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Review and 
Introduction to

Mark 6:1-29

We just finished looking at four miracle stories, in which Jesus’ 
actions took on God-like dimensions.

Mark’s Gospel now moves back into a section where REJECTION 
becomes the primary theme …

Although this will be followed by yet another mighty miracle.

As we begin the next section, we should take note of the fact that 
all of these miracles were done AWAY from Jesus’ hometown of 
Nazareth.



Mark 6:1 (NIV)

Jesus left there and 
went to his hometown, 

accompanied by his 
disciples.

“Jesus left there”
That is, left Jairus’ house near the sea of Galilee.

“hometown”
We know this is Nazareth, even though it is not explicitly 

stated here, from two earlier verses:
Mark 1:9 – “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan.” (NIV)
Mark 1:24 – “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?” (NIV)

Because we know from Luke that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, our sensibilities want Bethlehem to be Jesus’ 
“hometown”.

But Luke also makes explicit that Jesus was RAISED in 
Nazareth, making it truly his “hometown”.

Luke 4:16 – “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 
the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.” (NIV)

“accompanied by his disciples”
They play no role in the actual narrative, though.
The fact that they are present means that by the time this 

scene is over, they will have seen the negative side of response to 
Jesus among the general populace, not just the leadership.



Mark 6:2 (NIV)

When the Sabbath 
came, he began to teach 
in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him 
were amazed. “Where 
did this man get these 
things?” they asked. 
“What’s this wisdom 

that has been given him, 
that he even does 

miracles!”

“he began to teach”
The language parallels the scene in Capernaum, in 1:21.
As there, we don’t get the actual content of what Jesus 

was teaching.

“in the synagogue”
This is the last mention in Mark of Jesus teaching in a 

synagogue.
The synagogue is thus a place of rejection of Jesus in 

Mark’s Gospel.

“were amazed”
Or, in some translations, “overwhelmed”. The word 

describes a sense of incredulity.
His teaching is more than they can comprehend –

especially since it comes from the boy they know, now grown up.
Their amazement gives way to five questions from the 

crowd – three aimed at Jesus’ ministry, two at Jesus personally.



Mark 6:2 (NIV)

When the Sabbath 
came, he began to teach 
in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him 
were amazed. “Where 
did this man get these 
things?” they asked. 
“What’s this wisdom 

that has been given him, 
that he even does 

miracles!”

“Where did this man get these things?”
We should read a somewhat disparaging tone into this 

question.

“What’s this wisdom”
Having heard Jesus teach, they ARE impressed by his 

wisdom.

“that he even does miracles”
Word of the miracles in the preceding scenes must have 

reached them in Nazareth.

Note that they DO believe Jesus has actually done these things –
they are just incredulous that HE has done them!



Mark 6:3 (NIV)

“Isn’t this the 
carpenter? Isn’t this 
Mary’s son and the 
brother of James, 
Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren’t his 

sisters here with us?” 
And they took offense at 

him.

“Isn’t this the carpenter?”
The word probably does not mean ONLY a woodworker.
“Builder” might be the better translation – the word 

doesn’t limit the building material used to wood – stone and metal 
could also be implied.

Jesus was likely a craftsman, trained in new construction 
and repair.

He probably learned this trade from his father.
It is not necessarily a low connotation – it is working-

class, or “blue collar” in today’s lingo.

“Mary’s son”
It is interesting that in the context of the “hometown”, the 

reference is to “Mary’s son”, and not “Joseph’s son”.
Boys and men were usually referenced to their father’s 

names.
This could imply that Joseph has been long dead.
Or, there could be a slight hint of the rumor of 

illegitimacy, if it was widely known that Mary had become 
pregnant during their betrothal.



Mark 6:3 (NIV)

“Isn’t this the 
carpenter? Isn’t this 
Mary’s son and the 
brother of James, 
Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren’t his 

sisters here with us?” 
And they took offense at 

him.

“brother … sisters”
There are four named brothers here – only two of them 

are attested to elsewhere: James and Judas (Jude).
These facts point us to the fact that Jesus is a “local” boy 

here – a common, ordinary man with a trade and family known to 
everyone.

They are thinking, “We know who Jesus REALLY is”, 
rejecting the alternative.

Remember, again, the overall theme of IDENTITY in 
Mark’s Gospel

“they took offense at him”
Rather than taking pride in the hometown boy making 

good, the townspeople of Nazareth take offense!
We will see in a moment that even Jesus is stunned by 

their reaction to him.
They reject who Jesus has demonstrated himself to be, in 

favor of who they presume to KNOW him to be.
They epitomize those without ears or eyes of faith, in 

contrast to both Jairus and the bleeding woman who saw Jesus 
with eyes of faith.

It is important to realize that these people BELIEVED 
Jesus had done miracles and had wisdom – but they refused to 
trust in Jesus or to entrust themselves TO Jesus.



Mark 6:4 (NIV)

Jesus said to them, 
“Only in his hometown, 
among his relatives and 

in his own house is a 
prophet without 

honor.”

“in his own house is a prophet without honor”
Jesus seems to be quoting a saying that circulated in 

Jesus’ day independent of Jesus’ quotation here.
There is no mention specifically of relatives in this story, 

but remember that Jesus’ family had rejected him earlier, in 3:21.
Now, his entire hometown shares in that rejection.



Mark 6:5 (NIV)

He could not do any 
miracles there, except 
for lay his hands on a 

few sick people and heal 
them.

“He could not do any miracles there”
We have to remember that Jesus did not come simply as 

a “miracle worker” or a “magician”!
He did not come simply to “amaze” people!
His works ALWAYS are for the purpose of redemption of 

lives.
If you reject Jesus’ claim of who he is, you reject the 

opportunity for this rejection to be made effective.

“except”
Perhaps, the fact that some healings WERE performed in 

Nazareth indicates that Jesus acted with mercy even in the absence 
of faith.

Or, it could indicate that while IN GENERAL the people 
of Nazareth had no faith, SOME did, and were healed by Jesus.



Mark 6:6 (NIV)

And he was amazed at 
their lack of faith. Then 

Jesus went around 
teaching from village to 

village.

“he was amazed”
He was amazed because they not only personally rejected 

Jesus, but they also rejected what God was offering them 
THROUGH Jesus.

Significantly, this is the ONLY place in Scripture where 
we read that Jesus was “stunned”!

There is an important lesson here: Miracles cannot force 
anyone to believe, or to trust in God.

And we also need to recognize that familiarity can dull 
our ability to see God at work in others around us.

“went around teaching”
This sentence suggests some significant passage of time 

elapsing, as Jesus teaches in various villages around Nazareth.
Also remember that “teaching”, in Mark’s Gospel, 

includes both words AND deeds.



Mark 6:7 (NIV)

Calling the Twelve to 
him, he sent them out 
two by two and gave 

them authority over evil 
spirits.

“Calling the Twelve to him”
Up until now, Jesus has been the primary minister.
We now begin to see a more expansive use of the Twelve 

in ministry.
This is the fulfillment of the call in 3:13-15.
The language here is very similar to 3:13, in fact, when 

the disciples were first called.

“two by two”
Possible reasons for sending the disciples out in pairs:

To create mutual encouragement
To make for safety in dangerous situations
To provide mutual accountability in the face of 

temptation
To establish the truthfulness of testimony 

(Deuteronomy 17:6-7 required two or three witnesses to establish 
truth)



Mark 6:7 (NIV)

Calling the Twelve to 
him, he sent them out 
two by two and gave 

them authority over evil 
spirits.

“gave them authority”
Here, specifically, authority over evil spirits.
Exorcism has been a focal point of Jesus’ ministry.
It is important to recognize that it is still JESUS’ 

authority – it has not been completely handed over to the full 
possession of the disciples.

They exercise authority by invoking Jesus’ name.
In fact, ALL ministry is in Jesus’ name!
We really shouldn’t refer to “my ministry”!
1 Corinthians 4:7 – “For who makes you different from anyone else? What 

do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as 
though you did not?” (NIV)



Mark 6:8-9 (NIV)

These were his 
instructions: “Take 

nothing for the journey 
except a staff – no 
bread, no bag, no 

money in your belts. 
Wear sandals but not 

an extra tunic.”

“These were his instructions”
Jesus gives directions on the travel provisions for the 

disciples.
The Gospels differ in the specific allowances and 

prohibitions that Jesus directs.
Here in Mark, a staff and sandals are allowed, but in 

Matthew, they are not!
Matthew 10:10 “take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a 

staff; for the worker is worth his keep.” (NIV)

The staff was the most basic tool for travel on foot –
useful for self-defense, clearing pathways, and assistance in 
climbing over obstacles.

The prohibitions deprive the missionary of any sense of 
self-sufficiency – making them dependent on God’s provision.

God’s provision INCLUDES the generosity of those being 
served by them.



Mark 6:10-11 
(NIV)

“Whenever you enter a 
house, stay there until 
you leave that town. 

And if any place will not 
welcome you or listen to 
you, shake the dust off 

your feet when you 
leave, as a testimony 

against them.”

“stay there until you leave”
Perhaps, to prevent them from the temptation to seek 

better and better quarters compared to where they are first 
welcomed.

“shake the dust off your feet”
Jesus now teaches how to deal with rejection.
Jews would literally shake dust off their feet when 

returning from Gentile territory.
This could suggest that a place that rejects Jesus’ 

testimony rejects the Kingdom of God, the new Israel, that Jesus 
proclaims – and should thus be treated as pagan territory.

“testimony against them”
This implies that at the Last Judgment, their behavior 

here will be a witness that they have rejected the Kingdom of God.



Mark 6:10-11 
(NIV)

“Whenever you enter a 
house, stay there until 
you leave that town. 

And if any place will not 
welcome you or listen to 
you, shake the dust off 

your feet when you 
leave, as a testimony 

against them.”

We should note that these same restrictions are NOT placed on the 
missionaries spreading the gospel in the book of Acts!

This leads us to consider how WE engage in outreach and ministry.

We do not need to duplicate these restrictions to the letter, BUT, 
financial support for ministry IS meant to come from those who 
sense God’s presence in the work, and who feel the convicting 
power of the Gospel message!

We should also note, at this time, a growing irony between the 
Twelve’s special privilege to share in Jesus’ work, but with a 
continued lack of understanding about who Jesus is.



Mark 6:12-13 
(NIV)

They went out and 
preached that people 
should repent. They 

drove out many demons 
and anointed many sick 

people with oil and 
healed them.

“preached that people should repent”
This is in line with both John the Baptist (1:4) and Jesus 

(1:15).

“oil”
This is the only reference to oil in a healing context in the 

Gospels.
The book of James does contain reference to the use of oil 

as a symbol of God’s healing in early Christian practice:
James 5;14-15 – “Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the 

church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he 
has sinned, he will be forgiven.”



Mark 6:14 (NIV)

King Herod heard about 
this, for Jesus’ name 

had become well 
known. Some were 
saying, “John the 

Baptist has been raised 
from the dead, and that 

is why miraculous 
powers are at work in 

him.”

“King Herod”
This is Herod Antipas, born in 20 BC to Herod the Great 

and his Samaritan wife, Malthace.
He became Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea just after Jesus’ 

birth, when Herod the Great died.
He was NOT “king”, but was popularly given this name.

“Jesus’ name had become well known”
In the flow of the narrative, this is as a result of the 

disciples’ ministry in Jesus’ name.
Now, Herod HIMSELF knows about Jesus. We previously  

saw his followers (those politically aligned with him) plotting with 
the Pharisees in 3:6.



Mark 6:14 (NIV)

King Herod heard about 
this, for Jesus’ name 

had become well 
known. Some were 
saying, “John the 

Baptist has been raised 
from the dead, and that 

is why miraculous 
powers are at work in 

him.”

“John the Baptist has been raised from the dead”
This is the first we’ve heard about John since he 

disappeared from the narrative, and the first we’ve heard that he is 
dead.

The association of Jesus with John makes sense.
WE know John was the forerunner to Jesus, but to 

Herod, both were itinerant preachers, both preached to crowds at 
large and not as part of a sect, both preached repentance in view of 
the coming Kingdom.

“miraculous powers are at work in him”
This suggests that possibly, John did likewise, performing 

miraculous acts, although we don’t have stories about him.



Mark 6:15 (NIV)

Others said, “He is 
Elijah.” And still others 

claimed, “He is a 
prophet, like one of the 
prophets of long ago.”

“Elijah”
People are linking Jesus to popular expectations based on 

Malachi:
Malachi 3:1 – “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 

before me.” (NIV)
Malachi 4:5-6 – “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great 

and dreadful day of the LORD comes.” (NIV)

Belief was strong that Elijah would return to announce 
the day of the LORD.

“like one of the prophets”
Identification of Jesus as John, Elijah, or someone in the 

Old Testament mold of prophets indicates that as a result of his 
ministry, the common understanding and stature of Jesus is that 
of a prophet.

It is interesting that NONE of the speculation suggests he 
could be the Messiah.

But he IS a man of God in their view, something beyond 
the acknowledgment of Jesus’ hometown!



Mark 6:16 (NIV)

But when Herod heard 
this, he said, “John, the 

man I beheaded, has 
been raised from the 

dead!”

“when Herod heard”
Probably out of fear, Herod concurs with the first stated 

opinion on Jesus’ identity – John has been raised from the dead.
This sets the stage for telling the story of John’s death.
The extra detail we get before the story is told is that 

John’s death was at Herod’s hands, by beheading.

There are a significant number of verses in Mark’s Gospel just 
ahead, reporting on the circumstances of the death of John the 
Baptist.

As we move into the story, recognize that it serves as 
foreshadowing to some extent.

If John, who was Jesus’ forerunner, was killed, we can anticipate 
no less a response to Jesus himself.

There are broad parallels, generally, to evil seeking to destroy 
good, with echoes of Old Testament stories in addition to the 
foreshadowing of Jesus’ future.



Mark 6:17 (NIV)

For Herod himself had 
given orders to have 

John arrested, and he 
had him bound and put 

in prison. He did this 
because of Herodias, his 

brother Philip’s wife, 
whom he had married.

“arrested … and bound”
This is similar language that will be used of Jesus in 15:1, 

and 14:44-49.
Mark 15:1 – “They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to 

Pilate.” (NIV)
Mark 14:44 – “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away 

under guard” (NIV)
Mark 14:46 – “The men seized Jesus and arrested him.” (NIV)
Mark 14:49 – “Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, 

and you did not arrest me.” (NIV)

“because of Herodias”
Herodias was Herod’s wife, but she had also been the wife 

of Herod’s brother, Philip.
She was also his niece, the daughter of his brother 

Aristobulus.



Mark 6:18-19 
(NIV)

For John had been 
saying to Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s 
wife.” So Herodias 

nursed a grudge against 
John and wanted to kill 

him. But she was not 
able to,

“not lawful”
Leviticus excluded marrying a brother’s wife except for in 

a Levirate marriage, to raise a dead brother’s children.
Leviticus 18:16 – “Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; 

that would dishonor your brother.” (NIV)

John is here portrayed as an advocate of the law of Moses 
before the ruling authorities who were ignoring it.

“Herodias nursed a grudge”
John’s death, we are about to see, comes as a result of the 

scheming of this woman.
This recalls the Old Testament story of Jezebel scheming 

to kill Elijah:
1 Kings 19:2 – “Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and 

how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. So Jezebel sent a messenger to 
Elijah to say, ‘May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time 
tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.’”



Mark 6:20-21 
(NIV)

because Herod feared 
John and protected him, 

knowing him to be a 
righteous and holy 
man. When Herod 
heard John, he was 

greatly puzzled, yet he 
liked to listen to him. 
Finally the opportune 

time came. On his 
birthday Herod gave a 

banquet for his high 
officials and military 
commanders and the 

leading men of Galilee.

“because Herod feared John”
Herod does, in fact, believe John is a holy and righteous 

man.

“On his birthday”
This provides the setting, and the occasion for Herodias 

to have her way.



Mark 6:22-23 
(NIV)

When the daughter of 
Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased 

Herod and his dinner 
guests. The king said to 

the girl, “Ask me for 
anything you want, and 
I’ll give it to you.” And 

he promised her with an 
oath, “Whatever you 

ask I will give you, up to 
half my kingdom.”

“danced … pleased Herod … ask me for anything”
The entire scene recalls the Old Testament story of King 

Ahasuerus with Esther: - another time a king makes an 
exaggerated offer in the midst of pleasurable revelry.

Esther 5:3 – “Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is 

your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given to you.’” (NIV)
Esther 7:2 – “and as they were drinking wine on that second day, the king 

again asked, ‘Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your 
request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.’” (NIV)



Mark 6:24-25 
(NIV)

She went out and said to 
her mother, “What 

shall I ask for?” “The 
head of John the 

Baptist,” she answered. 
At once the girl hurried 
in to the king with the 

request: “I want you to 
give me right now the 

head of John the Baptist 
on a platter.”

“the head of John the Baptist”
Without a moment’s hesitation, Herodias asks for John’s 

head to be delivered on a platter.



Mark 6:26-28 
(NIV)

The king was greatly 
distressed, but because 

of his oaths and his 
dinner guests, he did 

not want to refuse her. 
So he immediately sent 

an executioner with 
orders to bring John’s 
head. The man went, 
beheaded John in the 
prison, and brought 
back his head on a 

platter. He presented it 
to the girl, and she gave 

it to her mother.

“distressed, but because of his oaths”
Herod is entrapped, and keeps his oath despite sadness 

and convictions to the contrary.
Herod’s actions here, choosing between the life of an 

innocent man and his own word/image/reputation prevision Pilate 
with Jesus later in the story.

Herod, while king, is not really in control of himself!
He is ruled by alcohol, lust, pride, his queen, and her 

daughter.
Many of us are caught and trapped into making rash and 

bad choices by forces that rule us!
Jesus rescues us from this entanglement.



Mark 6:29 (NIV)

On hearing of this, 
John’s disciples came 
and took his body and 

laid it in a tomb.

“took his body and laid it in a tomb”
This prefigures Joseph of Arimathea with Jesus’ body, in 

15:46.

John was Jesus’ forerunner not only in ministry, but in his death.

We also see in this story a growing tension between Herod, who is 
called “King of Israel”, and Jesus, who we know is the true King of 
Israel.

In this tension, we also see echoes of, and broad parallels to, the 
Old Testament story of the tension between King Saul and David.

Saul had been disowned as Israel’s king, and David had been 
named his successor – but had not yet been enthroned.

See 1 Samuel chapters 16 through 31.
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