. You 

know I have testified to both Jews and Greeks that they must change their 

hearts and lives as they turn to God and have faith in our Lord Jesus. … I 

haven’t avoided proclaiming the entire plan of God to you. Watch your-

selves and the whole flock, in which the Holy Spirit has placed you as super-

visors, to shepherd God’s church, which He obtained with the death of His 

own Son. … In everything I have shown you that, by working hard, we must 

help the weak. In this way we remember the Lord Jesus’ words: “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.”’ After He said these things, He knelt down 

with all of them to pray.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Our communities suffering  
from the violence 

 
Our community, country  

and world 
 

The  Combs family on the loss of 
Benjamin Combs, father of  

Rodney Combs 
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