
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Holy God, for one last time this Christmas 

season, we come to give You thanks for 

the gift of Jesus. Help us to live as those 

who are not ashamed of the gospel, who 

prefer praise from You to praise from 

people. We believe in Jesus, we see Jesus, 

we hear Jesus, and we too know that 

believing in Him, seeing Him, and hearing 

His words lead to eternal life. It is in His 

holy name we pray, Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
In our passages on Sunday it talks about how 

Jesus has come as the light of the world and 

whoever does not believe in Him will live in 

darkness.  At the end of each year we often 

reflect on the events that have happened. 

2020 has been a year unlike any other, while 

there have been some hard times for every-

one there has also been good things to hap-

pen. Take some time this week to reflect on 

the ways God has blessed your family in 2020.   

MONDAY 12.28.20                             1 John 1:1-10 
Throughout this Advent season, we have been emphasizing God’s 
gift of love to us, and for us. This week, then, we are going to 
read through the New Testament letters of John, which are beau-
tiful essays on the meaning of God’s love, and its impact on the 
way Christians live their lives. In chapter one of 1 John, John in-
troduces this using language of “fellowship with God.” Later, this 
idea will be expressed with language of “being with God” or 
“abiding in God.” Although every world religion expresses this 
longing for fellowship with God in some manner, John will devel-
op this basic Christian principle: the way to fellowship with God is 
exclusively through the Son. Furthermore, it is not a temporary, 
momentary experience. Fellowship with God is a permanent pos-
session, intimately related to “salvation” and “eternal life.” It is 
characterized here in chapter one as “walking in light,” rather 
than darkness—but the fundamental problem is that the dark-
ness of our sin is undeniable, and must be confessed if we are to 
achieve the goal of fellowship with God. 

• How would you express the inner longing for fellowship with 
God? What does it feel like in your own life? 

• How prominent is confession of sin in your faith life? 

TUESDAY 12.29.20                             1 John 2:1-29 
Chapter two begins with the clear statement of the solution for 
our sin: Jesus is the atoning sacrifice. But faith in this atonement 
for sin is only proven to be genuine when it is accompanied by 
obedience to Jesus’ commands—in particular, Jesus’ command to 
“love one another.” This command is both old and new—from 
ancient times, we have been given the commands to love God 
and love neighbor; yet John calls upon us to demonstrate that 
love the way Jesus did, by sharing His light with the world. Only 
those who truly fulfill this command are, themselves, proven to 
walk in the light. When John speaks against loving “the world,” 
we must understand that the phrase “the world” here does not 
mean the created order itself, as if the world God created were 
inherently evil. Rather, it is the fact that this fallen world gives 
rise to evil desires which are not to be embraced. Love for these 
kinds of desires is incompatible with the kind of love God has 
shown for us and that we should emulate. The chapter ends with 
a call to avoid those “antichrists” who deny these truths and who 
thereby remove themselves from fellowship with God. 

• How does “the world” entice you? Have you encountered 
the kind of “antichrists” the letter warns us about? How do 
John’s words encourage you to stay in fellowship with God? 

WEDNESDAY 12.30.20                       1 John 3:1-24 
Chapter three focuses on the religious and moral imperatives 
implied by the realities described in chapters one and two. First 
and foremost, those who desire fellowship with God must avoid 
sin. This passage should not be read to imply that God does not 
understand our struggle with sin. He does. John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, often referred to sin “properly so called” 
versus sin “not properly so called.” Sin “properly so called” is 
intentional, outward defiance of God’s expectations for us, and 
this is what John insists children of God cannot be part of. Rather, 
children of God must participate in the kind of mutual love for 
one another most perfectly expressed in Christ’s laying down His 
life for us. John goes so far as to say that if we hate another per-
son, we are “murderers,” who have killed our own eternal lives. 
When we love as God calls us to love, on the other hand, we gain 
peace of heart with regard to our fellowship with God, and confi-
dence in our acts of prayer. This is the true essence of Christian 
faith, of which the Holy Spirit gives us internal assurance. 

• Are you convicted by John’s insistence that children of God 
do not continue to sin? Does the knowledge of God’s great 
love overcome the condemnation of your heart? 

THURSDAY 12.31.20                          1 John 4:1-21 
Chapter four deals with two different, but very related themes. 
First is our need to distinguish between true and false spirits 
(voices or philosophies) that we are confronted by in our daily 
lives. The way we recognize truth is that the voice of truth con-
fesses Jesus’ origin in God. When we become children of God, we 
too become capable of speaking truth to the world. This leads 
directly to the second theme of the chapter—the truth we are 
empowered to speak is that God is love, and that it is only in 
fellowship with God that love for each other can reach its fulfill-
ment. This can only happen when we embrace the love of God 
demonstrated by God’s sending of His Son for our salvation. “We 
love because God first loved us,” and that love is so powerful, it 
even frees us from fear. John here takes a definitive stand in an 
ancient rabbinical argument—what is the greater motivation for 
moral behavior: fear of judgment on the last day, or awareness 
of the depths of God’s love for us? For John, it is crystal clear. 
Perfect love drives out fear. If we live in fear of judgment, we 
have not been perfected in love. Love motivates Godly actions. 

• What “spirits” are you confronted by with supposed words 
of truth? Do you live in fear of judgment, or are you on the 
road to being perfected in love? 



FRIDAY 1.1.21                                              1 John 5:1-21 
Chapter five brings John’s letter to a close with words of encour-
agement and hope. To begin, John lets us know that obedience to 
this command to love as God loves is not burdensome or difficult 
for those who are children of God, because God’s love, itself, 
empowers us to do it! In fact, this love is so powerful it 
“overcomes the world” - the world of evil lusts and desires that 
draw us into sin, as we saw on Tuesday this week. This victory 
over “the world” is obtained only through the full, true, confes-
sion of Jesus Christ, to which God Himself gives testimony. Salva-
tion utterly depends on the acceptance or rejection of this testi-
mony. Since God has provided this testimony, to reject it is to 
label God a liar—an unconscionable act. Verse 13 here is power-
ful—all of these words have been written “so that you may know 
you have eternal life”! The entire letter has been written to give 
you the assurance of salvation, of God’s love for you, and of your 
eternal fellowship with God! We have been delivered from the 
power of evil by Jesus, and only Jesus, so John’s final word is: 
don't endanger your fellowship with God through idolatry! 

• What is your testimony regarding the power of love to 
“overcome the world”? What hope, or encouragement, have 
you drawn from John’s letter? 

SATURDAY 1.2.21                          2 John 1—3 John 15 
The letters of 2 John and 3 John are both short, personal letters, 
each of which would precisely fit on an ancient sheet of papyrus! 
Both draw out the practical implications of the theology that we 
have been reading all week in 1 John. Whereas 2 John is ad-
dressed to a community (the “chosen lady and her children”), 3 
John is addressed to an individual (Gaius). Both, though, empha-
size the command to love one another. In 2 John, two of the pri-
mary themes from 1 John are emphasized for the community to 
remember: fidelity to God’s command to love one another is the 
test of a genuine Christian life; and Christians must guard them-
selves against the views of heretical teachers and avoid them at 
all costs. As a personal letter, 3 John brings this advice down to 
the personal level. Whereas Gaius is living by the command to 
love, a member of his church, Diotrephes, is not. John encourages 
Gaius to look to the example of Demetrius, a pillar of truth, rather 
than to follow the example being set by Diotrephes. We get the 
sense that Diotrephes is gaining influence in Gaius’ church, and 
that John wants to make sure the church doesn’t end up on the 
wrong path. 

• How do think your church is doing at obedience to the com-
mand to love? How do you think you, personally, are doing? 

Daily Study Guide                      December 27, 2020—January 2, 2021 

Sermon Series: The Gifts of Christmas 

Week Five: “The Gifts of Christmas” - Rev. J. David Israel and Rev. 

Gregory P. Finfrock 

Scripture for Sunday, December 27: John 12:44-47 

“Jesus shouted, ‘Whoever believes in me doesn’t believe in me but in the 

one who sent me. Whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. I have 

come as a light into the world so that everyone who believes in me won’t 

live in darkness. If people hear my words and don’t keep them, I don’t 

judge them. I didn’t come to judge the world but to save it.’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

The Reed and Stevens families on 
the loss of Kim Reed’s  

grandfather, Bob Stevens, Sr. 
 

The VanLue and Moens families 
on the loss of Ann VanLue’s  
mother, Mary Lou Moens  

 
The Yoder and Deterding families 
on the loss of Samantha Yoder’s 

grandmother, Claudene Deterding  
 

Family of Officer  
Tamarris Bohanon  

 
Family and Friends on the  

passing of Art Widdicombe 
 

The Mordt and Engerer  
families on the loss of  

Fred Engerer  
 

Family and friends of  
Paul Steckler 

 
 
 
 

Share prayer requests online 

at livingwordumc.org 


