
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help 

you begin your time with God 

each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, help us to learn to disa-

gree in love. Make us wise in our 

interactions with others, so that our 

words turn away wrath, rather than 

stirring up anger. Give us the wis-

dom to know when our words are 

needed, and when it is better to keep 

quiet. We seek to become people 

who heal division, and who make 

Your Kingdom visible on earth.  We 

pray in the name of Jesus, our Sav-

ior. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

 

Family Time: 
What was the last really big disagree-

ment you had with a friend? Were you 

tempted to talk about your friend be-

hind their back? Did you want to tell 

other friends about it so you could win 

people over to “your side” of the argu-

ment? The Bible has lots of stories of 

people who had disagreements. But 

Jesus taught us that even when we disa-

gree, we have to treat the other person 

with respect and kindness. We know we 

can do a lot of damage to other people 

with our words, and God wants us to 

only use our words to make people feel 

good, not bad! 

MONDAY 8.10.20                         Exodus 21:12-36 
Our reading today comes from ancient Israel’s law code concern-
ing how to deal with personal injuries. We have to read these 
laws through an ancient lens, or we will get caught up in ques-
tions that might be important, but distract from the point, like, 
“why does killing require more killing?” Or, “why doesn’t the 
Bible condemn slavery?” For the purposes of our study, we need 
to recognize that prior to the setting down of laws, life in ancient 
Israel was anarchy. People took whatever revenge they believed 
was appropriate when they experienced, or perceived, harm. The 
law codes, while seemingly primitive today, set a basis for the 
concept of “justice,” providing some level of equity, and ensuring 
the punishment fit the crime. By setting down specific penalties 
for specific crimes, escalation of vengeance between disagreeing 
parties was halted. The most common types of incidents that 
might arise among the people were identified and specific pun-
ishments instituted that made the penalty equal to, and no more 
than, the loss. 

• What benefit do you see in everyone agreeing to a pre-
scribed set of penalties for injury? How are you tempted to 
respond to personal injury? 

TUESDAY 8.11.20                           1 Kings 3:16-28 
Even with prescribed penalties for personal injury, the laws could 
not fit every situation. When two women approached Solomon 
insisting that a dead baby belonged to the other, while a live baby 
belonged to them, Solomon had to use wisdom to settle the disa-
greement. He counted on the love of the mother of the living 
baby and the grief and envy of the mother of the dead baby in 
proposing a solution to the disagreement. We can acknowledge 
that Solomon’s proposed solution was incredibly risky—what if 
BOTH women had said “No, don’t kill the baby!”? The point, 
though, is that Solomon was able to defuse a potentially explo-
sive disagreement through the use of loving wisdom and deep 
insight into the human condition. The people praised Solomon’s 
perception and his ability to find the path to justice in a seemingly 
impossible situation.  

• What insights into humanity did Solomon draw on in making 

his proposal? 

• Do you take into account the personal experience of the 

other person when you are in a disagreement? 

• How might doing so help resolve differences you have expe-

rienced? 

WEDNESDAY 8.12.20                  Matthew 5:43-48 
Jesus gets right to the point in this, one of His most challenging 
teachings of all. Love your enemies. Pray for those who persecute 
or harass you. Why? “So that you may be children of your Father 
who is in heaven.” If God even takes care of people who are an-
tagonistic toward Him (theologians call this “prevenient grace”), 
then those who purport to want to align their wills with God’s, 
will do likewise. The ancient world was built on a system of reci-
procity, patronage, and the expectation that “if I scratch your 
back, you’ll scratch mine.” The only reason for me to go out of my 
way to do something for someone else was if there was an expec-
tation that it would ultimately benefit me. Tax collectors and 
“pagans” upheld that system, but Jesus expects more from His 
followers. Even when we disagree with someone to the point that 
we consider them an “enemy,” we are commanded to love them, 
and to treat them that way. Look back at Matthew 5:20. The com-
mand to love our enemies is, precisely, the “surpassing righteous-
ness” that Jesus calls us to. 

• What examples can you point to where Christians are clearly 
not being obedient to this teaching? What examples can you 
point to where Christians are? Are you striving for this? 

THURSDAY 8.13.20                      Romans 14:1-13 
Paul makes it crystal clear. Jesus, as Lord, is the final arbiter. 
When we accept Christ as our Lord, that is what we accept, and 
what we give up includes our right to pass final judgment. “To 
our own master we stand or fall,” and Jesus is our master. This 
does not mean “anything goes,” or that false teaching should not 
be challenged. We covered that territory in last week’s study of 
essentials and non-essentials. But Christians must work, in love, 
to understand one another’s differences. Even when we criticize, 
we are not to do it in a condemning manner. In disagreements, 
our human nature wants to tear the other down along with their 
arguments, to gain a victory over them so we can feel superior. 
Paul reminds us our Christian purpose is always to build the oth-
er up, not to tear them down. Our Bishop, Robert Farr, often 
reminds us that sometimes that is as simple as beginning our 
argument with the words, “I might be wrong, but ….” Loving the 
other through our disagreements requires an overabundance of 
the humility that Christ calls us to. 

• Are you so confident in your disagreements with others that 

you would stand before God and say “I know I’m right”? 

• How would letting Jesus be judge change your behavior? 



FRIDAY 8.14.20                                     Philippians 4:1-9 
Throughout his letter to the church in Philippi, Paul has implored 
them to emulate Christ’s humility in their dealings with each oth-
er. He has encouraged them to share “the mind of Christ,” and to 
continue to grow in the righteousness that comes through faith in 
Christ. Now, at the end of his letter, he gets personal in his appeal 
for unity. We do not know what the dispute between Euodia and 
Syntyche was all about, but they certainly did! What we do know 
is that it was causing enough trouble in the church at Philippi for 
Paul to call it out. He also appeals to a “loyal yokefellow,” or 
“loyal friend” (or perhaps, this too is a name, “Syzygus”) and a 
man named Clement to help them work it out. If they can ap-
proach this disagreement gently, without anxiety, and with a 
hefty dose of prayer, they will be granted peace. Paul advises 
them—don’t focus on the bad, but the good. Is it possible that it 
is in the heat of disagreement that we have the best opportunity 
to put “what we have learned, received, heard and seen” about 
the gospel into practice? Paul seems to think so. 

• How helpful do you think Paul’s letter would have been to-
ward resolving Euodia’s and Syntyche’s disagreement? 

• What does the lack of detail suggest Paul expected of them? 

SATURDAY 8.15.20                                        Titus 3:9-11 
Paul’s words to Titus begin along the lines of what we have seen 
and focused on last week—don’t get involved in foolish, unprofit-
able arguments. But we might be surprised by his much more 
specific advice concerning a “divisive person.” It is basically 
“three strikes and you’re out.” Warn them about their behavior 
once. If it continues, warn them a second time. But “after that, 
have nothing to do with them.” This is not a definitive statement 
that a divisive person can never repent of their ways—Jesus said 
we must forgive repeatedly, praying for repentance. And last 
week, in 2 Timothy 2:24-26 we saw Paul calling for exceeding 
patience in dealing with those we disagree with, praying for them 
to “come to their senses.” But here, the issue seems to be atti-
tude. There is a difference between engaging in teaching and 
discussion with someone constructively, and someone who is 
being intentionally divisive and destructive. We must hear what 
Paul says here— we do not avoid them as a means of condemna-
tion. Their own actions condemn them. The purpose of avoiding 
them is to avoid division, the natural outcome of divisiveness. As 
always, Paul desires unity in his churches. 

• How are you a divisive person? How do you handle divisive 
people? How can you become a unifying person? 

Daily Study Guide                                               August 9-15, 2020 

Sermon Series: The Fine Art of Disagreement 

Week Three: “Disagreement and Love” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, August 9: Proverbs 15:1-4 

“A sensitive answer turns back wrath, but an offensive word stirs up anger. 

The tongue of the wise enhances knowledge, but the mouth of a fool gush-

es with stupidity. The LORD’s eyes are everywhere, keeping watch on evil 

and good people. Wholesome speech is a tree of life, but dishonest talk 

breaks the spirit.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Everyone affected by the  
COVID-19 outbreak 

 
 

Our community, country  
and world 

 
 

The Ramirez and Crothers family 
on the loss of Linda Crother's 

uncle, Domingo Ramierz 
 

The Loehr, Chaney, and Novatny 
families on the loss of family 

member, Pat Loehr 
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