
My Prayer Journal 

Use this weekly prayer to help you 

begin your time with God each 

day. 

Prayer of Confession:  
Help us, O God, as followers of Jesus, for we 
fear to multiply all that You have given us. We 
hesitate to risk spreading Your Word and 
perhaps see it misunderstood, to gamble by 
loving those whom others think worthy only 
of hate, to take chances by doing good to 
those who have not done good to us. Forgive 
us when we have not been faith filled with a 
desire to increase Your glory and Your good-
ness in this world. Make us people who share 
in both Word and deed that which You have 
given to us. Amen. 

My Prayers this Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Time: 
We read throughout the week that God’s 

grace does not only cover us when we do 

good works. We do not have to earn God’s 

love rather we get it as a gift each day. How-

ever, God wants our heart transformed to be 

a servant of His Works. Think about your own 

children, or your own parents. They love you 

unconditionally no matter what because you 

are their child. God loves us conditionally 

because we were created by Him and in His 

image. We can find peace in knowing that 

even when we feel like we fail He does not 

see that. Instead He sees it as a teaching mo-

ment for us to lean into Him closer.  

MONDAY 2.8.21                        Matthew 24:15-51 
In yesterday’s sermon Scripture reading, Jesus predicted the de-
struction of the Temple. This led to the beginning of Matthew’s 
fifth, and final discourse of Jesus, which is called the 
“Eschatalogical Discourse.” “Eschatology” is the theological word 
for study of the end times. Today’s reading concludes the first 
half of this lengthy discourse, with the second half coming in 
chapter 25, tomorrow. Much of today’s reading, which takes 
place somewhere around 30 AD, refers to the imminent destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, which would happen when Roman troops de-
stroyed the city, including the Temple, in 70 AD. But this dire time 
will not mark THE end, as other parts of the discourse point fur-
ther forward, to the day of final judgment. Only God knows that 
actual day and time, but just as Noah knew when to get in the 
ark, those in Christ are to be prepared for the coming of that “day 
of the LORD,” by heeding Jesus’ command to “keep watch.” On a 
practical level, being prepared means to live in obedience to Je-
sus’ teaching, committed to the radical discipleship He has been 
preaching. 

• What does it mean to you to “keep watch”? Why do you 
think so many people try to predict the time of “that day”? 

TUESDAY 2.9.21                           Matthew 25:1-46 
The “Eschatological Discourse” concludes with three relatively 
long parables. The first, the parable of the ten virgins, continues 
the theme of constant preparedness for the last days, even con-
cluding, again, with the command to “keep watch.” The practical 
aspects of “keeping watch” are emphasized in the parable of the 
talents—where the focus is on the responsibility of the master’s 
servants (disciples of Jesus) to be participating in the master’s 
work while he is away. Finally, Jesus speaks allegorically about 
the Day of Judgment itself, which follows immediately upon the 
return of the Son of Man “in all His glory.” Jesus makes clear that 
in the end, there is one standard of judgment—whether or not 
someone has been obedient to God’s will, especially in reference 
to the least, the last, the lost, and the left out. This does not imply 
salvation by “good works.” It implies that true saving faith in 
Christ is always expressed through service to others—not to earn 
salvation, but because the heart has been transformed to have a 
deep compassion for people. People grateful for God’s grace 
share that grace with others. 

• How does the certainty of a day of judgment affect the prac-
tice of your faith? Where do you see yourself in the various 
parables of judgment? 

WEDNESDAY 2.10.21                 Matthew 26:1-30 
Beginning in chapter 26, the goal of Jesus’ mission is finally real-
ized. Much is packed into these final chapters—so we will spend 
three days in Matthew 26 alone. Three short episodes in today’s 
reading lead up to the story of Jesus’ last supper with His disci-
ples, each of them focusing on an aspect of Jesus’ coming death. 
First, Jesus’ final prediction of His passion is immediately followed 
by a gathering of Jewish leaders who conspire against Jesus, un-
wittingly moving Jesus’ mission to its fulfillment. When a woman 
lavishes her gratitude upon Jesus by anointing Him with oil, Jesus 
identifies it as preparation for burial. And as if Matthew is barely 
able to describe the action of one of his fellow disciples, Judas’ 
offer to betray Jesus is told in two terse verses, building the mo-
mentum towards the inevitability of the crucifixion. At the Last 
Supper, Jesus reveals His betrayer, honors His continuity with 
Israel by celebrating the Passover, and institutes the Christian 
church’s ongoing practice of simultaneously looking back on Je-
sus’ sacrificial death and forward to the Kingdom’s future final 
consummation through the practice of Holy Communion.  

• Do you think the disciples recognized the significance of 
what was happening here? Do you? 

THURSDAY 2.11.21                  Matthew 26:31-56 
The time of Jesus’ arrest is imminent. But first, Jesus predicts that 
none of His disciples will remain loyal to Him, but will all scatter 
like sheep. Even Peter, Jesus insists, who protests His prediction 
the loudest, will deny Jesus three times. As if in immediate fulfill-
ment of this prediction of disloyalty, the inner core of disciples is 
unable to stay awake as Jesus confronts His destiny during an 
agonizing prayer in Gethsemane, even though He has told them 
of about the torment in His soul. As those closest to Jesus in His 
ministry, He craves their support, but their “flesh is weak.” We 
cannot fully grasp the depth of Jesus’ plea that the cup of suffer-
ing be lifted from Him. Jesus prays that perhaps, somehow, even 
at this late hour, the ordeal of the cross might be bypassed. But it 
cannot. In acceptance of that word, Jesus sets His face toward 
the cross, and takes full command at the scene of His arrest—
telling Judas to proceed with his intent, submitting to the arrest 
itself, and quelling an armed confrontation initiated by His disci-
ples, who then flee. From a human perspective, it would appear 
Jesus has lost. In fact, it is the mysterious working out of God’s 
saving purposes, which Jesus willingly accepts. 

• Which of these events affects you most deeply? Jesus’ pray-
er? The kiss of betrayal? The fleeing disciples? Why? 



FRIDAY 2.12.21                                  Matthew 26:57-75 
With Jesus in custody, events move quickly toward the crucifix-
ion. Though it has been clear that the Jewish authorities were 
biased against Jesus throughout the Gospel, they go through the 
motions of a “trial.” Again demonstrating His own command of 
the situation, though, Jesus makes an extraordinary confession: 
not only is He the Christ, the Son of God, but He will sit at the 
right hand of God and come again in glory. For the chief priests, 
this is no more than blasphemous megalomania. The statement 
leaves the rest of us with a choice: either Jesus IS who He claims 
to be, or He is, in fact, guilty of the blasphemy He is charged with. 
As Jesus’ physical suffering at their hands begins, Peter sits out-
side in the courtyard. The contrast between Jesus’ confession of 
His own identity and Peter’s denial could not be sharper. And yet, 
the fact that Peter, the one upon whom Jesus said He would build 
His church, exhibits such weakness is meant to serve as both a 
warning and an encouragement for future disciples of Jesus. Hu-
man weakness is real, especially in the face of fear. Jesus was 
upfront about the potential cost of discipleship, but even failure 
can be forgiven. 

• How do these stories demonstrate that Jesus’ identity is the 
core of the Gospel? What choice have you made? 

SATURDAY 2.13.21                            Matthew 27:1-44 
Having determined His worthiness of death, the officials hand 
Jesus over to Rome, which must carry out the actual sentence. 
But first, Matthew describes Judas’ remorse and suicide, which 
Matthew again identifies as fulfillment of Scripture. No motiva-
tion for this remorse is given—leading to much conjecture among 
Christians. Although Pilate, the Roman governor, finds no guilt in 
Jesus, He is more than ready to grasp an opportunity to please 
the masses, who the authorities have convinced to clamor for 
Jesus’ crucifixion. No one can answer Pilate’s question, “what 
crime has He committed?” because no answers are possible. Even 
Pilate’s wife recognized Jesus was an innocent man. While Pilate 
may have tried to transfer responsibility by “washing his hands of 
the matter,” and while the Jews seemed all too willing to accept 
that responsibility, we must recognize that the true responsibility 
for Jesus’ death lies not with Pilate, not with the Jews, but in 
human sin, the universal condition. It is that which drove Jesus to 
the cross. Note the restraint in the text: the crucifixion itself is not 
portrayed. In verse 34, Jesus has been led to Golgotha, and verse 
35 begins, “and when they had crucified Him.” Matthew, Jesus’ 
friend, finds it too horrific for words. 

• Linger at the cross, and contemplate your sin. 

Daily Study Guide                                                    February 7—13, 2021 

Sermon Series: God + Me = Great Things 

Week Five: “Not Just a Walk in the Park” - Rev. J. David Israel 

Scripture for Sunday, February 7: Matthew 24:1-14 

“Now Jesus left the temple and was going away. His disciples came to point 

out to Him the temple buildings. He responded, ‘Do you see all these 

things? I assure that no stone will be left on another. Everything will be 

demolished. Now while Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disci-

ples came to Him privately and said, ‘Tell us, when will these things hap-

pen? What will be the sign of Your coming and the end of the age?’ Jesus 

replied, ‘Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, 

saying, “I’m the Christ.” They will deceive many people. You will hear about 

wars and reports of wars. Don’t be alarmed. These things must happen, but 

this isn’t the end yet. Nations and kingdoms will fight against each other, 

and there will be famines and earthquakes in all sorts of places. But all 

these things are just the beginning of the sufferings associated with the 

end. They will arrest you, abuse you, and they will kill you. All nations will 

hate you on account of my name. At that time many will fall away. They will 

betray each other and hate each other. Many false prophets will appear 

and deceive many people. Because disobedience will expand, the love of 

many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be delivered. 

This gospel of the Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world as a 

testimony to all the nations. Then the end will come.’” (CEB) 

Things that really impacted me from today’s sermon: 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Prayer Requests 
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Everyone affected by the  

COVID-19 outbreak 
 

Our country and its leaders 
 

Family and friends on the  
passing of Pete Bolinger 

 
Family and friends on the  

passing of Gary Bader 
 

The Leonard family on the  
passing of Dave Leonard’s  
mother, Jeanne Leonard 
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