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Review and 
Introduction to
Mark 6:30-56

In the last session, we read about Jesus sending the disciples out in 
ministry, to participate in the same things Jesus had been doing:

Preaching repentance
Driving out demons
Anointing the sick with oil and healing them

We then saw that King Herod heard about this, leading to the 
interlude story of the death of John the Baptist.

Now, the story picks back up as the disciples report back to Jesus 
about the results of their ministry!



Mark 6:30 (NIV)

The apostles gathered 
around Jesus and 

reported to him all they 
had done and taught.

“The apostles”
This probably means the Twelve here, given the usage of 

the word in 3:14 (“he appointed twelve – designating them 
apostles – that they might be with him and that he might send 
them out”).

Also, it was the Twelve who were sent out in 6:7 (“Calling 
the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them 
authority”).

However, it should be noted that the Greek “apostoloi” 
simply means “ones sent out”, so it could be a generic term here 
for “those who had been sent out”.

In the early church, the term came to denote an 
authorized representative, specifically, of Jesus Christ.

The term, more generally, meant anyone sent by someone 
else to serve as that person’s authorized representative.

“all they had done and taught”
This was briefly reported in 6:12-13.
This included exorcisms, healings, and preaching.
Mark also emphasizes here their TEACHING role, as 

Jesus had taught (although for Mark, “teaching” includes deeds).



Mark 6:31 (NIV)

Then, because so many 
people were coming and 
going that they did not 
even have a chance to 
eat, he said to them, 
“Come with me by 

yourselves to a quiet 
place and get some 

rest.”

“a quiet place”
The Greek word implies “uninhabited”.
This would mean a place away from any towns or villages.
As we saw in 1:45 previously, though, this was no 

guarantee of privacy!

“get some rest”
Their need for rest was implied in the fact that they 

couldn’t even find a time or place to eat.
This is reminiscent of the similar situation in 3:20.



Mark 6:32 (NIV)

So they went away by 
themselves in a boat to 

a solitary place.

“went away … in a boat”
Travel on the sea by boat has happened throughout this 

section of Mark’s Gospel.
See, for example, 4:36, 5:2, 5:18, 5:21.

“a solitary place”
This solitary place becomes the setting for the feeding of 

the 5,000 … but the location itself is not specifically identified in 
Mark’s Gospel.

Luke says it is near Bethsaida:
Luke 9:10b – “Then he took them with him and they withdrew by 

themselves to a town called Bethsaida.”

John says it is on the “far shore” of the Sea of Galilee, that 
it required a sail “across the lake” to reach Capernaum, and speaks 
of ships arriving there from Tiberias:

John 6:1 – “Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea 
of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias)”

John 6:16-17 – “When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 
where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum.”

John 6:23 – “Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where 
the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks.”

However, Mark does say getting to Bethsaida requires a 
boat ride:

Mark 6:45 – “Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and 

go ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.”

This has led to lots of debate about the exact location!

https://www.risenjesus.com/mark-confused-pertaining-
location-feeding-5000



Mark 6:33 (NIV)

But many who saw 
them leaving recognized 

them and ran on foot 
from all the towns and 

got there ahead of them.

“ran there on foot”
This demonstrates the futility of the disciples’ quest for 

solitude!
The crowds arrive at the same point, via land, as the boat 

containing Jesus and the disciples … in fact, ahead of them!
This is unlikely if the boat is crossing the entire sea, but 

not so if, in trying to get to a more isolated area, the boat is simply 
crossing one of the many inlets or coves.

The crowds are clearly intense in their desire to be with 
Jesus!



Mark 6:34 (NIV)

When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he 

had compassion on 
them, because they were 

like sheep without a 
shepherd. So he began 
teaching them many 

things.

“had compassion on them”
Jesus sees the people in light of THEIR need of HIM, not 

in light of his, or his disciples’, own exhaustion.
We might want to consider how, in similar circumstances, 

we might be agitated or angered by our inability to get some rest!

“sheep without a shepherd”
This is a frequent Old Testament image of Israel:
Numbers 27:16-17 – “May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all 

mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one 
who will lead them out and bring them in, so the LORD’s people will not be like sheep 
without a shepherd.”

1 Kings 22:17 – “Then Micaiah answered, ‘I saw all Israel scattered on the 
hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the LORD said, “These people have no master. 
Let each one go home in peace.”’”

Ezekiel 34:5 – “So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and 
when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals.”

“So he began teaching them”
Note the implication here that COMPASSION includes 

providing teaching and instruction.
Jesus “had compassion” … “So he began teaching them 

many things.”



Mark 6:35-36 
(NIV)

By this time it was late 
in the day, so his 

disciples came to him. 
“This is a remote place,” 

they said, “and it’s 
already very late. Send 
the people away so they 

can go to the 
surrounding country 
side and villages and 

buy themselves 
something to eat.”

“late in the day”
This implies near sunset, the normal dinner hour.

“his disciples came to him”
The disciples take the initiative to solve a problem:
It is late, there is no food, they are in a remote location.
So … send them away to the villages to get food – it is a 

logical solution to the problem!

“go to the surrounding countryside and villages”
There is no real urgency or need for a miracle here!
Ample provisions can be found nearby.



Mark 6:37-38 
(NIV)

But he answered, “You 
give them something to 
eat.” They said to him, 
“That would take eight 

months of a man’s 
wages! Are we to go and 

spend that much on 
bread and give it to 
them to eat?” “How 
many loaves do you 

have?” he asked. “Go 
and see.” When they 
found out, they said, 

“Five – and two fish.”

“You give them something to eat”
While the disciples have a logical solution, Jesus gives 

them a command that is beyond their capacity to obey – YOU feed 
them!

The emphasis in the Greek sentence construction is on 
the YOU.

They try to obey by calculating how to meet the need 
through their own means, but Jesus moves in to take control of the 
situation.

“eight months of a man’s wages”
The amount they estimate, translated in the NIV as “eight 

months of a man’s wage”, is, in Greek, “200 denarii”.
This would be FAR more than their resources could 

handle – one denarius equals one day’s wage.

“Are we to go”
The command confuses the disciples!
But this is a rhetorical question – no answer is expected!

“five loaves and two fish”
These minimal provisions set the stage for the miracle.



Mark 6:39-40 
(NIV)

Then Jesus directed 
them to have all the 
people sit down in 

groups on the green 
grass. So they sat down 
in groups of hundreds 

and fifties.

“green grass”
Note that this isolated area is NOT a wilderness or desert!

“groups of hundreds and fifties”
The word translated “group” here connotes a special type 

of bond, of table fellowship.
Such language recalled, for the original readers, the Old 

Testament Israelite groupings in the wilderness wanderings:
Exodus 18:25 – “He chose capable me from all Israel and made them 

leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.”
Numbers 31:14 – “Moses was angry with the officers of the army – the 

commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds – who returned from the 
battle.”

Such language has also been discovered to have been 
used as a model for eschatological (end times) life in the writings 
from Qumran (site of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls).

Thus, the seating arrangements point back to God’s 
miraculous provision in the wilderness, and also forward, to the 
gathering of God’s people into communities in the end times, 
where God will provide for them.

The “sheep” now have a “Shepherd”, who has taken 
control and organized them.

Jesus brings order out of chaos, and is now prepared to 
provide for their needs.



Mark 6:41 (NIV)

Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish and 

looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke 

the loaves. Then he gave 
them to his disciples to 

set before the people. He 
also divided the two fish 

among them all.

“Taking the five loaves”

Jesus follows the role of the father of the household in 
breaking the loaves, giving thanks, and handing them over to be 
distributed by others.

In the story, the miracle takes place as if nothing out of 
the ordinary is happening!

The crowd seems oblivious to the miraculous nature of 
the event.

This points to a truth: Sometimes, the beneficiaries of 
God’s working may not be aware of how they have been blessed.

Not all of God’s miracles appear to be remarkable to those 
present.



Mark 6:42-44 
(NIV)

They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of 

broken pieces of bread 
and fish. The number of 
the men who had eaten 

was five thousand.

“ate and were satisfied”
This is the confirmation of the miracle – the need of the 

moment has been met.

“twelve basketfuls”
Plenty is left over, even though everyone is fully satisfied.
Mark 8 contains the similar story of the feeding of the 

4,000.
We will wait to look at the potential symbolism of “twelve 

basketfuls” during that lesson!
For now, simply recognize that there are twelve tribes of 

Israel, twelve disciples, and twelve baskets of leftovers.
Abundance is a hallmark of the eschatological (end times) 

promise of God’s provision in the Kingdom to come.
We should also notice here that with this story coming 

immediately after the story of John the Baptist’s death, there is a 
point of contact with that story as well.

Whereas Herod’s banquet led to John’s death, Jesus’ 
banquet leads to life and abundance.



Mark 6:42-44 
(NIV)

They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of 

broken pieces of bread 
and fish. The number of 
the men who had eaten 

was five thousand.

“twelve basketfuls” (continued)
The story also recalls a story of Elisha in 2 Kings:
2 Kings 4:42-45 – “A man came from Baal Shalishah, 

bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread baked from 
the first ripe grain, along with some heads of new grain. ‘Give it to 
the people to eat,’ Elisha said. ‘How can I set this before a hundred 
men?’ his servant asked. But Elisha answered, ‘Give it to the 
people to eat. For this is what the LORD says: “They will eat had 
have some left over.”’ Then he set it before them, and they ate and 
had some left over, according to the word of the LORD.”

Elisha feeds 100 with 20 loaves of barley, and has leftover 
bread.

Elisha was Elijah’s successor, and we have just seen an 
ELIJAH parallel in the story of the raising of Jairus’ daughter!

These stories demonstrate that “one greater than Elijah,” 
or Elisha, is here.

Remember – some people were thinking Jesus WAS 
Elijah.

“five thousand”
It would possibly be 10,000 with women and children.
Small contributions, in God’s hands, can be turned into 

remarkable things!



Mark 6:45 (NIV)

Immediately Jesus 
made his disciples get 
into the boat and to on 

ahead of him to 
Bethsaida, while he 

dismissed the crowd.

“Immediately”
This word ties what comes next to the previous story of 

the feeding, and expresses urgency.
The disciples STILL needed rest!

“got into the boat”
Again!
The disciples begin to move further across the lake.
The language implies “in the direction of” Bethsaida.
This also makes more sense given the fact that just ahead, 

in 6:53, they will land at Gennasaret.

“dismissed the crowd”
Jesus sends people home from the feeding, leaving Jesus, 

at last, alone.

https://www.risenjesus.com/mark-confused-pertaining-
location-feeding-5000



Mark 6:46 (NIV)

After leaving them, he 
went up on a 

mountainside to pray.

“After leaving them”
“Them” could mean the crowd, the disciples, or both.

“up on a mountainside to pray”
God often appears to Israel from a mountaintop in the 

Old Testament.
This language sets up the idea of a possible appearance of 

God – an epiphany.
We also see here that Jesus takes time out to pray alone –

see also 1:35.
This is a theme that is present in Mark’s Gospel, but is 

much more prevalent in Luke’s Gospel.



Mark 6:47 (NIV)

When evening came, the 
boat was in the middle 
of the lake, and he was 

alone on land.

“When evening came”
The language regarding the time of day is difficult, 

considering details in the preceding narrative.
In 6:35, it was already getting late – toward sunset, or 

evening.
The feeding of the 5,000 has happened after that, and 

then the leftovers gathered up.
Hence, it IS probably quite late into the evening when 

they head out on the water.



Mark 6:48 (NIV)

He saw the disciples 
straining at the oars, 
because the wind was 

against them. About the 
fourth watch of the 
night he went out to 

them, walking on the 
lake. He was about to 

pass by them, 

“He saw the disciples”
Apparently, Jesus can see them from the mountain where 

he has gone.
But note, it is dark, the middle of the night, and by now 

the disciples are far out on the lake.
This could be a subtle supernatural reference.

“straining at the oars”
We should notice that the disciples are facing difficulty.
It is dark, they face a strong headwind, and they have 

been struggling a long time, making little progress.
BUT … they are NOT in danger, as they were during the 

storm at sea before – it is just hard work!

“fourth watch”
This is between three and six o’clock in the morning.
So, they have been rowing a LONG time.

“he went out to them, walking on the lake”
Seemingly, to aid them in their struggle.
But … (next slide)



Mark 6:48 (NIV)

He saw the disciples 
straining at the oars, 
because the wind was 

against them. About the 
fourth watch of the 
night he went out to 

them, walking on the 
lake. He was about to 

pass by them, 

“He was about to pass by them”
This action is confusing to us IF Jesus goal is to rescue 

them!
But this phrase is actually the key to the whole point of 

the story!
If we take the story as a rescue story, Jesus’ action makes 

no sense.
But if we recognize this is NOT a rescue, but an epiphany 

– an appearance of God – it makes all kinds of sense!
In the Old Testament, God “passes by” both Moses (in 

Exodus) and Elijah (in 1 Kings), revealing his glory and nature:
Exodus 33:19 – “And the LORD said, ‘I will cause all my goodness to pass 

in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence.”
Exodus 34:6 – “And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, 

the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger abounding in love and 
faithfulness.”

1 Kings 19:11 – “The LORD said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in 
the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Also, according to Job, God is “the one who treads on the 
waves of the sea”.

Job 9:8 – “He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of 
the sea.”

The point: Jesus is revealing his true nature in this action, 
in ways God has revealed Himself to Israel’s leaders in the past!



Mark 6:49 (NIV)

but when they saw him 
walking on the lake, 

they thought he was a 
ghost. They cried out,

“they thought he was a ghost”
The disciples can’t believe their eyes, can cry out in fear 

(verse 50 says they were “terrified”).
Neither the Bible nor official Jewish teaching supported 

the idea of “ghosts”, but it was then, as now, a popular notion.
It was commonly believed that those who died at sea 

would continue to hover over the water.
Therefore, the disciples are too afraid to make the 

connection and perceive Jesus’ glory and epiphany.



Mark 6:50 (NIV)

because they all saw 
him and were terrified. 

Immediately he spoke to 
them and said, “Take 

courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.”

“Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid!”
Jesus must abort his purpose in order to console the 

disciples in their terror.
But, he continues to reveal his identity in his choice of 

language – saying “ego eimi” (“It is I”) which is how “I AM” is said 
in Greek.

“I AM”, of course, is God’s self-identification in the Old 
Testament!



Mark 6:51 (NIV)

Then he climbed into the 
boat with them, and the 
wind died down. They 

were completely 
amazed,

“climbed into the boat with them”
Jesus’ physical presence reassures the disciples it is truly 

Him.
They did not understand “It is I”, and thought it was 

simply Jesus letting them know it WAS Jesus.

“the wind died down”
This brings to completion the goal of aiding them in their 

struggle.
Jesus has removed the hindrance that was preventing 

them from doing as he had commanded – remember, he had sent 
them away in the boat).

“completely amazed”
Both by walking on the water AND calming the wind.



Mark 6:52 (NIV)

for they had not 
understood about the 
loaves; their hearts 

were hardened.

“for they had no understood about the loaves”
Their lack of understanding extends not just to failure to 

recognize the epiphany, but to not even what had happened with 
the loaves at the feeding of the 5,000.

Look back at 4:41 – and the disciples’ question at the end 
of the calming of the storm at sea:

Mark 4:41 – “They were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this? Even 

the wind and the waves obey him!’”

Jesus has been demonstrating the answer again and 
again, but the disciples can’t understand it.

“for their hearts were hardened”
See 3:5, where Jesus’ OPPONENTS were described 

similarly.
Mark’s language for failure to understand who Jesus is, is 

that “hearts are hardened”.
It is the HEART that has been closed to seeing who Jesus 

really is. To see Jesus for who he is, hearts must be softened.
Ironically, the Twelve chosen as “insiders” cannot 

understand who Jesus is any better than his opponents at this 
point.

This failure to understand on the part of the disciples 
becomes a primary theme going forward in the Gospel.



Mark 6:53 (NIV)

When they had crossed 
over, they landed at 

Gennesaret and 
anchored there.

“When they had crossed over”
This concludes the sea crossing after Jesus has walked 

out on the waves to the disciples.

“Gennesaret”
But remember … the had been heading to Bethsaida, 

according to 6:45.

Were they blown off target?
Gennesaret was the plain along the western shore, 

between the towns of Tiberias and Capernaum.
Bethsaida is on the northern shore.

https://www.risenjesus.com/mark-confused-pertaining-
location-feeding-5000



Mark 6:30-53 
(NIV)

SUMMARY

Major symbolism from the stories of the feeding of the 5,000 and 
Jesus’ walking on the lake:

Jesus, like Moses, provided food from God.
Jesus, like David, provided teaching from God.

But unlike them, Jesus’ supply is unlimited.

Therefore, Jesus is above both Moses and David.

Jesus is more like God Himself, who “passes by”, without being 
fully seen or understood.

Job 9:11 – “When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I cannot perceive 
him”



Mark 6:54-55 
(NIV)

As soon as they got out 
of the boat, people 

recognized Jesus. They 
ran throughout that 

whole region and 
carried the sick on mats 
to wherever they heard 

he was.

These verses, and the next, serve as a “summary report”, 
concluding the journey across the lake.

It marks a major transition in the narrative, which now moves into 
another confrontation with Pharisees and scribes, providing 
another opportunity for instruction for the disciples.

“people recognized Jesus”
Jesus’ fame has continued to spread.

“They ran”
The words connote urgency – people ran from 

EVERYWHERE, to wherever Jesus was.



Mark 6:56 (NIV)

And wherever he went –
into villages, towns, or 

countryside – they 
placed the sick in the 
marketplaces. They 

begged him to let them 
touch even the edge of 
his cloak, and all who 

touched him were 
healed.

“all who touched him were healed”
Taken out of context, this might sound like magic.
But in context, we have recently seen the bleeding 

woman’s healing in 5:25-34, because of her faith, and Jesus’ 
inability to heal in Nazareth, because of a lack of faith.

So these words point, in context, to an increasing 
response of people putting their FAITH in Jesus.

“edge of his cloak”
Some translations have “tassel”.
The word could mean a hem, or it could mean the tassel 

required by law in the book of Numbers:
Numbers 15:38-39 – “Speak to the Israelites and say to 

them, ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to  make tassels on the corners 
of your garments with a blue cord on each tassel. You will have these tassels to look at 
and so you will remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them 
and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.’”

Jesus is portrayed as allowing this to happen!
God generously responds to our need when we reach out 

in faith, even if our approach is not the best!
The crowd response contrasts 6:52, where the disciples, 

themselves, have hardened hearts regarding Jesus.
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