
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Father God, I admit that I often forget that 
You are with me. I often forget what You’re 
like. Would You please forgive me for that? I 
need to get to know You better. I need to get 
to know Your Word and Your promises better. 
Help me to put You first in every area of my 
life. Help me to live one day at a time. Help 
me to not worry about tomorrow, but instead 
focus on what You’re doing in my life right 
now. Help me to trust You more and worry 
less. I pray in Jesus’ Name.  

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We talk a lot in Christianity about having our 

identity be found in Christ. But we can strug-

gle with understand what that really means. 

We can spend time reading our Bibles and 

spending time in prayer talking to God. We 

just have to remind ourselves that in all we 

do our focus should be on Christ. Spend some 

time this week as a family reflecting on how 

you can work together to remember WHOSE 

you are!  

MONDAY 1.25.21                    Matthew 13:10-35 
The third of Matthew’s teaching discourses of Jesus is also called 
the “Parable Discourse,” since it consists largely of Jesus teaching 
in parables, beginning with yesterday’s Scripture reading on the 
parable of the sower. In today’s reading, we see Jesus, first, ex-
plaining the purpose of teaching in parables, followed by an ex-
planation of the parable of the sower and then three more para-
bles about what “the Kingdom is like.” Parables typically have 
allegorical meanings, but their truths are not always obvious or 
straightforward! It is no accident that Matthew follows his narra-
tive about the growing opposition to Jesus with Jesus’ teaching in 
parables, which some people seem to see and understand while 
others can hear but not understand. Even the way parables are 
heard points to the reality of the way Jesus’ teaching is accepted 
or rejected by people. The first two parables, about the receptiv-
ity of the soil to seed, and of the dangerous weeds that grow up 
around the good wheat focus on this same reality. Still, the King-
dom of God that begins as a tiny seed, or a grain of yeast, will 
grow to permeate the entire earth! 

• Why do you think Jesus used primarily agricultural parables 
here? What modern-day equivalents can you think of? 

TUESDAY 1.26.21                      Matthew 13:36-58 
Today’s reading from the Parable Discourse follows the same 
structure as yesterday’s—the explanation of a parable followed 
by three additional “Kingdom” parables. The earlier parable of 
the weeds is explained, privately, to Jesus’ disciples. The common 
belief was that the coming Kingdom of God that the Messiah 
would usher in would also involve the final Day of Judgment. 
With the parable of the weeds, and then the parable of the net, 
Jesus explains with two different allegories that although He 
does, indeed, inaugurate the Kingdom of God, the present age is 
one in which all of human society is a mixture of those belonging 
to the Kingdom and those belonging to the evil one. But this is 
temporary, and the ambiguity it entails will be cleared up “at the 
end of the age,” equated to a harvest (whether of wheat or of 
fish) where the good is separated from the bad. When someone 
does recognize the presence of the Kingdom in this world, they 
see its incomparable value. Like finding a hidden treasure or a 
fine pearl, they make it their life’s one priority, investing every-
thing in it. The words challenge us: what will we invest in order to 
ensure we receive the Kingdom when we find it? 

• How does your life demonstrate your perspective on the 
value of the Kingdom? 

WEDNESDAY 1.27.21                 Matthew 14:1-36 
With chapter 14, continuing through chapter 17, Matthew again 
turns to narrating events, miracles, and confrontations in Jesus’ 
ministry. Matthew begins this new section with the story of the 
death of John the Baptist. It is important to see John’s murder as 
a foreshadowing of the death of Jesus—through a bizarre se-
quence of events, at the whim of wicked leadership, John is 
killed, just as Jesus will be. When Jesus withdraws to mourn, 
crowds follow Him. There, in the wilderness, in an act filled with 
Messianic symbolism, the hungry are miraculously fed, just as 
Moses fed the Israelites manna miraculously provided by God 
during their desert wanderings. Enough food is leftover to fill 
twelve baskets, symbolizing the Messianic fulfillment of God’s 
promises to the twelve tribes of Israel. And to make this implied 
Messianic identity of Jesus explicit, Jesus follows it up by walking 
on the waters of the sea—an action to which His disciples re-
spond by proclaiming, “Truly You are the Son of God!” Jesus’ 
power and authority are reaching new heights in the narrative. 

• Twice in today’s reading, Jesus withdraws to a solitary place, 
to mourn and to pray. Does your faith life emulate Jesus by 
incorporating the discipline of solitude? Why or why not? 

THURSDAY 1.28.21                    Matthew 15:1-39 
A hallmark of Matthew’s gospel is his alternation of passages 
revealing Jesus’ power and identity with passages describing 
confrontations with those who reject Jesus, like the Pharisees. In 
principle, the Pharisees were the most deeply committed of all 
the Jews to the practice of the righteousness demanded by the 
Torah—yet here, they are shown to have invalidated one of 
God’s most basic commands through their own traditions. In 
response, Jesus redefines the Jewish concept of “uncleanness,” 
claiming that the disposition of the heart is more important than 
ritual purity. Sin is not a matter of breaking the rules—it is a 
more fundamental problem of what motivates human action. 
When a Canaanite woman asks for healing for her daughter, 
Jesus probes the depths of her heart, and finds what He is look-
ing for: a great faith. While Jesus’ ministry in Matthew’s Gospel 
has focused on the Jews, here and there the more universal mis-
sion to all of humanity shines through. After healing this non-
Jewish girl, a second feeding miracle yields not twelve, but seven 
baskets of bread. In Jewish thought, seven signified completion—
thus, not only Jews, but ALL people, even Gentiles, will be filled. 

• How were you taught to understand sin—as the breaking of 
rules, or as a disposition of the heart? What about now? 



FRIDAY 1.29.21                                    Matthew 16:1-28 
Once again, Matthew follows up a miracle of Jesus (the feeding of 
the 4,000) with another story of conflict with the Pharisees. This 
time, they are joined by the Sadducees, who have not been part 
of the conflict with Jesus before, although John the Baptist had 
criticized them in chapter 3. The irony of their request for a sign, 
coming immediately after several healings and miracles, should 
not be lost! The “signs” of Jesus’ identity are all around them, but 
they are unwilling to accept them. Whereas Jesus had earlier, in 
the Sermon on the Mount, referred to the Kingdom of God as 
yeast that works through an entire batch of dough, He now warns 
that the bad teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees can like-
wise easily infiltrate the masses, leading them astray. All of this 
leads up to the climactic scene of the first half of the gospel: Pe-
ter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ. Questions of Jesus’ identi-
ty have dominated the first half of the gospel, and now, for the 
first time, one of His disciples declares it out loud. But now that 
this fact is clearly established, the story takes a startling turn—
one that will dominate the second half of the story. Jesus de-
clares that He, the Christ, must suffer, die, and be raised to life. 

• How do you think Peter reached his conclusion? What con-
clusion have you reached about Jesus’ identity, and why? 

SATURDAY 1.30.21                          Matthew 17:1-18:5 
Each of the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, include this same 
sequence of events: Peter’s confession of Christ; Jesus’ an-
nouncement of His suffering, death, and resurrection; the Trans-
figuration. The purpose is clear—while the declaration of the 
Messiah’s death would fly in the face of the public expectation of 
what Peter has proclaimed to be true, the Transfiguration pro-
vides the evidence of its truth! God unveils the true glory of Jesus 
for His disciples, and exclaims from heaven, “This is my Son … 
listen to Him!” With these words, God affirms the absolute au-
thority of Jesus’ teaching. Furthermore, His teaching is in direct 
continuity with both the Old Testament law (Moses) and Proph-
ets (Elijah). After another healing miracle that had stymied Jesus’ 
disciples, Jesus again reiterates the role of faith in following Him 
as Messiah. And just in case this miracle made the disciples for-
get, Jesus makes sure to follow it up with another declaration of 
His coming betrayal, death, and resurrection. Finally, while the 
inauguration of the Kingdom that the Messiah brings implies that 
the time of the Temple, and its tax, are in the past, Jesus recom-
mends paying it, to avoid offending those who do not yet see the 
truth of the inbreaking of the Kingdom. 

• Has being part of the Kingdom changed how you live? How? 

Daily Study Guide                                                   January 24—30, 2021 

Sermon Series: God + Me = Great Things 

Week Three: “Well Grounded” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, January 24: Matthew 13:3-9 

“And He told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went 

out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 

came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 

soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 

root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil, and brought forth 

grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 

listen!’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Our country and its leaders 
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