
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help 

you begin your time with God 

each day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, we give You thanks for the 

gift of Jesus. We give You thanks for 

the grace that transforms us from per-

sons who stand condemned into recipi-

ents of eternal life. We pray that we 

might, every day, respond to that 

grace by turning away from the dark-

ness, and toward Your glorious light. 

We pray in the holy name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
There are times when extending grace to 

others can be hard. Maybe we have strug-

gled with them in the past, or have differ-

ing views from them. Either way it is im-

portant for us to extend grace especially 

during this holiday season. Talk through 

what this could look like for your family, 

maybe you create Christmas cards for dis-

tant family members, maybe you forgive a 

friend who has wronged you. Or maybe 

you and a sibling decide to put your disa-

greements behind you.  

MONDAY 12.7.20                        Genesis 4:1-16 
This week, we will look at six biblical stories of grace that are 
perhaps less obviously stories of grace than others we might 
choose. We begin with the story of Cain and Abel, the first sons of 
Adam and Eve. For reasons not entirely clear in the narrative 
itself (there is much theological interpretation, though), God 
looks approvingly on Abel’s sacrifice, but not on Cain’s. In jeal-
ousy and rage, Cain commits the first human murder, killing his 
brother Abel. The consequences for Cain are grim—the land no 
longer yields crops for him, and he is forced into a wandering 
vagrancy. He expresses the fear that anyone he meets (who 
would necessarily be close relatives!) would kill him for revenge. 
But in one of the earliest stories of grace in the Bible, God places 
a mark on Cain, “so that no one who found him would kill him.” 
While we often might think of the “mark of Cain” as identifying 
him as a murderer, in fact, it is a sign of God’s grace and unde-
serving protection of Cain. “If anyone kills Cain, he will suffer 
vengeance seven times over,” and Cain can be recognized by his 
mark! 

• What does God’s protection of Cain say to you about God’s 
attitude toward human beings? 

TUESDAY 12.8.20                         Exodus 33:12-23 
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the Ten Com-
mandments, he found the people worshipping an idol in the form 
of a golden calf. In today’s reading, Moses has already made in-
tercession for their sin, and is preparing to lead the people to the 
Promised Land. Moses initiates a conversation with God in which 
he acknowledges that for unknown reasons, God has “found fa-
vor with me” - a recognition of God’s grace. When Moses asks to 
know God more deeply (“teach me your ways so I may know 
you”), God simply assures Moses of His continuing Presence. 
Moses, though, wants to see God’s character at its absolute full-
est—”Now, show me your glory!” Astoundingly, God agrees to 
pass by Moses in all His fullness, although Moses is warned not to 
look until God passes by, or he will die. Grace abounds in the 
story, as God reveals as much of Himself as it is possible for hu-
manity to see, even taking the initiative to shield Moses from 
what he cannot look upon. The theme of God’s sovereignty in 
extending grace is profoundly stated in His words: “I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion.” 

• Do you think Moses deserved to have God do this for him? 
What do God’s words suggest about who receives grace? 

WEDNESDAY 12.9.20             2 Samuel 12:1-14 
The prophet Nathan rebukes King David for a horrible sin. Out of 
his lust, David had arranged for Bathsheba’s husband Uriah to be 
killed in battle so he could take her for his own wife, in an 
attempt to cover up his earlier rape after she became pregnant. 
Although David acknowledges his sin, Nathan tells him that as a 
result, calamity will befall his household. Not only will David him-
self be cuckolded, publicly, but the child to be born to Bathsheba 
will die. So where is the grace in this story so seemingly full of 
God’s judgment? It is in Nathan’s reply to David’s confession—
”The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.” 
There is an uncomfortable truth in this story—even though we 
can be forgiven by God’s grace, that does not always make the 
tragic consequences of sin go away. Sin not only separates us 
from God, but it also produces negative effects in this world. The 
grace of God’s forgiveness heals the former, but does not always 
reverse the effects of the latter. Though David deserved to die for 
his sin, his confession was followed by God’s forgiveness. Unfor-
tunately for his family, the consequences of sin still ensued. 

• How might David’s experiences of grace, followed by tragic 
loss, worked together to form him into a man of God? 

THURSDAY 12.10.20                         Isaiah 65:1-25 
Today’s reading from Isaiah is rather long, but notice how it be-
gins on a strong note of grace, with God revealing Himself and 
reaching out to a people who continually provoke Him. We like 
that, as did the Israelites the words were first addressed to. But it 
makes us uncomfortable when that grace suddenly transitions 
into judgment, as God declares “I will pay it back into your laps—
both your sins and the sins of your fathers.” We struggle to hold 
onto the hope in words like “I will not destroy them all,” hoping 
we are among those on the right side of the judgment. We pray 
that we will be counted among the “servants” who are saved, 
and not the “you” who go hungry and thirsty, who are put to 
shame and cry out in anguish. Often, in fact, in church we skip 
over all these verses, and jump right to the promise of the out-
pouring of grace in verses 17-25; the promise of new heavens 
and a new earth, and the hope of the day when the wolf and 
lamb feed together. Jesus’ birth inaugurated that time—and 
those who have faith in His salvation can be assured they are 
indeed among God’s “servants,” “saved by grace.” 

• How are mercy and judgment intertwined in this passage? 

• Do you think God still reaches out to “a people who provoke 
Him”? How are you responding to that grace? 



FRIDAY 12.11.20                                        Luke 14:15-24 
In the parable of the Great Banquet, Jesus sounds a little like the 
Isaiah of yesterday’s reading. A man (symbolizing God in the par-
able) prepares a specific guest list (symbolizing the Jewish leader-
ship in the parable) to a great banquet (symbolizing the promises 
of God’s Kingdom in the parable—including being part of the new 
earth from yesterday’s reading). But when it is time to come to 
the dinner (symbolizing the coming of Jesus and His inauguration 
of the Kingdom), they all have excuses (symbolizing the Jewish 
leadership’s rejection of Jesus). The owner (God) tells His servant 
(symbolizing Jesus) to bring the poor, crippled, and lame (the very 
people to whom Jesus has been ministering) to come instead. 
When there is still room, the servant (Jesus) is told to bring in 
people from the roads and country lanes (symbolizing anyone 
else willing to respond to the Jesus’ invitation, whether Jew or 
Gentile). The rest are excluded from the banquet (symbolizing 
eternal death). Once again, grace and judgment are inter-
twined—but don’t miss the fact that those who receive the bene-
fits of the banquet have done nothing to earn their reward, ex-
cept say “yes” to the invitation. 

• How are you responding to God’s grace in extending the 
invitation to you? Have you said “yes” to it? 

SATURDAY 12.12.20                               Romans 3:9-26 
In today’s passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans, Paul quotes 
six different Old Testament passages affirming the fact that there 
is not a single human being on the planet who is not controlled 
by sin. It is hard to read these words and not feel ashamed of 
who we are inside, and yet Paul insists they apply to all of us, 
“Jews and Gentiles alike.” We shudder at the insistence that “the 
whole world is accountable to God.” But in one of the greatest 
expositions of grace in the entire Bible, Paul explains the meaning 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Yes, everyone has sinned and 
falls short of God’s glory. But purely by God’s grace, God redeems 
us, buys us back, by giving Jesus to be our “sacrifice of atone-
ment” - the sacrifice that atones for sin, destroying the separa-
tion sin creates between us and God. All we need to do is have 
“faith in His blood” and God declares justice has been served. We 
receive the gift of righteousness “through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe.” It is the ultimate expression of grace, and the 
reason for Jesus’ coming. 

• Are you still afraid you are not sinless enough to be declared 
righteous by God? 

• Is it hard to receive the gift of Jesus taking your guilt upon 
Himself? How can you thank Him this Advent season? 

Daily Study Guide                                                    December 6-12, 2020 

Sermon Series: The Gifts of Christmas 

Week Two: “The Gift of Grace” - Rev. Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, December 6: John 3:13-18 

“No one has gone up to heaven except the One who came down from heav-

en, the Human One. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so 

must the Human One be lifted up so that everyone who believes in Him will 

have eternal life. God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him won’t perish but will have eternal life. God 

didn’t send His Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him. Whoever believes in Him isn’t judged; whoev-

er doesn’t believe in Him is already judged, because they don’t believe in 

the name of God’s only Son.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 

Carol McKay 
Jim McKay 

Joe Lemaster 
The Miller Family 
Charlotte Ottley 
Delaney Digman 

Bill Reichter 
Bob Vincent 
Peggy Cruse 

Bill Cruse 
Sophia Miller 
Judy Hoffman 
Nini Schneider 

 
Everyone affected by the 

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Family and friends of 
Thomas Bedell 

 
Family and friends of  

Julian Trevino 
 

The Kimker, Mullen, and  
Golden families on the loss of 

Brenda Mullen and Barb  
Golden’s stepmother,  

Claire Kimker 
 

The Wells and Cleveland  
families on the loss of  

Michele Wells 
 

Family and friends on the loss 
of Don Wilhite 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


