
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, we give You thanks for sending 

John as a witness to Jesus, so that we 

might believe in the One he testified to. 

Help us to move out of the world defined 

by the failure to recognize Jesus, and into 

the world defined by its reception of Him. 

We give thanks for Your mercy and com-

passion, that You would desire to call us 

Your children. We pray for the faith in the 

name of Jesus that makes us Your chil-

dren. We pray in the name of Christ our 

Lord, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We can forget the importance of Christmas 

throughout the year. We tend to only think 

about the gift of Jesus’ birth during Christmas 

time. Jesus was born so that we would be 

adopted into a relationship with God. It is so 

important for us to remember the gift of 

Christ each month and day. Take some time 

as a family and talk through how you can 

remind each other of this gift throughout the 

calendar year.  

MONDAY 12.21.20                     Matthew 5:43-48 
Although throughout the Old Testament, God often referred to 
the people of Israel as His children (even if they were wayward 
children), it was generally understood among the people that this 
metaphor was used to portray the kind of obedience a young 
child was expected to give to his or her father in that culture. 
When Jesus began to speak, as in today’s passage from the Ser-
mon on the Mount, about what it takes to become “sons of your 
Father in heaven” (inclusive translations say “children of your 
Father”), He began to extend the metaphor to imply a categori-
cally different kind of relationship with God the Father. In ancient 
Hebrew, the idiom “son of (fill in the blank)” meant to perfectly 
embody that person or thing—hence, James and John were 
called the “sons of thunder” because of their booming personali-
ties. When Jesus suggested that we could become “sons of God,” 
He implied that we humans could actually begin to take on char-
acteristics of God Himself. No wonder Jesus says that when we 
“love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us” we will 
become “sons of our Father in heaven”! 

• How do you currently understand your relationship with God 
as a “child of God”? In terms of obedience, or “likeness”? 

TUESDAY 12.22.20                   Galatians 3:26-4:7 
In one of his earliest letters, the letter to the church in Galatia, 
Paul expounds upon what it means to be “sons (children) of 
God.” As we discussed yesterday, Paul describes a categorical 
change in our relationship with God. Whereas previously in the 
relationship we had been mere children, with no more rights than 
slaves (even though we were rightful heirs), we now have “the 
full rights of sons.” This has happened as a result of our “baptism 
into Christ Jesus, clothed with Christ” - because Jesus was truly 
the Son of God, when we are baptized into Him, united with Him, 
we gain all the rights of sonship that were Christ’s to begin with. 
But not only does this categorically change our relationship with 
God, it categorically changes our relationship with each other! 
Because we who have been baptized into Christ are all equally 
“sons of God,” our earthly differences like ethnicity, social status, 
and gender, are irrelevant. We are all equal co-heirs of God’s 
Kingdom, having gained the “full rights of sons” through faith in 
Jesus Christ! 

• How would you describe the difference in relationship with 
God that faith in Jesus brings? 

• Is your self-image that of a full heir of the Kingdom of God? 

WEDNESDAY 12.23.20               Ephesians 1:3-14 
Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus comes from ten to fifteen 
years later than his letter to Galatia. Still, his theology of our rela-
tionship with God as a result of faith in Christ has not changed. 
Now, however, he begins his letter with the confidence that it has 
been God’s plan all along that we would not only become adopt-
ed sons, or children, but that we would also fully take on the 
attributes of our Father, destined to become “holy and blameless 
in His sight”! Notice how frequently Paul speaks of believers as 
being “in Christ” - in verses 3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, and 13! It is our un-
ion “in Christ” which accomplishes everything that God has 
planned for us since the creation of the world. The presence of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives is the “deposit guaranteeing our inher-
itance” until that day when we receive the Kingdom in full. Jesus 
has paid the price to buy us out of our previous servitude, so that 
we become full heirs of the Kingdom. From the beginning, God’s 
plan has been that those persons who put their faith in Jesus’ 
redemption will receive this gracious gift. That fact has been 
“predestined,” since before creation. 

• How does it make you feel to know that Jesus was born spe-
cifically so that you could be adopted as a child of God? 

THURSDAY 12.24.20                   Matthew 1:18-25 
As you read Matthew’s version of the Christmas story today, on 
Christmas Eve, contemplate the fact that all of the events we 
read about both here and in Luke’s version in Luke 1:1-2:16 hap-
pened so that your relationship with God could be different than 
it would be had these things never happened. Angelic visitations. 
A virginal conception. A humble, even humiliating, birth setting. 
The testimony of shepherds. Fulfillment of ancient prophecy. All 
these things happened so that your relationship with God could 
be different, so that you could become like the baby to be born—
a true child of God, with all the rights and attributes of God’s own 
child. Jesus was born so that through belief in Him, we could 
receive God’s gift of adoption as sons and daughters of God. 

• Is the celebration of Christmas personal for you? 

• How are you acknowledging before God the fact that you 
have been given this gift of adoption? 

• It is obvious that without Christmas, there would be no East-
er. If Jesus had not been born, He would not have gone to 
the cross or been resurrected. But is it as obvious to you 
that without Easter, there would be no Christmas? We only 
celebrate this birth because of what happened 33 years 
later, and how that changes our relationship with God! 



FRIDAY 12.25.20                                    Matthew 2:1-12 
Merry Christmas! “Today, in the town of David, a Savior has been 
born to you—He is Christ, the Lord!” Luke tells us that these are 
the words the angels proclaimed to the shepherds in the fields on 
the day that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. According to Matthew, 
the chief priests and teachers of Israel told King Herod, that “out 
of you (Bethlehem) will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of 
my people Israel.” When the magi found the baby in Bethlehem, 
their only response was to fall down in worship, bearing gifts of 
their own in response to this gift of God. They realized that this 
one small gift from God changed everything. 

• What gifts do you bring to God today, in response to the gift 
of Jesus? 

• What makes God worthy of worship to you? 

• We have been studying all week about how the gift of Jesus 
changes our relationship with God, transforming us from 
obedient servants into children of God. Is the gift of Jesus a 
game-changer in your life? 

• How can you celebrate Christmas 365 days a year? 

SATURDAY 12.26.20                                Romans 8:1-27 
Today’s long passage is one of Paul’s greatest treatises on the 
new life believers in Christ gain as a result of their adoption as 
sons and daughters of God. Note the key points: the Spirit of God 
(remember—the deposit guaranteeing our inheritance) is now 
the guide for living our lives. It is this Spirit who convinces our 
own spirit (our human consciences) that we really are sons and 
daughters of God. As co-heirs of the Kingdom with Jesus, we can 
expect to share in both His glory and in His sufferings. And we still 
await, in hope, the fullness of what God has planned for us—the 
“redemption of our bodies,” and freedom from pain, suffering, 
and even death. This is our inheritance as children of God, an 
inheritance we are to patiently wait and hope for, relying on the 
deposit of the Holy Spirit to help us persevere until that day. As 
we move out of the season of Advent into the 12 days of the 
season of Christmas, let us not forget that we are always living in 
a new and different “Advent” - awaiting not the first, but the 
second coming of Jesus, for “in this hope we were saved.” 

• For what do you hope, as a son or daughter of God? 

• Read Revelation 21:1-4. How might this description of our 
inheritance as children of God impact your life, and the deci-
sions you make, in 2021? 

Daily Study Guide                                                December 20-26, 2020 

Sermon Series: The Gifts of Christmas 

Week Four: “The Gift of Adoption” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, December 20: John 1:6-14 

“A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify 

concerning the light, so that through him everyone would believe in the 

light. He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify concerning 

the light. The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world. 

The light was in the world, and the world came into being through the light, 

but the world didn’t recognize the light. The light came to His own people, 

and His own people didn’t welcome Him. But those who did welcome Him, 

those who believed in His name, He authorized to become God’s children, 

born not from blood nor from human desire or passion, but born from God. 

The Word became flesh and made His home among us. We have seen His 

glory, glory like that of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Everyone affected by the 

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

The Mordt and Engerer  
families on the loss of  

Fred Engerer  
 

Family and friends of  
Paul Steckler 
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