
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help 

you begin your time with God 

each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Lord, we pray for justice. Help us to 

recognize injustice in our lives, and 

in our world, and to take the steps 

we need to take to correct it. We 

give You thanks for instilling a long-

ing for justice in our very souls and 

pray that You would form us into the 

kind of people who work tirelessly to 

bring it about. We pray in the holy 

name of Christ our Lord, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 
 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
Have you ever been in the middle of a 

situation where it felt like one person 

got treated fairly, but another person 

didn’t? Would you be able to say in 

words why it did or didn’t feel fair? The 

people in ancient Israel faced a lot of 

difficult decisions—just like we do. And 

God insisted that they had to always do 

the right thing and not treat one person 

better than another, especially because 

of how much money or power they had. 

God’s word for that is “justice .” One of 

God’s greatest desires for humanity is 

that there is justice for everyone. The 

Bible says growing closer to Jesus will 

help all of us make sure justice happens. 

MONDAY 8.31.20                              Exodus 23:1-9 
If there was ever a question whether our God is the God of jus-
tice, this passage would settle it. Several different types of every-
day issues of justice are addressed, with emphatically stated ex-
pectations. Slander is forbidden, as are perjury and bribery. Fa-
voritism is not permitted, whether in favor of the rich and power-
ful or the poor and powerless. It doesn’t matter if someone’s your 
enemy—if you see their animal in distress, you have to help it! 
And while there are certainly offenses in Exodus that call for the 
death penalty, it is made clear here that if an innocent person is 
put to death through a failure of the justice system, those who do 
so are guilty of murder in God’s sight. Finally, those who are living 
among us, but who are not “us” - different Bible translations call 
them aliens, strangers, foreigners, or immigrants—must not be 
oppressed, and must receive fair treatment. The reason for such 
a law should be obvious to the Israelites—they know what it’s 
like when you’re a stranger in a foreign land, and there is no such 
law. The bottom line—God demands, and expects, justice for all. 

• What current or recent world events came to mind as you 
read today’s passage? 

• What do you think God’s critique of us (or you) would be? 

TUESDAY 9.1.20                                 1 Kings 3:1-15 
Solomon did not get off to a great start as king of Israel. He mar-
ried Pharaoh’s daughter in spite of warnings in Deuteronomy 
against such intermarriage. He worshipped at the hilltop shrines 
that were common in Israel before the Temple was built, but 
Deuteronomy prohibits worship in those places. And yet, Solo-
mon seems to have recognized his own limitations. When God 
appeared to him in a dream, Solomon confesses his sense of in-
adequacy in comparison to his father, David, and asks God for the 
ability to rule with justice, to be able to discern the difference 
between good and evil. Solomon recognizes that a ruler must be 
concerned with fair governance and administration of his king-
dom. Solomon also recognized that what he needed to achieve 
that was God’s help. In spite of all of Solomon’s other failures, as 
measured against the Deuteronomic laws, God is pleased with 
Solomon’s request, because God’s heart is also a heart for justice. 
The wisdom that Solomon became so well known for is God’s 
response to Solomon’s request.  

• What does it say about God’s priorities that because of Solo-

mon’s request, God was pleased with him even though he 

had failed to be obedient in other ways? 

WEDNESDAY 9.2.20                          Psalm 96:1-13 
Psalm 96 is typically classified as an “enthronement psalm,” 
which simply means that its purpose is to invite Israel, and the 
entire world, to acknowledge God as the sole king of the uni-
verse. Scholars believe Psalm 96 may have been used to cele-
brate Israel’s return from exile in Babylon, which would certainly 
have been understood as evidence of not only God’s universal 
sovereignty, but also of God’s justice. Whatever the circumstanc-
es, the celebratory tone throughout the psalm suggests a great 
deliverance from oppression, with God given all the glory and 
praise for the deliverance. But beyond whatever present reason 
for praise the psalm may proclaim, the final verses provide the 
ultimate reason for praise—God is coming! But ultimately, God is 
praised because the reason for God’s coming is to establish jus-
tice. The words are rung out three times—God is coming to es-
tablish justice, establish justice, establish justice! For a people 
familiar with oppression, who have experienced the elation of 
finally receiving justice, the promise of a world defined by justice 
is indeed cause for praise. 

• How do you see God at work, through the church, to estab-
lish justice? Where do you see the church failing? 

THURSDAY 9.3.20                             Isaiah 59:1-20 
Isaiah 59 is the flip side of Psalm 96. Whereas yesterday’s psalm 
rejoiced in the coming of God’s justice, Isaiah rails against the 
fact that Israel, the “children of God,” are failing, and failing mis-
erably, at this one expectation of their God. Hands are covered 
with blood, tongues speak only lies, and justice is nowhere to be 
found. The result, according to verse 18, is that, with corruption 
so prevalent in society, even those trying to turn from evil are 
overrun. Isaiah is blunt about the situation: “The LORD looked 
and was upset at the absence of justice.” So God takes matters 
into His own hands, and while the details are not given, the pic-
ture is not pretty. Battle imagery is used to describe how God will 
come to rescue the victims of injustice, along with language of 
vengeance, retribution, and wrath. But if you continue reading 
into Isaiah chapter 60, you will see that Isaiah puts forth the 
promise of a new world as a result of God’s cleansing and bring-
ing of justice! The people will become a beacon of God’s glory to 
the world. Christians believe that the redemption God promises, 
through which justice will come, is in Jesus Christ and the power 
of the Holy Spirit working through His church. 

• Where does the church need to be working to bring hope of 
God’s justice? Where are you working? 



FRIDAY 9.4.20                                      Matthew 23:1-24 
Many Jews in Jesus’ day could not read or write well, if at all. Still, 
they were expected to live by the laws and regulations found in 
the Torah. This meant that they absolutely depended upon the 
Jewish leadership to tell them what the Law required. The scribes 
(or “teachers of the law” or “legal experts,” in newer Bible trans-
lations) were those leaders who had been fully trained in both 
the written commands of Torah, and in the long oral tradition of 
interpretation of Torah. Jesus tells His followers to do what they 
say, but not what they do, because while the content of their 
teaching was accurate, their lifestyles were full of hypocrisy, and 
did not match their teaching. Most of today’s reading focuses on 
Jesus’ condemnation of this hypocrisy but near the end, Jesus 
also speaks to how these same leaders focus on the wrong 
things—the easy things. Broader, more important matters, like 
justice, mercy, and faithfulness are ignored, in favor of more ob-
jectively measurable requirements like the tithing of one’s crops.  

• Why is it easier to focus on specific laws than to address 
broader issues of justice and mercy? 

• What does Jesus’ condemnation of the ignoring of matters 
of justice imply to you about justice issues today? 

SATURDAY 9.5.20                          2 Corinthians 7:8-13 
At some point, Paul wrote a severe letter to the church in Cor-
inth. Someone within the church has done harm to another in a 
particularly bad way. Scholars disagree about whether this severe 
letter is lost to us today completely, or if parts of it have been 
incorporated into either First or Second Corinthians, but from 
today’s reading, we know that this letter cut the Corinthians to 
the quick. Paul has written these strong words to a purpose—to 
call the Corinthians to account for their un-Christlike behavior. 
Although the letter hurt their feelings, the Corinthians got the 
message—they are now indignant, alarmed, concerned, and 
“ready to see justice done.” It’s interesting that Paul writes that 
the purpose of his severe letter wasn’t specifically related to the 
actions of either of the two principal players in the conflict. Paul 
wrote to give the church in Corinth the opportunity to demon-
strate whether or not they had understood, and taken to heart, 
his gospel message. Their positive response to his letter gave Paul 
encouragement that his gospel had indeed taken root. 

• For what do you think our society should be called to ac-
count? What is our typical response to being called to ac-
count in this way? What does Paul suggest our response 
should be? Are we, as a culture, “ready to see justice done”? 

Daily Study Guide                                    August 30-September 5, 2020 

Sermon Series: Who is My Neighbor? 

Week Two: “And Justice for All” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, August 30: Deuteronomy 16:18-22 

“You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, in all your 

towns that the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall render just deci-

sions for the people. You must not distort justice; you must not show par-

tiality; and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the 

wise and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. Justice, and only 

justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and occupy the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not plant any tree as a sacred 

pole beside the altar that you make for the Lord your God; nor shall you set 

up a stone pillar—things that the Lord your God hates.” (NRSV) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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__________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________
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Everyone affected by the  
COVID-19 outbreak 

 
Our community, country  

and world 
 

The Ritts family on the loss of 
Jim Ritt’s mother, Phyllis Ritts 

 
The Schlag and Bardon  
families on the loss of  

Dottie Bardon’s  
mother, Pollylou Schlag 
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