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Review
Mark 4:1-34

Mark 4:35 begins a new block of material in Mark’s Gospel.

In Mark 4:1-34, we saw Jesus teaching about the Kingdom 
through a block of parables.

Now, in 4:35-5:43, we will see a series of four miracles stories.

It is important for Mark to show Jesus’ authority through both 
word AND deed!

Of course, we have already been told aby MANY miracles of Jesus 
– including healings and exorcisms, but really, demonstrating 
Jesus’ power over all sorts of challenges.

In the coming stories, the miracles of Jesus become truly 
extraordinary – far beyond all expectations!

For example – there was no expectation within Judaism that the 
Messiah could calm the forces of nature, as Jesus is about to do.

The scope of Jesus’ miracles extends, now, to truly God-like 
dimensions!



Mark 4:35 (NIV)

That day when evening 
came, he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go 

over to the other side.”

“That day”
These words connect us back to 4:1, with Jesus teaching 

by the lakeshore.

“when evening came”
This is, when it is getting dark and forboding.
Satan, of course, is the “prince of darkness”.

“go over to the other side”
Jesus is now moving into Gentile territory, which was 

often hostile to Jews.
They are also traveling across water.
Many Jews in Jesus’ day strongly believed that demons 

took to deep water as their haunt.
Deep water was a place of chaos and death.



Mark 4:36 (NIV)

Leaving the crowd 
behind, they took him 

along, just as he was, in 
the boat. There were 
also other boats with 

him.

“Leaving the crowd behind”
This again connects back to 4:1, but also serves to move 

the focus of the episode to Jesus and his disciples.

“just as he was, in the boat”
Remember, Jesus had just been teaching the parables 

from sitting in a boat just offshore (again connecting to 4:1).
Thus, this implies that the disciples and Jesus just “took 

off”, just as Jesus was, without going ashore first.

“other boats with him”
Interesting, because no mention is made of them during 

or after the storm that is about to be the center of the story!
This could be a wisp of memory from Peter’s firsthand 

recollection of the event, while not really important to the story,
OR, it could show that the danger was being faced by 

more than one boat. Other people were also in danger, thus 
demonstrating Jesus as the savior of more than just the disciples 
who were with him in his boat,

OR, the disciples might have occupied more than one 
boat (although the tradition was handed down that they were all in 
one boat with Jesus).



Mark 4:37 (NIV)

A furious squall came 
up, and the waves broke 
over the boat, so that it 
was nearly swamped.

“A furious squall”
We have here the beginning of language and themes that 

make this story in many ways a parallel to the Old Testament story 
of Jonah – Jonah chapter one in particular.

Jonah 1:4 – “Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a 

violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.”

The language here is very similar – a great wind arises 
that threatens to swamp, or break up, the boat.



Mark 4:38 (NIV)

Jesus was in the stern, 
sleeping on a cushion. 
The disciples woke him 

and said to him, 
“Teacher, don’t you 
care if we drown?”

“sleeping”
Again, like Jonah, Jesus is sleeping while the storm rages.
Jonah 1:5b – “But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell 

into a deep sleep.” (NIV)

This is one example of a place in the New Testament 
where an event portrayed negatively in the Old Testament is 
replayed in a positive way in the New.

Whereas Jonah was fleeing his mission, Jesus is sailing 
toward his.

According to the Psalms, sleeping in the face of danger is 
a sign of full trust in God:

Psalm 3:1,5-6 - “O LORD, how many are my foes! How many rise up 
against me! … I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the LORD sustains me. I 
will not fear the tens of thousands drawn up against me on every side.” (NIV)

Psalm 4:8 – “I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD, 
make me dwell in safety.” (NIV)

“on a cushion”
This is an interesting detail that only Mark includes –

perhaps, again, a firsthand observation from Peter.



Mark 4:38 (NIV)

Jesus was in the stern, 
sleeping on a cushion. 
The disciples woke him 

and said to him, 
“Teacher, don’t you 
care if we drown?”

“woke and said to him”
The disciples wake Jesus and ask if he does not care 

about their fate. Again, compare this to Jonah 1:6:
Jonah 1:6 – “The captain went to him and said, ‘How can you sleep? Get 

up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us and we will not perish!” (NIV)

The disciples fear abandonment by Jesus in the face of 
danger.

Panic and fear CAN lead us to the conclusion, “I have no 
loving Father,” leading us to sin by trying to take back control to 
ourselves.



Mark 4:39 (NIV)

He got up, rebuked the 
wind and said to the 

waves, “Quiet! Be still!” 
Then the wind died 

down and it was 
completely calm.

“rebuked”, “Quiet!”
This is “exorcistic” language, very similar to the language 

used in exorcising the demon earlier in Mark:
Mark 1:25 – “’Be quiet!’ said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!”

In other words, Jesus addresses the elements as if they 
were demonic.

“completely calm”
The sea is covered by a great peace … just as in Jonah 

1:15 :
Jonah 1:15 – “Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the 

raging sea grew calm.”



Mark 4:40 (NIV)

He said to his disciples, 
“Why are you so afraid? 

Do you still have no 
faith?”

“He said to his disciples”
Jesus asks his disciples two incriminating questions.

“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
The disciples’ FEAR has exposed their lack of FAITH.
What is “faith” here?
It is trust that God’s power was present and active in 

Jesus.
The disciples still don’t really recognize who Jesus is.



Mark 4:41 (NIV)

They were terrified and 
asked each other, “Who 

is this? Even the wind 
and the waves obey 

him!”

“Who is this?”
We see again the identity question that is so central to 

Mark’s Gospel.
Jesus’ actions here actually demonstrate the answer to 

this question!
The parallel to Jonah shows us first, that Jesus is greater 

than Jonah. Instead of praying to God, as Jonah did, Jesus 
addresses the wind and the waves directly. Jesus does what, in the 
Old Testament, only God can do in overcoming chaotic powers of 
evil.

Genesis 8:1 – “But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and 

the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the 
waters receded.” (NIV)

Psalm 104:7 – “But at your rebuke the waters fled, at the sound of your 
thunder they took to flight.”

Thus, God is uniquely at work in Jesus – hence, the 
disciples’ awestruck, almost rhetorical question, because of the 
implications of Jesus’ actions.

“terrified”
This is the common Old Testament response to an 

epiphany experience.
And this is a different word from the “fear”  the disciples 

had from lack of faith earlier in the story.



Mark 5:1 (NIV)

They went across the 
lake to the region of the 

Gerasenes.

Chapter 5 begins the story of Legion, the demoniac from Gerasa.
This is one of the longest stories we have encountered so far in 
Mark’s Gospel!

“across the lake”
In other words, arriving at their destination from 4:35.

“region of the Gerasenes”
Gerasa is actually thirty miles  

away – a 2-day journey, FAR from the 
lakeshore where the story seems to take 
place.

The Gospel of Matthew (8:28) says 
“Gadarenes” – closer, but still not by the 
lake!

Some ancient manuscripts have 
“Gergasenes” – a town unknown today, but 
that COULD have been on the lakeshore. 
Ruins of a village have been found at a site 
that matches the description.

Some  scholars think the language of the “region” of the 
Gerasenes could imply a large geographical area – but the area 
itself was known as the Decapolis (as we will see at the end of the 
story).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exorc

ism_of_the_Gerasene_demoniac#/
media/File:Thedecapolis.png



Mark 5:2 (NIV)

When Jesus got out of 
the boat, a man with an 
evil spirit came from the 

tombs to meet him.

“When Jesus got out of the boat”
It had been night when they were on the lake, but the 

story now seems to continue as if it were daytime.
The crossing could have taken a couple of hours.
The non-exact time indicated by “when Jesus got out of 

the boat” could imply they stayed on the boat until morning.

“an unclean spirit”
This sets the stage for another exorcism story.
But uncleanness really is the primary theme here:

He lives in tombs.
He lives in Gentile territory.
He lives where swine are being raised nearby.

He is an unclean man, with an unclean residence, in an 
unclean territory, with an unclean agricultural economy.



Mark 5:3-5 (NIV)

This man lived in the 
tombs, and no one could 
bind him any more, not 
even with a chain. For 

he had often been 
chained hand and foot, 
but he tore the chains 
apart and broke the 

irons on his feet. No one 
was strong enough to 
subdue him. Night and 
day among the tombs 

and in the hills he would 
cry out and cut himself 

with stones.

All of the language here points to the fact that this man is in a 
deplorable condition.

He lives among the tombs, ostracized by society.

He is usually bound with chains, but can break them … he is 
strong, and no one can contain him.

Later, in verse 15, it says he was clothed after the exorcism, 
suggesting he is naked here.

He cries out day and night.

He harms himself with stones.

By today’s standards, all of these are characteristic of a condition 
of insanity.



Mark 5:6-7 (NIV)

When he saw Jesus 
from a distance, he ran 
and fell on his knees in 

front of him. He shouted 
at the top of his voice, 

“What do you want 
with me, Jesus, Son of 

the Most High God? 
Swear to God that you 

won’t torture me!”

“ran and fell on his knees”
The demons push the man toward Jesus, but they then 

fall at his feet.
This is what demons always do before Jesus – remember 

earlier in chapter three:
Mark 3:11 – “Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him 

and cried out, ‘You are the Son of God’” (NIV)

“Son of the Most High God”
Again, the demons already know who Jesus is.
“Most High God” reflects the Gentile setting of the story.
The reference to the “highest” god is how Gentiles 

referred to God, and is almost always used in Gentile settings in 
the Bible.

“swear to God that you won’t torture me”
The demons acknowledge Jesus’ superiority, and plead to 

negotiate a deal – perhaps, to banish rather than destroy.



Mark 5:8-9 (NIV)

For Jesus had said to 
him, “Come out of this 
man, you evil spirit!” 
Then Jesus asked him, 
“What is your name?” 

“My name is Legion,” he 
replied, “for we are 

many.”

“Jesus had said to him”
Apparently, BEFORE the demoniac had spoken, Jesus 

had given an exorcism command.
Which is why they are now trying to strike a deal.
Although, that raises the serious question of why they did 

not IMMEDIATELY submit to Jesus’ command!

“What is your name?”
The question provides the opportunity for the full extent 

of the man’s possession to be revealed.

“Legion”
This is a military term designating a unit or brigade in the 

Roman army including both infantry and cavalry.
It was fairly standardized in Jesus’ day – to include 6,000 

men, 5,800 of whom were infantry.
It seems that even though Jesus asks for a name, the man 

responds with the indication that “we are many”, using a “group” 
designation rather than a personal name.

This fact greatly increases the scope of earlier exorcisms.



Mark 5:10 (NIV)

And he begged Jesus 
again and again not to 

send them out of the 
area.

“begged Jesus”
The language again emphasizes subservience to Jesus.

“not to send them out of the area”
In Jewish folklore, demons feared being sent back to their 

place of origin once they inhabited a place on earth.



Mark 5:11-12 
(NIV)

A large herd of pigs was 
feeding on the nearby 
hillside. The demons 

begged Jesus, “Send us 
among the pigs; allow 

us to go into them.”

“large herd of pigs”
This underscores the uncleanness of the Gentile territory.
Jews were strictly forbidden from raising pigs or eating 

pork products – but here, in Gentile territory, it is a big part of the 
economy, indicated by the size of this local herd.

“Send us among the pigs”
The demons now add specifics to their plea deal.



Mark 5:13 (NIV)

He gave them 
permission, and the evil 

spirits came out and 
went into the pigs. The 

herd, about two 
thousand in number, 

rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and 

were drowned.

“He gave them permission”
Apparently, Jesus concedes to their request.
But this should not be interpreted as reducing Jesus’ 

authority in the situation.

“and were drowned”
2,000 uncontrollable swine would demonstrate visually 

the enormous power of the forces in control of the man!
But did Jesus destroy someone else’s property by healing 

the man in this way? Some people today have questioned the 
morality of this action.

But we must remember that, in the Jewish perspective, 
the story is about CLEANSING uncleanness. Not only has the man 
now been made clean, but e the land itself has been made clean by 
being rid of swine. The scene expands the scope of Jesus’ ministry 
of providing cleansing into Gentile territory.

And, the demons, which are evil, are now deprived of host 
bodies. But does this imply that Jesus intentionally tricked the 
demons? The story implies that the demons are back in the depths 
of the sea, where Jewish folklore believed many of them resided.



Mark 5:14-15 
(NIV)

Those tending the pigs 
ran off and reported 
this in the town and 
countryside, and the 

people went out to see 
what had happened. 
When they came to 

Jesus, they saw the man 
who had been possessed 
by the legion of demons, 

sitting there, dressed 
and in his right mind; 
and they were afraid.

“reported”
The villages hear about it all from the swine-herders, and 

come to see for themselves!

“legion of demons”
Now, there is no doubt in the usage of the word “legion” –

it is not a name here, but simply indicates “the many demons”.

“dressed and in his right mind”
The man now appears completely normal!
He is clothed, in his right mind, and at peace.

“afraid”
It makes us wonder – afraid of what, exactly?
Perhaps, they were made afraid by the great power on 

display. Not only has a notorious man been made whole, but an 
entire large herd of swine have been destroyed.



Mark 5:16-17 
(NIV)

Those who had seen it 
told the people what 
had happened to the 

demon-possessed man –
and told about the pigs 

as well. Then people 
began to plead with 
Jesus to leave their 

region.

“told”
The story of the man is now repeated for the crowd that 

has gathered, by the eyewitnesses.
Apparently, the swine-herders who ran to the town to talk 

about it only mentioned the pigs!

“plead with Jesus to leave”
From our perspective, we might wonder why, when Jesus 

has done a good thing in saving a man from evil possession or 
madness!

They might have perceived Jesus as a threat to their 
livelihoods, after the destruction of the herd of swine.

But this also points perhaps to a moral blindness, not 
being able to see the good that has been done because of the 
economic cost of the healing.

Part of our basic human condition is being unable to see 
clearly what and who are truly good.

Was the man’s life and livelihood worth the cost? Jesus 
says “yes”.



Mark 5:18-19 
(NIV)

As Jesus was getting 
into the boat, the man 
who had been demon-

possessed begged to go 
with him. Jesus did not 
let him, but said, “Go 
home to your family 

and tell them how much 
the Lord has done for 
you, and how he has 
had mercy on you.”

“getting into the boat”
Complying with the townspeople’s request, Jesus 

prepares to depart and go back to Galilee.

“begged to go with him”
In contrast to the townspeople, the man who was healed 

wants to be with Jesus.

“Go home to your family and tell”
We probably wonder – why would Jesus refuse the man’s 

request?
Jesus asks the man, who is likely a Gentile, to stay and be 

a disciple in his own hometown.
The man has a story of rescue to tell everyone!
The word translated “family” here is a broad term, and 

could even mean “Gentiles” generally – tell “your people”.
Also remember that part of Jesus’ ministry is a ministry 

of reconciliation – Jesus wants the man to be restored to his OWN 
community, not to run to a new one.



Mark 5:20 (NIV)

So the man went away 
and began to tell in the 
Decapolis how much 

Jesus had done for him. 
And all the people were 

amazed.

“to tell in the Decapolis”
First, notice that the man is obedient to Jesus.
The Decapolis is the large, Gentile region across the Sea 

of Galilee.

This event will also set the stage 
for Jesus’ ministry in the 
Decapolis in Mark 7:31-8:9.

Going home, the man tells his 
story of deliverance.

This is the heart of all Christian 
testimony – it is not primarily an 
argument over the historical 
accuracy of the events, but a 
personal testimony of deliverance.

“all were amazed”
Note well – amazed by the mans’ PREACHING and 

testimony, not just at the miracle!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decapolis#/media/File:Fi
rst_century_Iudaea_province.gif



Mark 4:35-5:20
OVERVIEW

Both of the stories in this lesson, the calming of the sea and the 
healing of Legion, demonstrate Jesus’ awesome power over the 
forces of evil.

In both, persons in the shadow of death, or under threat of death, 
are delivered.

In both, seemingly uncontrollable forces are tamed by Jesus.

The stories are intended to teach us about Jesus’ ability to defeat 
the powers that seek to destroy us, whatever they are.

This is a theme that will continue in the final two miracle stories in 
this block of material.
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