
My Prayer Journal 
Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each day. 

Then, pray for church requests and 

personal friends and needs. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, thank You for giving me a 
story that can serve as a case study for 
how to disagree. Help me to emulate 
Jesus in all I say and do. Through the 
presence of Your Holy Spirit, help me to 
always engage others in a spirit of gen-
tleness and respect. I pray in the name of 
Jesus, the Messiah. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
Are there children in your neighborhood 
or in your class in school who none of 
the other kids seem to want to hang out 
with? What is it about them that makes 
them an outsider? Jesus never let things 
about other people prevent Him from 
talking to them or meeting with them, 
even if He disagreed with what they 
believed or how they acted. Jesus want-
ed everyone to know that God loved 
them, so there was no one He wouldn’t 
sit down with or talk with. Jesus wants 
us to do the same thing. Next time you 
see someone being left out, think about 
how you can let them know you want to 
include them. 

MONDAY 8.17.20                2 Kings 17:1-6; 24-41 
The story from the Gospel of John that serves as this week’s ser-
mon “Case Study” depends to some extent on an understanding 
of the deep division that existed between the Jews and Samari-
tans of Jesus’ day. Today’s reading gives some of the historical 
context for the differences in worship practices between the Jews 
in Jerusalem and the Samaritans. 700 years before Jesus, the 
Jewish people in the southern kingdom of Judah, based in Jerusa-
lem, were already estranged from their relatives in the northern 
kingdom, based in Samaria, who had set up a rival religious sys-
tem on Mount Gerizim. When Assyria overran the city of Samaria 
in 722 BC, at first the Jews were deported and other Assyrian 
conquered peoples were imported to the city. When they were 
ravaged by lions, the king of Assyria decided the God of the land 
(Yahweh) must need to be appeased, so he returned priests from 
Samaria to teach the people how to worship Yahweh (God). But 
from the Jewish perspective in Jerusalem, this only made the 
worship happening in Samaria even more corrupt, as the Samari-
tans merged worship of other gods with worship of Yahweh.  

 Why do you think “where to worship” was so important to 
the woman? What is important to you in worship? 

TUESDAY 8.18.20                         Ezra 1:2-8; 4:1-5 
About 140 years after Samaria fell to Assyria, Jerusalem fell to 
Babylonia, destroying the Temple and exiling residents to Baby-
lon. But then Babylonia fell to Persia, and in chapter 1 of Ezra, we 
read the king of Persia’s edict to the Jews in Babylon to return to 
Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. But in chapter 4, we see some 
of the descendants of the long-ago transplanted Assyrians, who 
merged worship of God and other gods, wanting to help the Jews 
from Babylon with the rebuilding effort. The Jews adamantly 
refuse the help, and the locals set out to frustrate the rebuilding 
efforts. The Jews had both political and religious reasons for re-
fusing the help—the king had only authorized their construction 
efforts, not that of the locals. Furthermore, they had no desire to 
taint the purity of the new Temple with labor from worshippers 
of other gods, even if they also worshipped Yahweh. The record 
of this story in Israel’s Scriptures reinforced the animosity be-
tween Jews and Samaritans even into Jesus’ day. 

 Do you feel like the Jews setting out to rebuild the Temple 
should have accepted the help? Remember that the Jews 
believed Jerusalem had fallen, and they had been exiled to 
Babylon, for failure to keep their faith free of idol worship. 

WEDNESDAY 8.19.20                          Luke 7:24-36 
John the Baptist and Jesus took very different approaches to 
teaching about God. John’s ministry focused on a call to repent-
ance, for people to see themselves as sinners in need of salva-
tion. His simple lifestyle, abstinence, and modesty fit his message 
well. Jesus, on the other hand, attended public gatherings and 
dinners with all strata of society in solidarity with humanity, 
demonstrating God’s willingness to forgive everyone. Yet both of 
them, the reclusive John and the outgoing Jesus, encountered 
conflict with the religious leadership. John was accused of demon
-possession because of his strict lifestyle, and Jesus was accused 
of drunkenness, gluttony, and sin because of His associations. The 
point is that those who are out to create division and strife will 
look for, and probably find, evidence to substantiate allegations. 
The threat of such a response did not deter John, or Jesus, from 
fulfilling their God-given missions. Conflict just comes with the 
territory, and sometimes we just need to refuse to play along 
with our opponents’ childish games. 

 When have you been the victim of a twisted allegation? How 
did you respond—with anger, or with insightful wisdom? 

THURSDAY 8.20.20                    Ephesians 6:10-18 
In our study on disagreement, we have seen that at times the 
apostle Paul has advocated compromise, and at times he has 
insisted on standing firm in our beliefs. We have also seen that 
the Bible is not always as direct as we might want it to be, and 
needs to be interpreted, resulting in sometimes tighter, some-
times looser boundaries being drawn around Christian belief. In 
today’s reading, Paul is addressing the need to stand firm in 
those truly essential beliefs. He portrays disagreements about 
fundamental matters of Christian faith as spiritual warfare, and 
insists that Christians must arm themselves for the fight. But the 
true meaning is what stands behind the metaphor—truth, right-
eousness, peace, faith, salvation, and the word of God are our 
defensive “armor.” Paul wants us to understand that in these 
truly important disagreements, our battle is not with the “flesh 
and blood” that disagrees with us, but with spiritual forces of evil 
that seek to create division and chaos rather than unity and or-
der. 

 Have you ever felt that your basic beliefs in the essentials of 
Christianity are being attacked? How have you been protect-
ed? Do you acknowledge their true source? 



FRIDAY 8.21.20                                1 Peter 3:13-17 
In this passage, Peter addresses those times when others may 
want to be confrontational with us about our faith. Peter says we 
need to be able to “give the reason for the hope you have.” Chris-
tians should be able to articulate the reasons for their faith. But 
we must do that with gentleness and respect, even if the other is 
malicious towards us. Some might ask, “why is it so important to 
be gentle and respectful toward malicious people?” Peter’s point 
is that arguments will never convince anyone to love God. The 
Gospel will always be heard better when it is shared with gentle-
ness and respect. But what is true about disagreements about the 
gospel is true about disagreements in general. We need to be 
able to state the reasons for our positions to those who disagree 
with us, but we need to do that with gentleness and respect, 
even if the other side does not. We can do that without compro-
mising our own beliefs and values. Unfortunately, what is often 
modeled for us today is harsh and disrespectful, rather than gen-
tle and respectful.  

 For who, or what subjects, do you have a hard time engaging 
in disagreement “with gentleness and respect”? 

 What are tangible steps you might take to begin doing so? 

SATURDAY 8.22.20                           1 John 3:11-16 
The biblical answer to how Christians should treat those they 
disagree with is simple, yet hard. Love one another. But what 
does that love look like? It looks like laying down your life for the 
other, even if you disagree with them. The way of “the world” (to 
use Paul’s language) is to be violent toward those who are striv-
ing for righteousness. Cain murdered Abel in violent passion, 
because Cain was jealous of God’s declaration of Abel’s right-
eousness. Jesus, on the other hand, laid down His life for the 
world, even though the world hated Him. We should not be sur-
prised when “the world” responds to a disagreement with our 
faith beliefs with hate. Even so, we are called to emulate the self-
giving love of Christ … but it is impossible to do that on our own. 
The promise of the gospel is that through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we can be empowered to grow into Christ-like love.  

 Are you able to continue to love those people you disagree 
with, or does your disagreement spill over into your attitude 
toward them? 

 If you feel like you DO love them, how would those people 
recognize your love for them? 

 If not, what can you do to grow in your love for others? 

Daily Study Guide                                               August 16-22, 2020 

Sermon Series: The Fine Art of Disagreement 

Week Four: “A Case Study” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, August 16: John 4:4-26 

“Jesus had to go through Samaria. He came to a Samaritan city called Sy-

char, which was near the land Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 

well was there. It was about noon. Jesus was tired from His journey, so He 

sat down at the well. A Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water. 

… The woman said, ’Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors wor-

shipped on this mountain, but you and your people say that it is necessary 

to worship in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ’Believe me, woman, the time is 

coming when you and your people will worship the Father neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem. You and your people worship what you don’t 

know; we worship what we know because salvation is from the Jews. But 

the time is coming—and is here!– when true worshipers will worship in 

spirit and truth. The Father looks for those who worship Him this way. God 

is spirit, and it is necessary to worship God in spirit and truth. The woman 

said, ’I know that the Messiah is coming, the one who is called the Christ. 

When He comes, He will teach everything to us.’ Jesus said to her, ’I Am—

the one who speaks with you.’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

Steve Myers 
Robin Norton 

Ted and Mary Coleman 
Lance Thibault  

Randi Price 
Michael Fink 
Clella Malloy 

John Scott 
Stephen Rye 

Glenn Randolph 
George Crow 

Jerry Davis 
Nancy Davis 
Ken Mann 

Carolyn Mann 
Doug Nash 

Charlotte Ottley 
Vicki Robinson 

Delaney Digman 
Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent 
Peggy Cruse 

Bill Cruse 
Sophia Miller 
Judy Hoffman 
Nini Schneider 

 

Everyone affected by the  
COVID-19 outbreak 

 

Our community, country  
and world 

 

The Ramirez and Crothers fami-
ly on the loss of Linda Crother's 

uncle, Domingo Ramirez 
 

The Loehr, Chaney, and No-
vatny families on the loss of 
family member, Pat Loehr 

 

The Fillinger and Hearty fami-
lies on the loss of Jerry Fillinger 

 

The Hosp family on the passing 
of James Hosp's father 

 
Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


